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Special Disclaimer Concerning Crash Data

1) CONFIDENTIAL INFORMAT IDiNsdocument is exempt from discovery or admission under 23 U.S.QG. @thtact the LADOTD Traffic Safety Office at
(225) 3791929 before releasing any information.

2) This report is prepared solely for the purpose of identifying, evaluating, and planiiéty isaprovement on public roads; and is therefore exempt from
discovery or admission under 23 U.S.C. 409

Disclaimer: The data herein, including but not limited to geographic data, tabular data, analytical data, electronicld@&@isieNBS & 2 NJ FAf Sax | NB L
without warranty of any kind, either expressed or implied, or statutory, including, bulimded to, the implied warranties or merchantability and fithess for a
particular purpose. The entire risk as to the quality and performance of the data is assumed by the user. No guaranteaayfiagranted, nor is any

responsibility for reliance #reon assumed. In no event shall the Regional Planning Commission for Jefferson, Orleans, Plaquemines, St. BernardhySt. Tamma
and Tangipahoa Parishes (RPC) be liable for direct, indirect, incidental, consequential, or special damages of amdkigdbirtahot limited to, loss of

anticipated profits or benefits arising out of use of or reliance on the data. The RPC does not accept liability for geg damasrepresentation caused by
inaccuracies in the data or as a result of changes to the datsetl by system transfers or other transformations or conversions, nor is there responsibility
assumed to maintain the data in any manner or form. These data have been developed from the best available sources efftthisutgve been made to

ensure tha the data are accurate and reliable, errors and variable conditions originating from physical sources used to develtzprttagy dee reflected in

the data supplied. Users must be aware of these conditions and bear responsibility for the appropriatehesmfmrmation with respect to possible errors,

scale, resolution, rectification, positional accuracy, development methodology, time period, environmental and climatiom®adid other circumstances

specific to these data. The user is responsibtaufaderstanding the accuracy limitations of the data provided herein. The burden for determining fitness for

use lies entirely with the user. The user should refer to the accompanying metadata notes for a description of the data deglelopment procedres if

they exist. Although these data have been processed successfully on computers at the RPC, no guarantee, expressed®magsiéy, RPC regarding the

use of these data on any other system, nor does the act of distribution constitute or implyuah warranty. Distribution of these data is intended for

information purposes and should not be considered authoritative for navigational, engineering, legal, and otspesifie uses.
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Executive Summary

Pedestrian andicyclistsafety has long been a concern in the New
Orleans metro area, with crash and fatality rates oftixing well
above national averageB recent years, the rapid development of
bicycle infrastructure and improvements to the existing pedestrian
networkt especially in Orleans Parislhas contributed to a surge
of increased walking and biking activity iretregion. As more of the
NEIA2YyQad NBAARSY(a Oa&spartatdn and
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policymakers in establishing safety priorities and developing safer
and more comfortable facilities for pedestrians and bicyclists where
they are needed most.

The report intudes general crash statistics for seven Louisiana
parishesOrleans, Jefferson, Plaquemines, St. Bernard, St.

Tammany, St. Charles, and St. John the Baptist. This geographic area
describes the New OrleaiMetairie-Kenner Metropolitan Statistical

g I f\rea, agigfinesl Rydhe g% @nsyisBprpadditional analysis is

recreation, demand for safe neighborhoods in which to do so grows. Provided for Orleans and Jeffers&nrisheswhich together

Meanwhile, the region continues to struggle with a persistent crash

problem: the number of bicye crashes has increased every year

represented 86% of pedestrian crashes and 90% of bicycle crashes
within the sevenrparish study area during this reporting period

since 2006, and both pedestrian and bicycle crash totals have begun These twaparishes are thexclusivefocus ofportions ofthis report

for the first time since 2006 to approach crash frequencies
documented prior to Hurricane Katrina.

The Regional Planning Commission has periodicalyated
pedestrian and bicycle crash data from 1999 through 2012.
Although some encouraging trends have emerged, overall crash
incidence does not appear to be decreasing, and the spatial
patterns of crash occurrence have remained stable over time: for
overa decade, the same craginone neighborhoods and corridors

have appeared in these analyses as pedestrian and/or bicycle safety

priorities.

This report outlines demographic, temporal, and spatial trends of
reported pedestrian and bicycle crashes in 20ad 2012, in
relation to previously evaluated datasets. It is intended to assist

because thdarge number of total crashes within this geographically
constrained, more densely populated portion of the region
facilitates more advanced spatial and statistical analysis than is
possible elsewhere in the region, where far fewer crashes have
occurred.

