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1.0 Purpose of the Public Meeting 

A public meeting was held on September 22, 2015, 4 p.m. – 7 p.m. at Mel Ott Park Multi-
Purpose Center, 2301 Belle Chasse Highway in Gretna, Louisiana to share the project scope and 
solicit stakeholder and public input on the project’s purpose and need, range of alternatives 
under study, and key information to be considered by the Project Team in the alternatives 
analysis process. The public meeting venue was a well-known, centralized location within the 
study area that met the Americans with Disabilities Act accessibility requirements and was 
centrally located for easy transit access. The format of the public meeting was an open house 
with stations set up throughout the meeting venue to present project information. Refer to 
Section 3.0 for a description of meeting format and materials.  
 

2.0 Public Meeting Notification  

Notification of the September 22, 2015 public meeting was made via direct U.S. mail, 
newspaper advertisements, website notices, and radio and television announcements. Copies 
of the meeting notifications are contained in Appendix A. A telephone line, 504-488-4745, was 
set up to receive requests for special accommodations; however, no requests were made. The 
initial notice was advertised more than two weeks prior to the public meeting date. Table 1 lists 
the meeting notification types and publication and distribution date(s). 
 

Table 1. Public Meeting Notification Dates 

Notification Type Publication/Distribution Date(s) 

Times Picayune Display Ad 9/6/15 

New Orleans Advocate Display Ad 9/7/15 

Louisiana Weekly Display Ad 9/7/15 

Plaquemines Gazette Display Ad 9/8/15 

Mailer 9/11/15 

Press Release 9/15/15 

Public Service Announcement 9/15/15 – 9/22/15 

Media Advisory 9/21/15 

 
A notice of the public meeting was published in local newspapers of general circulation, 
including The Times-Picayune, New Orleans Advocate, Louisiana Weekly, and Plaquemines 
Gazette. In addition, The Times-Picayune/NOLA.com published an online article about the 
meeting on September 15, 2015. The Fox8/WVUE New Orleans news program and 
www.fox8live.com ran a story about the meeting on September 21, 2015. The newspaper 
display ads and newspaper articles are contained in Appendix A1. 
 
A notice of the public meeting was disseminated by mail to over 3,800 addresses including 37 
neighborhood organizations, 863 businesses, 2,875 residences and 29 others (churches and 
civic groups) in the project corridor. An example of the mailer is contained in Appendix A2.  
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Print and broadcast media were used to assist in informing stakeholders and the general public 
about the public meeting. A press release, public service announcement, and a media advisory 
about the public meeting were distributed to local media outlets (see Appendix A3, A4, and A5). 
Table 2 lists the radio stations that were contacted; however, announcements were up to each 
station’s discretion. 
 

Table 2. Radio Stations Contacted 

Radio Station Station Format 

KGLA 1540 AM Spanish 

WBOK 1230 AM Urban Talk 

WGSO 990 AM News/Talk/Sports 

WRBH 88.3 FM Radio for Blind/Handicapped 

WRNO-FM 99.5 FM Talk 

WWL 870 AM Talk 

WWOZ 90.7 FM Jazz/N.O. Community Music 

WYLD-FM 98.5 FM Urban Adult Contemporary 

WYLD 940 AM Urban Gospel 

WWNO-FM 89.9 FM N.O. Jazz & Heritage  

WEZB 97.1 FM Contemporary 

KKNO 750 AM Gospel 

WQUE-FM 93.3 FM Mainstream Urban 

WODT 1280 AM Gospel 

KKND-FM 102.9 FM Urban Contemporary 

KMEZ-FM 106.9 FM Old School 
 

A notice of the public meeting was displayed on the following websites approximately one 
week prior to the public meeting: Regional Planning Commission (RPC) for Jefferson, Orleans, 
Plaquemines, St. Bernard, St. Tammany and Tangipahoa Parishes (norpc.org);  Harvey Canal 
Industrial Association (harveycanal.org);  Plaquemines Parish (plaqueminesparish.com), 
Jefferson Parish (jeffparish.net), and City of Gretna (gretnala.com). Screen captures of the 
webpage meeting notifications are included in Appendix A6. 
 

