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PROJECT BACKGROUND

 In 2004 a draft version Port of South Louisiana 
Connector Road Environmental Assessment was 
completed. 

 The recommended improvements included two 
segments:

1. Port of South La. (at River Road) to US 61; 
and ,

2. US 61 to I-10.

 Due to concerns over wetlands and other issues, 
the project did not receive a Finding of No 
Significant Impact (FONSI). 



PROJECT BACKGROUND

 Instead, the project was split into two Segments of Independent 
Utility:

1. An Environmental Assessment (EA) for the portion between 
River Road and  US 61

2. An Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for the portion 
between US 61 to I-10.



PROJECT OVERVIEW

PURPOSE:

The purpose of this project is to provide improved 
access between the US 61 (Airline Highway) corridor in 
the Reserve area north to I-10, for (1) general 
commercial and non-commercial traffic in the Parish, 
and for (2) the Port of South Louisiana. 

Project Purpose and Need



PROJECT OVERVIEW

NEED

General Commercial and Non-Commercial Access 

 Quicker and more direct route to I-10 from the US 61 
corridor 

 Reduce vehicle hours traveled (VHT) and thus provide 
travel time savings and benefits

 Enable emergency vehicles to reach I-10 destinations 
more promptly 

Port Access 

 Better, more direct access for Port truck traffic

 Lessen the impact of Port truck traffic on local roads

Project Purpose and Need



PROJECT BACKGROUND

 Phase I Early Involvement tasks were completed: 
development and refinement of purpose and need, 
preparation of a draft coordination plan, and 
development of project alternatives.

 Public input was a vital part of this process, with 
several public meetings held.

 12 Build Alternatives were developed; however, 3 were 
deemed to be not practicable or too damaging to the 
environment, and were removed from further 
consideration.

 Nine Initial Build Alternatives were left, as well as a low 
cost TSM Alternative and the No Build Alternative.

Early EIS Work



INTITIAL NINE BUILD 

ALTERNATIVES:

 Original intent of project was to evaluate and screen these Build Alternatives from NINE 

down to no more than TWO, after which they would be fully analyzed along with the no 

build alternative and the TSM alternative.

 Evaluation and Screening Process was to include readily available or easily developed 

data. 



EVALUATION AND SCREENING OF 

INITIAL BUILD ALTERNATIVES



FINAL TWO BUILD ALTERNATIVES

$95,005,187

$92,463,642



TYPICAL SECTIONS



TYPICAL SECTIONS



PREFERRED ALTERNATIVE

At-Grade Roadway

Elevated Roadway or Overpass

N



PREFERRED ALTERNATIVE 

ANTICIPATED IMPACTS

Direct Impacts Not Requiring Mitigation:

These impact categories are considered non-
adverse/beneficial, and require no mitigation 
measures.  They include:

 Traffic Impacts

 Economic Impacts 

 Access to Community Facilities and Services



PREFERRED ALTERNATIVE 

ANTICIPATED IMPACTS

Direct Impacts Requiring Mitigation:

 Wetlands  (36.63 acres of jurisdictional wetlands 
lie within the proposed right-of-way).

 Impacts to Wildlife

 Surface Water Quality Impacts

 Ground Water Quality Impacts

 Construction Period Impacts (temporary noise, air 
quality and vibration impacts) 



LATEST TASKS 

 Produced and distributed Draft Environmental 
Impact Statement document in March 2015 

 Held Public Hearing in May 2015

 Received both Public and Agency Comments 
on the Draft EIS; addressed those comments

 Held Stakeholder Briefing with elected offcials
and Port of South Louisiana officials to brief 
them on project status and to discuss 
commitment to project. 



NEXT TASK 

 The Preferred Alternative requires a new I-10 
interchange.  



 An Interchange Justification Report (IJR) must 
be prepared concurrently with the preparation 
of the Final Environmental Impact Statement 
(FEIS) and receipt of a Record of Decision 
(ROD).



INTERCHANGE JUSTIFICATION 

REPORT 

 Required by the FHWA and LADOTD.

 Steps/procedures are laid out in LADOTD Traffic
Engineering Manual, and generally include the
following:

 Traffic analyses not required for the EIS but required
for the IJR will be performed or updated.

 Alternative interchange designs will be prepared and
evaluated for FHWA approval.

 The IJR will be a stand-alone document, but the
Executive Summary from the IJR will be included in
the Final EIS.



FUTURE STEPS 

FOR ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT PROCESS:

Complete Interchange Justification Report (IJR)

Revise the EIS based on the findings of the IJR and 
prepare the Final Environmental Impact Statement and 
announce Proposed Action. 

Once all items are addressed the FHWA will issue a 
Record of Decision which is its final action prior to 
design and construction.

FOR ROADWAY IMPLEMENTATION:

OBTAIN FUNDING – As of yet, this project is NOT 
funded.

Design engineering and right-of-way acquisition. 

Construction of project, including implementation of 
mitigation measures.



ADDITIONAL

QUESTIONS OR

COMMENTS?



THANK YOU!