Key findings of this report include:

Qrashes disproportionately affect those living in and traveling
through highpoverty areas. In Orleans Parish, where 19% of the
population lives irhigh-poverty census tractsapproximately

25% of pedestrian and bicycle crashes occurred in those tracts
in 2011 and 2012

1 For whom poverty status is defined; American Community Survéges
estimates, 2008012, Table S1701: Poverty Status in the Past 12 Months
See p. 13 for detailed definition
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I In2011 and 2012, an average of 1.44 pedestrian crashes and
1.05 bicycle crashes were reported in the region per day. While
still below preHurricane Katrina figures (an average of 1.9
pedestrian crashes and 1.2 bicycle crashes were reported each
day between 1999 and 2002), these figures have been 1
increasing in recent years and suggest a troubling upward trend
in crash frequency, padularly for bicyclistsimportantly,
however, this increase also correlates to a steady increase in
bicycle commuting as estimated through the American
/| 2YYdzy AGe { dzNBSex
local count program, which found a 52% ir&se in bicyclists ]
observed from 201@2014.

1 Demographic and temporal trends have remained stable over
time since 2006, with a few exceptions: a greater proportion of
older adults are being struck as either pedestrians or bicyclists,
while the proportion ohicyclists involved in crashes who are
black has decreased, and the share of bicycle crashes involving
female cyclists has increased.

YR O2NNEROG 2 NI

access along and across these major urban arteries, as well as
inadequate protection and infrastructungrovision for non
motorized users.

Sixteen statistically significant pedestrian crash clusters and
fifteen statistically significant bicycle crash clusters were
identified in the East Bank Core of the urbanized region,
indicating areas where infrastruate or enforcement

intervention may be critically needed to reduce crash incidence.
G§SR GKNRdAK t.wL YR wt/ Q&
Additional research relating to the specific relationships
between pedestrian and bicycle facility construction, increasing
rates of active transportation use, and craglitabmes is

needed in order to better understand the context of the trends
identified in this report and identify opportunities to reduce
crash frequency and severity for all road users.

Since 2008, significant investment in active transportation
infrastrudure has been made in the region, including hurricane

recoveryfunded road projects involving corridor-gesigns and

1 Asin previous years, more thamguarterof Orleans Parish
pedestrian crashes occurredlinS &
and CBRiuring this period, while the percentage of bicyclist
crashes occurring in therench Quarter an@BD hagumped
from 17% in 2010 to over 25% in 2012.

road diets, school zone improvements, accessibility enhancement,
hNISEYZQ CNB y@l#gy c@v&iypmﬁngaﬂg mplerpentatpn, educational campaigns for
drivers,pedestrians, and bicyclists, active transportatiocused

plans, and more. As these efforts continue and demand for safe
opportunities to walk and bicycle grows, local and regional entities

should use this data to continue to examine how and why crashes

1 Many of the corridors, intersections, and generalized clusters
identified as top crash locatioms Orleans and Jefferson
Parishes were also identified as such in previous crash analyses,
indicating consistent user demand for pedestraamd bicycle

have occurred and endeavor to implement interventions that
improve crash outcomes, promote continued growth in active
transportation activity, and support safe, active, livable
communities throughout the region.

Regional PlanninGommission for Orleans, Jefferson, Plaquemines, St. Bernard, St. Tammany, and Tangipahoa Parishes
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1.0 Introduction

This report provides an updated overview of crash statistics for
pedestrians and bicyclists in the New Orleans Metropolitan region
for 20112012, the most recent years for which this data is
available.The region is defined as the seven Louisiana parishes
(Orleans, Jefferson, Plaguemines, St. Bernard, St. Tammany, St.
Charles, and St. John the Baptist) that make up the New Orleans
Metairie-Kenner Metropolitan Statistical Area, as defined by the US
Census BureaT'his document summarizes the demographic

chat OGSNRAGAOE 2F (KS NBIA2yQa LI-PTRHNn,Suyey Geareptimares, dyingshe 204012

examination of the crash data provided to thew Orleans

Regional Planning Commission (RPC) by the Louisiana Department
of Transportation and Development (DOTD), including regional
crash stéistics, crash totals and maps for each parish in the regjion,
and geospatial crash patterns identified in Orleans and Jefferson
Parishes, including statistically significant crash clusters.