3.0  Public Meeting Format and Collateral Materials 

The format of the public meeting was an open house with stations set up throughout the 
meeting venue to present project information. Figure 1 displays the Public Meeting Layout with 
locations of stations and numbered display boards.  
 
Various collateral materials regarding the project were made available to attendees at the 
public meeting as contained in Appendix B. Collateral materials included a handout (Appendix 
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B1), comment/survey form (Appendix B2), frequently asked questions (Appendix B3), 
PowerPoint presentation and script (Appendix B4), and display boards (Appendix B5).  
 

Figure 1. Public Meeting Layout 

 

 

The following summarizes the informational stations and display boards at the public meeting: 
 

 The first station consisted of a welcome table that included sign-in sheets and 
information materials that were provided to attendees as they entered the meeting 
venue. Display Board 1 welcomed meeting participants and asked them to sign-in and 
pick up the public meeting materials including the handout, comment card and survey 
form, and frequently asked questions. 
 

 The second station included a project PowerPoint presentation with voice-over. 
Classroom style seating was provided to attendees. Display Board 2 asked meeting 
participants to watch the 10 minute video to learn about the project and then visit any 
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information station to ask team members questions. 
 

 The third station included information on the overall project and environmental 
resources. Display Boards 3 to 10 displayed information on the National Environmental 
Policy Act (NEPA) process, the study area, project timeline, alternatives analysis process, 
environmental resources, wetlands, land use, and flood zones. Environmental and 
planning staff of the Project Team was available to informally speak with attendees 
regarding environmental resources and issues as they viewed environmental mapping 
and photo exhibits. 
 

 The next station included information on alternatives and conceptual engineering. 
Display Boards 11 to 16 presented maps of the conceptual and preliminary alternatives, 
a summary of impacts and other considerations for each alternative, and renderings of 
the proposed Gulf Intracoastal Waterway (GIWW) crossing. Display Board 17 described 
the procedures for the protection of historical and archaeological resources to address 
the requirements of Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA).  
 

 Copies of the detailed alignment maps and preliminary reports on the project purpose 
and need, Tier 1 alternatives analysis, existing traffic analysis, and marine vessel traffic 
report were displayed on tables in the middle of the room (see Location 18 on Exhibit 
1). Engineering and other technical staff of the Project Team was available to informally 
speak with attendees as they viewed mapping related to the alternatives and other 
engineering features associated with the project. 
 

 The last station consisted of a comment station that included tables and chairs where 
meeting attendees were able to provide their comments. Display Board 19 directed 
meeting participants to tables where they could provide comments through written 
and/or verbal means. The display board also informed meeting participants that they 
could submit comments after the meeting via e-mail or U.S. mail. 
 

4.0 Public Meeting Attendance 

Meeting participants consisted of residents, business owners, elected officials, and members of 
the Project Team. A total of 87 individuals attended the public meeting (6 public officials, 16 
members of the Project Team, and 65 members of the public). Copies of the meeting sign-in 
sheets are displayed in Appendix C. 
 

5.0 Comment Summary 

The public was given the opportunity to submit comments before, during, and after the public 
meeting. Public comments are included in Appendix D. 
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As described in Section 2.0, the earliest public meeting notification was published on 
September 6, 2015, and the first comment or question related to the project was submitted via 
the project email address on the same day. During the public meeting, participants were invited 
to submit comments in writing by way of a comment form or verbally through an audio 
recording. After the public meeting, the comment period was extended from October 6, 2015 
to October 13, 2015, and the extension notification was posted on the RPC website.  

During the comment period, a total of 47 individuals submitted comments. All comments were 
tabulated and are included in the comment summary table, which is included in Appendix D1.  
The comment submittal methods included the following: 

 Written comment on the comment/survey form during the meeting or mailed to the 
project P.O. Box address (Appendix D2),  

 Verbally through an audio recording at the meeting,  

 E-mail to the project e-mail address (Appendix D3), and/or  

 Letter to the project P.O. Box address (Appendix D4).  

A few commenters submitted comments in more than one format. The following is an overview 
of comments and questions received during the comment period by topic: 

General Comments and Questions  

 No Coal Trains!  

 Not In My Back Yard! (NIMBY)  

 Was this meeting a “continuation” of the RAM Terminals meeting just held in 

Plaquemines Parish?  

 Can you tell us where trains using the corridor will originate (outside of the 

Metropolitan area)?  

 Will this project also involve the regulation of cargo on the trains? Besides coal, 

hazardous chemicals and other dust producing items should not be allowed on trains in 

the corridor.  

 What is being done to address dust and health hazards associated with coal cargo on 

trains using the corridor? 

At-Grade Connections - Crossing at LA 18 / 4th Street and at Lapalco Boulevard in Harvey 

 The sharp curvature at 4th Street needs to be verified for feasibility.  

 Traffic impacts along 4th Street and Peters Road.  

 Traffic impacts on Peters Road south of Lapalco Boulevard. 
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Alignment Considerations 

 The alignment along Peters Road at the northern end of the flood wall needs to be 

evaluated relative to the distance of the track to the foundation of the flood wall.    

 Continue the rail alignment on the west side of Peters Road between Lapalco Boulevard 

and the Murphy Canal crossing.  

 Consider relocating the alignment to the east side of Peters Road between Lapalco 

Boulevard and the Murphy Canal crossing.  

 As part of preliminary alternative B, the proposed bridge over Lapalco Boulevard is too 

costly. 

Neighborhood Impacts 

 Potential environmental justice concerns - the northern portion of the alignment is close 

to an African-American community.  

 The alignment south of Lapalco Boulevard and north of the Gulf Intracoastal Waterway 

(GIWW) is close to the Woodland West neighborhood, which does not want trains.  

 The introduction of train-related vibration and noise from passing trains in areas east of 

Peters Road is a concern to area residents.  

 Coal dust – community health is at risk. 

Traffic Impacts 

 Along the existing rail alignment, traffic congestion in Gretna is a problem when trains 

pass – multiple crossings are blocked and traffic builds up when trains pass through the 

City.  

 Traffic impacts along 4th Street and Peters Road, and subsequently east and west of 

that intersection. 

Safety 

 Will the length of trains proposed in the future create conditions where one or more of 

the streets crossed by the rail are blocked for extended periods? 

Existing Track Removal 

 When will the tracks be removed from Gretna and along LA 23? Is that a part of this 

project?  

 Will this project result in the removal of the rail bridge over the GIWW next to the Judge 

Perez Bridge? 
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Project Timeline and Funding 

 What is the projected timeline for the project completion and is this realistic?  

 What is the source of local funding identified in the FAQs provided at the meeting? 

The comment form included options for input on the preliminary alternatives, the no-build 
alternative, and elimination of the conceptual alignment options, as well as for communicating 
concerns. The survey portion of the form asked participants how they heard about the meeting 
and how they would like to be informed about the project in the future.  

Of the 35 commenters who filled out the questionnaire about the preliminary alternatives on 
the comment card, the majority (24 commenters) preferred the no-build alternative. The 
preference for preliminary alternatives A and B was equally split (5 each). Four commenters 
stated a preference for a combination of preliminary alternatives A and B as shown in Table 3: 

Table 3. Preferences for Combination of Preliminary Alternatives A and B 

Segment Description of Alternatives in Each Segment 
Combination 
Preferences 

4th Street to  
US 90B 

Alternative A: West Side of Peters Rd 2 for A 
2 for B Alternative B: East Side of Peters Rd 