This report builds on crash data analyses previously condugted b
the RPC for the 1998002 Period (as reported in ti2005 New
Orleans Metropolitan Area Bicycle and Pedestrianpkmd for the
20062010 period (evaluated in thdew Orleans RegionBicycle
and Pedestrian Crasteport 2006-2008and theNew Orleans
Regional Pedestrian and Bicycle Crash Report-2009).*

21n order to provide continuity with previous crash reports, Tangipahoa
Parish(which recently joined the RPC) is excluded

3 Available at www.norpc.org

4 All previous crash report documents are available at www.pbriLA.org

The purpose of this report is to guide policymakers in identifying
regional safety concerns and developing safer, more comfortable
transportation fadities for users of all modes.

1.1 Regional Active Transportation Profile

Although Louisiana as a whole tends to lag behind national trends in
the prevalence of active transportation, the New Orleans Metro
area and Orleans Parish in particutaapproache®r exceeds

national averages. Accordingtothed{ ® / Sy addza . dzNBI dzQa

RSGFAE SF
period, an estimate@.03%6 of Louisianans walked to work, and
0.44% commuted via bicyctea slight increase from the 206810
ACS figure for bicycle commuting. This compardavorablyto a
national walking mode share of 2.92% an@.60% share for
bicycling(Figure 1)However, within the New Orleans Metro area,
walking mode share figures approached the national average at
2.5%%, and bicycling mode share exceedeel national figure at
0.91%. Rates of walking and bicycling were bighn Orleans
Parish, with 5.45% walking to work and 28Bicycling during this
period,while the largest parish in the region, Jefferson Paagis
behind the regional averageith 1.84% commuting on foot and
0.52% bicycling to work. Notably, rates of bicycling to workeha
increased from the 2002010 period statewide, at the metro area
level, and in both Orleans and Jefferson Paiisficating arise in
the popularity of bicycling for transportation in Louisiana.

5 Table B08301: Means of Transportation to Work. Note: total commuters
excludes those who work at home
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Figurel: Means of Travel to Work, 2012012 suggest that despite efforts to more effectively and safely

accommodate the growing number of active road users through
policy and infrastructure change Louisiana, safety is still a major
concern.

Means of Travel to Work, 2032012

Tablel: Louisiana Pedestrian Fatalitie20062012

Louisiana Pedestrian Fatalitie20062012

Percent of Total Commuters

= Walking Year Pedlgitrian L?Org’tgo%er Natlir(])gl,cr)gtoe P Louisifana
m Bicycling Deaths population population SETIA
2006 97 2.24 1.6 8
2007 111 2.49 1.54 4
2008 107 2.4 1.44 3
2009 107 2.38 1.33 3
2010 77 1.69 1.39 10
However, despite relativg low rates of active transportation mode 2011 88 1.92 1.42 6
share statewide, Louisiana remains far above the national average 2012 118 256 151 4

for pedestrian and bicycle fataliti€sn 2011 and 2012, 206
LISRS&AGNARLF YA 6SNB {AfftSR Ay [ 2dzA aAL Yz éiq}é&ataﬁ'tié&(%@-zédj FGSQa
rate of pedestian deaths rose from 0in 2010 to &'in 2011 and
4"in 2012 (Table 1).

N} y1Ay3 TF2NJ

Louisiana Bicycle Fatalitie0062012

Meanwhile, after a few years of declining totals, cyclist deaths have
also risen in this periada total of 42 bicyclists were killed in 2011

YR HAaMHX YR
the nation both years, behind onBlorida (Table 2). The§igures

6Datacon$a FNBY (KS blrdaGAz2ylf | A3IKg!l &
National Center for Statistics and Analysis, Annual Traffic Safety Facts
Reports, years 2011 and 2012. AvailableNdTSA Bicyclists and Other
Cyclists Traffic Safety Fact Sheets, http://wawdl.nhtsa.dot.govand
http://www -fars.nhtsa.dot.gov/States/StatesPedestrians.aspx

i Rallityzaies wias Bhrighestiny 1 A

¢

LA rate per 1

LA Cyclist Million National rate per 1| Louisiana

Year | Deaths population million population Ranking
V2eP6 | 2 NPRA 5.6 2.58 2
2007 22 5.12 2.31 2
2008 11 2.49 2.35 14
2009 13 2.89 2.05 7
2010 10 22| 200] = 16
2011 18 3.93 2.17 2
2012 24 5.22 2.31 2