US 90B to Lapalco 
Blvd 

Alternative A: West Side of Peters Rd 
1 for A 
3 for B 

Alternative B: Within utility corridor between Peters Rd and 
Pailet Ave 

Murphy Canal 
Crossing to GIWW 

Alternative A: Closer to Peters Rd Extension 2 for A 
2 for B Alternative B: Farther from Peters Rd Extension 

GIWW to Proposed 
Hero Yard 

Alternative A: Offset from Peters Rd Extension  
2 for A 
2 for B 

 

Of the 18 commenters who filled out the questionnaire about the conceptual alignment options 
on the comment card, the majority (16 commenters) agreed with the elimination of conceptual 
alignment options 1 and 4. One commenter agreed with elimination of option 4 because of its 
proximity to residences but did not agree with elimination of option 1 because of its relative 
isolation. The other two commenters who did not agree with elimination of the conceptual 
alignment options did not provide a reason. 

On the comment form question of concerns related to the project, the most frequently stated 
concerns were community impacts, safety, and noise impacts. The categories provided on the 
comment form were marked as follows: 

 Relocations and Right-of-Way (ROW) Impacts (10 responses) 

 Community Impacts (17 responses) 

 Transportation and Access (12 responses) 

 Business Impacts (6 responses) 

 Safety (16 responses) 
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 Noise Impacts (14 responses) 

 Commercial Vehicle Operations (8 responses) 

 Construction Impacts (8 responses) 

 Wetland Impacts (10 responses) 

 Other, please specify (8 responses) 

Where “Other” was noted and an explanation was provided by the commenter, the concerns 
included the impact to citizens’ way of life, damage from vibration to the existing floodwall, 
health (respiratory) and other medical concerns, proximity to residences and schools, impacts 
on the St. Rosalie neighborhood, impacts on African American neighborhoods along Pailet 
Avenue and Peters Road, traffic at the rail crossing of Peters Road at Lapalco Boulevard, and 
possible multiple crossovers of Peters Road. 

When asked how commenters heard about the meeting, most responded that they received a 
flyer in the mail, heard about the meeting from a friend or neighbor, or received an email. 
Commenters also learned about the meeting from websites, newspapers, or on the radio. 

Commenters responded that they would like to receive project updates primarily by e-mail or 
mail. Only one commenter responded that she would like to receive project updates on the 
RPC website. 
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6.0 Photos 
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WORLD

Thousands finally 
reach country
—

By Katrin Bennhold 
and Steven Erlanger

© 2015, The New York Times

MUNICH — Germans waving wel-
come signs in German, English 
and Arabic came to the train sta-
tion here Saturday to greet the 
first group of what is expect-
ed to be about 8,000 migrants 
to arrive in Germany by early 
today, after an arduous and emo-
tional journey through Hungary 
and Austria.

Germans applauded and vol-
unteers offered hot tea, food 
and toys as about 450 migrants 
arrived on a special train service 
from Austria, finally reaching 
Germany, which had held out an 
open hand to them.

“Thank you, Germany,” said 
one woman from the Kurd-
ish part of northern Iraq who 
said she had been on the road 
for a month and a half with her 
two children.

A German volunteer, Silvia 
Reinschmiedt, who runs a local 
school, could not stay at home. “I 
said to myself, I have to do some-
thing,” she said as she handed 
out warm drinks. Reinschmiedt 
said she had been profoundly 
moved by the scene.

“They rarely volunteer their 
stories, but their eyes speak vol-
umes,” she said.

By Saturday evening, about 
6,000 migrants had arrived 
here, and another 1,800 were 
expected to arrive in trains 
overnight, according to the Ger-
man police.

It was the desired des-
tination for an extraordinary 
march of migrants, who broke 
through Hungarian obstacles 
and reached Austria on Satur-
day morning after a night of 
frantic negotiations among Ger-
man, Austrian and Hungarian 

officials cleared the way.
O ver n ight ,  about 4 , 5 0 0 

exhausted migrants were bused 
to the Austrian border by a Hun-
garian government that gave up 
trying to stop them and instead 
decided to help them travel in 
safety. That help was temporary, 
however, as Hungary found 
itself struggling to cope with a 
new influx of migrants.