Regional PlanninGommission for Orleans, Jefferson, Plaquemines, St. Bernard, St. Tammany, and Tangipahoa Parishes
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Within Louisiana, the New Orleans Metropolitan region accounted Table3: Pedestrian Crash Statistics, 262012
for 22% of pedestrian fatalities and 17% of bicyclist fatalities in 2011
and 2012, representing an average pedestrian fatality ratke. 89

Pedestrian Crash Statistics, 202012

per 100,000 population per year and a cyclist fatality rate of 2.94 Pedestrian Severe | Children

per million population per year both lower than the statewide Parish Crashes | Fatalities| Injuries | (1-17)

average but still above national figures. Orleans 631 15 46 108
Jefferson 271 15 15 73
St. Tammany 64 7 2 19
St. John the Baptist 32 3 2 9
St. Charles 31 4 1 9
St. Bernard 22 1 0 7
Plaquemines 1 0 0 0

Figure2: Percentage of Pedestrian Crashes in Metro Area by Parish

Percentage of Pedestrian Crashes in Metro Area by Parish
9 9% T 61% 5oy,
G 60% +—
g
O 50% +—
8 0,
s 0% 26%
Z anor L 0 25%
G 30% 2011
S 20% +—
g 10% 1 4% 8% m 2012
a7 ] 2% 2% 0% 0% 3% 3% 4% 304
0% — I L
Orleans Jefferson  St. Tammany St. Bernard Plaquemines St. Charles  St. John the
Baptist
Parish
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Table4: Bicycle Crash Statistics, 202012

Bicycle Crash Statistics, 202012

Bicycle Severe | Children
Parish Crashes| Fatalities| Injuries (1-17)

Orleans 498 2 26 40
Jefferson 194 2 6 51
St. Tammany 37 0 0 4
St. John the Baptisf 17 3 0 4
St. Charles 8 0 0 2
St. Bernard 11 0 0 4
Plaquemines 3 0 0 0

Figure3: Percentage of Bicycle Crashes in Me&rea by Parish

Figures 2 an@ show the percentage of pedestrian and bicycle
crashes respectively during the 202@12 period by parish within

the region, highlighting that the majority (86% of pedestrian crashes
and 90% of bicycle crashes) occurred in the more urbanized
parishes ofhe region, Orleans and Jefferson. Portions of this

report which depend on a sufficient sample size and geographic
precision for statistical analysis focus exclusively on these two
parishes for this reasof.ables 3 and 4 describe the number of total
cradhes, fatalities and severe injuries, and crashes involving children
by parish for pedestrian and bicycle crashes.

Percentage of Bicycle Crashes in Metro Area by Parish

70% .
62% g0y
9 60% —
@
® 50% +——
O
T 40%
8
ks 28% 25%
g el 0 2011
% N m 2012
- 10% +—— 6% 8%
] 0% 0% 1% 3% 2% 3%
0%
Orleans Jefferson St. Tammany  St. Bernard Plaguemines St. Charles St. John the
Baptist
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1.2 Poverty and Transportation Planning in the In the New Orleans metropolitan region, I% of the population
New Orleans Metropolitan Region lived below the poverty level in 2012exceeding the national
average of 14%.In Orleans Parish, 27.2¥ein poverty, and
19.1% live in higjpoverty censusracts, representing an increase
As discussed in previous iterations of thepaort, pedestrian and from previous data evaluatetl
bicycle safety outcomes often correlate to poverty rates and, by
extension, automobile access. Areas where poverty is more
prevalent tend to have higher rates of walking and bicycling, as well
as transit use. Higher rates of activarisportation use canunless
efforts are made to ensure safe conditiansorrespond to higher
crash frequencies in these areas.

In Jeffeson Parish, 15.3% live in poverty, but ob§%olive in high
poverty census tract&@slightdecrease from the 2068010
American Community Survey findingehere 3% of the population
were found to live in such arepsndicatingvery little spatial
concentration. Figure 4llustrates this difference, showing the
distribution of highpoverty census tracts as of the 262812
Areas of concentrated poverty (defined here as census tracts with American Community SurveyYear Estimatefor Orleans and

poverty rates above 40%and pedestrian and bicycle crasheséia Jefferson ParishThis suggests that as in previous studies, spatial
been mapped for Orleans and Jefferson Parish, where as discussed concentration of poverty remains a significant issue in Orleans
above, the majorityof crash incidents occurred and, in the case of Parish.

Orleans Parishwhere the most significant concentrations of

poverty occur. Examining the relationship between povertydapedestrian and

bicycle safety, we see that crashes disproportionately affect those
living in and traveling through higboverty areasinOrleans Parish,
where 19% of the population lives in higbverty census tracts,
approximately 25% of pedestrian and bicycle crashes occurred in

" High poverty in this study is defined as census tracts that have 40% or PP _y °0TP y .

higher poverty rate, as defined by the US Census Bureau. This measure, those tracts in 2011 and 2012 (Tables 5 and 6). Moreover, a sizeable

also utilized in theNew Orlean®/etropolitan Bicycle and Pedestrigan majority of crashes occurred within 2 milethese areas. This

(2005) was developed in accordance with the methodology of Jargowsky  represents an acceleration of trends previously identified, as the
(Poverty and Place, 1997), which defined Riglverty census tracts as

iK2aS gAGK F LR2GSNIE& NIGS F020S nm~o—WNB2ea1+8Q3—NBaSFNOK AYRAOFGS&a GKIF G
residents of areas with poverty rates above this benchmark are particularly & For whom poverty status is defined; American Community Survéges

susceptible to negative neighborhood effects. Previous anal885( estimates, 2008012, Table S170Poverty Status in the Past 12 Months

Metropolitan Bicycle and Pedestrian Pkamd New Orleans Regional Bicycle 915% of the population of Orleans Parish was found to live in a high

and Pedestrian Crash Report, 2a0#®8) utilized census block grodpvel poverty census tract in the 20810 ACS-§ear estimates documented

data. At this time, American Community Survey data on poverty rates is in the New Orleans Regional Bicycle and Pedestrian Crash Report 2009

not available at this level of geography. 2010
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percentage of crashes occurring near hjgiverty areas in Orleans
Pari$ has increased. In Jeffersoari8h, on the other hand, the
number of highpoverty census trets decreased during this
period,° though a slightly disproportionate share of crashes
occurred near or within higpoverty areas.

Table5: Pedestrian Crashes and Poverty

Pedestrian Crashes and Poverty

Table6: Bicycle Crashes and Poverty

Bicycle Crashesand Poverty

Year of % in High % within 1/4 mile [ % within 1/2 mile Year of % in High % within 1/4 mile | % within 1/2 mile
Pedestrian Poverty of High Poverty of High Poverty Bicycle Poverty of High Poverty of High Poverty
Incidents Census Tracty Census Tracts Census Tracts Incidents Census Tracty Census Tracts Census Tracts
[~ oreansPaish | Orleans Parish
2011 24% 52% 74% 2011 26% 57% 81%
2012 29% 55% 76% 2012 23% 53% 83%
Jefferson Parish
2011 1% 3% 9% 2011 0% 1% 3%
2012 1% 2% 2% 2012 3% 4% 5%

10 As defined by a poverty rate above 40% at the census tract level in the

20082012 American Community Surveyrdar Estimates, in comparison
to 20062010 ACS-gear estimates. Note that more detailed geographic
analysis (e.g. the census block group levelyild more effectively describe
spatial concentrations of poverty, especially in Jefferson Parish where

census tracts tend to encompass a larger geographic area and multiple

distinct neighborhood areas.

Regional PlanninGommission for Orleans, Jefferson, Plaquemines, St. Bernard, St. Tammany, and Tangipahoa Parishes
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Fgure 4: High Poverty Census Tracts, Orleans and Jefferson Parish; 2008 ACS
5-Year Estimates

High-Poverty Census Tracts ,
Orleans and Jefferson Parish,
2008-2012 ACS 5-Year Estimates

=
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Census Tracts, Orleans and Jefferson Parish
E Less than 40% in Poverty

[ | over40% in Poverty

of residents or greater
by American Community
2012 period (Table S1701).