The migrants’ arrival in Ger-
many was the culmination of 
10 days of tragedy and emotion 
that at last caught the world’s 
attention, as war and chaos in 
Syria and elsewhere in the Mid-
dle East set off one of the largest 
emigrations since World War II.

The standoff in Hungary 
seemed to encapsulate the long 
and often deadly journeys that 
hundreds of thousands of people 
have made to try to reach some 
semblance of peace, security 
and prosperity in a Europe that, 
for the most part, did not much 
want them.

Even as the thousands made 
it to Austria on buses provided 
by the Hungarian government, 

on Saturday morning a new 
group of about 1,000 migrants 
set off on foot from the Budapest 
train station, Keleti, on their 
own march to the border.

At the same time, at least 
2 ,000 more migrants were 
caught trying to enter Hunga-
ry on Friday alone, and Janos 
Lazar, chief of staff to Prime 
Minister Viktor Orban, said that 
Hungary would work to com-
plete its border fence to stop fur-
ther illegal entry.

Zoltan Kovacs, a government 
spokesman, told the state news 
agency that Budapest was not 
planning to send any more bus-
es to Austria. The Hungarian 
authorities, worried that eas-
ing the migrants’ journey would 
just encourage more to attempt 
the passage, said Saturday that 
they would stick to their under-
standing of European regula-
tions and try to stop and regis-
ter new migrants, again leaving 
thousands stranded.

T he d rama h igh l ight ed 
some serious policy questions 
for European foreign ministers 

meeting in Luxembourg on 
Saturday. How many migrants 
would be welcome and for how 
long? How much has Germa-
ny’s “open door” encouraged 
more migrants to embark on the 
often-treacherous journey?

The meeting of the foreign 
ministers produced little agree-
ment; the bloc’s foreign poli-
cy chief, Federica Mogherini, 
described the talks as “difficult.” 
Europe’s migrant crisis is “here 
to stay,” she said, and nations 
must act together. “In three 
months’ time, it will be other 
member states under the focus, 
and in six months, it could be 
again others,” she said.

The European Union, which 
operates by consensus among 
its 28 member states, is debat-
ing what to do, but consider-
able resistance remains among 
central European states like 
Poland, Slovakia and the Czech 
Republic, as well as from Brit-
ain, to accepting mandatory 
quotas of migrants, as France 
and Germany have proposed.

According to figures from 
the U.N. refugee agency, about 
49 percent of the 320,000 or so 
migrants who have reached 
Europe this year are from Syr-
ia and only 3 percent are from 
Iraq. About 12 percent are from 
Afghanistan and 8 percent are 
from Eritrea.

In 2014, only about 45 percent 
of asylum applications made to 
European governments had a 
positive outcome — at least half 
were turned away for being ille-
gal migrants.

The EU bureaucracy is try-
ing to come up with a plan to 
set up reception centers for 
migrants in Greece and Italy, 
where they can be cared for and 
screened. The officials are also 
drawing up a plan to distribute 
up to 160,000 migrants and asy-
lum seekers. European interior 
ministers will meet Sept. 14 to 
discuss the proposals and a sum-
mit meeting of bloc leaders is 
likely to follow.

Germany welcomes migrants

JENS MEYER / THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

A man holds a cardboard with a ‘Welcome’ slogan during the arriv-
al of refugees at the train station in central Germany on Saturday. 
Hundreds of refugees arrived in a train from Munich to be trans-
ported by buses to an accommodation center.