0 25 5

| I ST ]
r 2 X —

Disclaimer: The data herein, including but not limited to geographic data, tabular data, analytical data, electronic data structures or files, | | Special Disclaimer Concerning Crash Data:
are provided “as is” without warranty of any kind, either expressed or implied, or statutory, including, but not limited to, the implied 1) CONFIDENTIAL INFORMATION—This document is exempt from
warranties or merchantability and fitness for a particular purpose.The entire risk as to the quality and performance of the data is discovery or admission under 23 U.S.C. 409.—Contact the LADOTD
assumed by the user. No guarantee of accuracy is granted, nor is any responsibility for reliance thereon assumed. In no event shall Traffic Safety Office at (225) 379-1929 before releasing any
the Regional Planning Commission for Jefferson, Orleans, Plaquemines, St. Bernard, St. Tammany and T: (

— g | liable for direct, indirect, incidental, consequential, or special damages of any kind, including, but not limited to, loss of 2) This report is prepared solely for the purpose of identifying,

/-"’l__ By | anticipated profits or benefits arising out of use of o reliance on the data. The RPC does not accept liability for any damages o evaluating, and planning safety improvement on public roads; and

isrepr caused by in the data or as a result of changes to the data caused by system transfers or other is therefore exempt from discovery or admission under 23 U.S.C.

%%Egaﬂ:ngaz"gg\%"zm; or ions, nor is there assumed to maintain the data in any manner or form. These data have been 409
developed from the best available sources. Although efforts have been made to ensure that the data are accurate and reliable, errors
and variable conditions originating from physical sources used to develop the data may be reflected in the data supplied. Users must Data Sources: Basemap Created using 2012 TIGER/Line
be aware of these and bear for the approp! use of the ion with respect to possible errors, Shapefiles for regional roads, census tracts, and water features.
scale, accuracy, time period, and climatic and Poverty data source: 2008-2012 American Community Survey,
other circumstances specific to these data. The user is for the accuracy of the S-year estimates, Table S1701. Any use of the data must be
dataprovided herein. The burden for determining fitness for use lies entirely with the user. The user should refer to the accompanying accompanied with this citation and accompanying seals and logos.

. metadata notes for a description of the data and data development procedures if they exist. Athough these data have been processed | Coordinate System: GCS North American 1983
successfully on computers at the RPC, no guarantee, expressed or implied, is made by RPC regarding the use of these data on any Datum: North American 1983
other system, nor does the act of distribution constitute or imply any uch warranty. Distribution of these data is intended for information | Units: Degree
i i it ifi
P THAN e RO SCE T TR purposes and should not be for ; legal, and other P uses. Reference Scale: 1:0
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2.0 Detailed Analysis of Crash Data

This section summarizes various characteristics of reported
pedestrian and bicycle crashes, aggregated to the sgegish
region, highlighting demographic, temporal, and behavioral facets

period. This represents an average of 1.44 pedestrian crashes and
1.05 bicycle crashes per day, or 526 pedestrian crashes and 384
bicycle crashes per yedrwo of these collisions appear to have
involved cyclists striking pedestrians; tremainder involved motor
vehiclescolliding with active users. These figures show a steady
increase in the number of reported bicycle crashes, and a slight
upward trend in the number of pedestrian crashes over the last 7

27 GKS NBIA2YQa OUAGS NI yaLI NEET NIl SILbPgupmyTEgn Kaliha fgres (unen

The data were provided to the RPC by the Louisiana Department of
Transportation and Development (DOTD). DOTD compiles police
crash reports for all parishes in Louisiana, and has provided the RPC
and PBRI with data involving pedestrian and bicycle crasi¢léd

New Orleans region for the years 2011 and 232 Appendix A

for data processing methodologyJhe data provide the

demographic characteristics of pedestrians dmgyclistsnvolved in
crashes, details about the conditions under which crashek too

place, some behavioral factors which may have contributed to crash
incidents and geographic reference points allowing spatial analysis
of crash locations. This report explores these data, but does not
attempt to identify crash causality or responsilyillieyond stating
GO2y UNROGdzIAY 3 FI OG2NEE ARSYGATA
cluster analysis section of this document, however, identifies
statistically significant geographic clusters of crashes in Orleans and
Jefferson parish which represent aréaseed of further

examination so as to identify whether characteristics of the built
environment have contributed to high crash frequencies.

Overall, 1,052 pedestrians and 768 bicyclists were involved in
crashes that were reported to police agenciesidgrthe 20112012

between 1999 and 2002 an average of 1.9 pedestrian crashes and
1.2 bicycle crashes were reported each day), these increases
suggest a troubling upward trend in crash frequency, particularly for
bicyclists.

Importantly, the follaving limitations exist in the use of this data:
first, it is known that many incidents involving pedestrians or
bicyclists occur each year for which no police ref@aompleted
and/or submitted to DOTDThese crashes are not accounted for in
this report. Second, demographic or other attribute data for some
records is incomplete (e.g. age is not recorded for 10.9% of
pedestrians and 6.4% of bicyclists). These omissions may skew
summary statistics somewhagtinally the data was geocoded with

gegaraphic cardnates BRROTOANG\Re BBGy ey ayer ARl 5Ny 4 &

number of records (2.1% of pedestrian crash records and 1.5% of
bicycle crash records) were identified with remaining geocoding
errors, likely due to reporting errors. These rgeocoded records
impacted spatl analysis to a small degree.

Despite these limitations, the data provide a useful overview of
crash trends and spatial patterns in the New Orleans region.
Notably, data quality has improved considerably over the last
several years, permitting the indion of a number of new

Regional PlanninGommission for Orleans, Jefferson, Plaquemines, St. Bernard, St. Tammany, and Tangipahoa Parishes
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attributes to this analysis. A descriptive analysis of regional crash Figure5: Pedestrian Crashes by Year, New Orleans Métrea
trends is provided below to identify the frequency and severity of
crashes, when collisions occur, who is involved in these crashes, and Pedestrian Crashes by Year, New Orleans
additional factors repoed which help identify general trends in the Metro Area
circumstances and behaviors that lead to crash occurrence. 0
o 700
= 594
2 600 20—
S 510 458
_ _ = 29977398 400
2.1 Pedestrian Regional Data = 400 4
[
o 300 -
o
$ 200 -
In 2011, pedestrian crashes dipped slightly to the lowest number T 100 -
since 2007then increased to a Postatrina high of 594 in 2012 k0
(Figure 5. Whilethis volatility means that no clear upward or 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012
downward trend can be confidently identified, these figures remain
lower than the 1999002 average of more than 600 per year. Figure6: Severity of Pedestrian Crashes byay é7-Parish Region Total)
Clearly, howver, as the national comparisons above indicate,
pedestrian crashes are a persistent problem. In recent years, the Severity of Pedestrian Crashes by Year
region has taken steps (including the developmenthefNew 50%
OrleansPedestrian Safety Action Plan) which aim to address crash 45% 43.8%
i 8 39.1% 41.5% 41.3%
frequency (ad severity), but the outcomes of these efforts are not = 40%
yet reflected in crash totals. 8 35%
5 30%
The severity of pedestrian crash@sgure § is similato previous e 25%
. . . [}
years of data evaluation. In total, 11.6% of pedestrian crashes in g 20%
2011-2012 were identified as fat@r severe (in terms of injury to a 15% o
involved pedestrian), down slightly from 13% in 2T8.0. 12::2’ | 55% °6 2% 5 6% 5 5%
0%
Fatal Severe Moderate Complaint No Injury
2011 m 2012
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As in previous years analyzdbe data bymonth (Figure7) shows Figure 8showsvariances in crash incidence by day of the week.
slightly higher crash incidence during spring and autumn months, Again, crash patterns are relatively stable from day to day with no
and decreases in August and February. This seasonal effect is clear peak or period of reduced frequency.

relatively mild, though, suggestirthat walking (and therefore
pedestrian exposure) does not vary significantly from month to
month.

Figure7: Percentage of Pedestrian Crashes by MolifHParish Region Total) Figure8: Percentage of Pedestrian Crashes by Day of the W@eRaish Region)

Percentage of Pedestrian Crashes by Percentage of Pedestrian Crashes by Day
Month of the Week
12% L%
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Figure9: Frequency of Pedestrian Crashes by Hour of the Dalyarish Region Total)

Frequency of Pedestrian Crashes by Hour of the Day

Number of Crashes
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. . . Figurel0: Pedestrian Crashegluvenile vs. Adul{7-Parish Region Total
Hourly crash patterns have remained stable as well, with a slight 9 ( J )

rise in crashes during morning commute hours, and steadily rising ) )
crash incidence throughout the afternoon culminating in a 5pm Pedestrian Crashes: Juvenile vs. Adult
peak. Notably, crash frequency remains high late into the late , 80% 76.0%
evening(Figure 9. 2
g 60%

The majority of pedestrians (76%) involved in crashes are adults O
(Figure 10. This reflecta continuing trend of a decreasing g 40% 24.0%
proportion of juvenile crash victims compared to before Hurricane § 20% - '
Katrina, when 35% of all 192®02 pedestian crashes involved &
youth. 0% -

Juvenile Adult
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