LA 23 New Orleans & Gulf Coast Railway
Relocation PE/NEPA Project

Jefferson and Plaquemines Parishes, LA
RPC/FRA Grant # FR-RLD-0032-14-01-00

RPC Task LA23RR1

The Regional Planning Commission for Jefferson, Orleans,
Plaquemines, St. Bernard, St. Tammany and Tangipahoa Parishes
(RPC) and the Federal Railroad Administration (FRA) will host an Open
House Public Meeting concerning the preparation of an environmental
assessment (EA) to evaluate the environmental impacts associated
with relocating a portion of the New Orleans & Gulf Coast (NOGC)
Railway in Jefferson and Plaquemines Parishes, LA. The purpose
of the EA will be to provide the public, governmental agencies, and
all other interested parties with information to assess the proposed
rail relocation alternatives that will meet the Project’s purpose and
need and to evaluate the environmental impacts associated with the
alternatives. The 13-mile portion of the NOGC Railway that is subject to
potential relocation extends from the Harvey Canal, through the City of
Gretna, and along LA 23/Belle Chasse Highway in Jefferson Parish and
a portion of Plaquemines Parish.

The Open House Public Meeting will allow the public to review and
comment on the Project purpose and need, the National Environmental
Policy Act (NEPA) environmental process, and to receive additional
environmental and preliminary engineering (PE) information regarding
the project. The Public Meeting will be held :

Tuesday, September 22, 2015
4:00 - 7:00 PM

Mel Ott Park Multi-Purpose Center
2301 Belle Chasse Highway

Gretna, LA 70053

Please join the RPC to share your thoughts about the project. Written
comments will be collected during the meeting and may also be mailed
or emailed to the project team by October 6, 2015 to: LA 23 Railway
Project, P.O. Box 56845, NewOrleans, LA, 70156 or LA23publicinfo@
hdrinc.com

Public participation is solicited without regard to race, color, national
origin, age, sex, religion, disability or family status. Persons who require
special accommodations under the Americans with Disabilities
Act or persons who require translation services should contact
(504) 488-4745 or LA23publicinfo@hdrinc.com at least five working
days prior to the meeting.

For more information visit http://www.norpc.org/railroad.html

PUBLIC MEETING NOTICE

No offers or quotes can be combined. 0% apr on approved credit on select models. Money back guarantee 24 hours or 100 miles,
if in excess of 100 miles or if the vehicle has been damaged, this option becomes null and void. A-2
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Also up for auction will be lots asso-
ciated with early 20th-century New
Orleans Mayor Paul Capdevielle, as
well as a collection of art works deac-
cessioned by the Alexandria Museum
of Art. In all, there will be more than
1,700 lots to bid on.

“What’s really astonishing about the
300 lots from the Robert Penn Warren
house is not just the quality, but the
rarity of some pieces, like the contents
of the chapel that is on the site,” Lam-
bert said. “One of my favorite pieces
is a painting of the house itself in the
1970s by Robert Rucker, a well-known
regional artist.”

Although Warren’s time in the house
was brief, it came at a crucial point in

his career as a writer.
Warren moved from Memphis,

Tennessee, to Baton Rouge in 1934,
when he accepted a position as an as-
sistant professor of English at LSU.
The eight years that he lived in Loui-
siana were contemporaneous with
the assassination of Sen. Huey P.
Long, ending his domination of state
politics, and the ensuing “Louisiana
Scandals” that revealed pervasive

corruption among Long’s henchmen
and successors.

A Guggenheim Fellowship took
Warren to Italy in 1939, though he
remained on the LSU faculty; while
there, he wrote the verse play “Proud
Flesh,” a precursor of “All the King’s
Men,” the novel based on Long’s ca-
reer that won the Pulitzer Prize for
fiction in 1946.

It was toward the end of his tenure at
LSU that Warren purchased what was
then known as Twin Oaks plantation.
He made a down payment of $675 and
took out a note for the balance, intend-
ing to live there indefinitely. But when
LSU refused to match an offer made
to Warren to teach at the University
of Minnesota, he took it as a rejection
and left Louisiana.

Lewis Simpson’s biography of War-
ren, “The Fable of a Southern Writer,”

includes this comment that Warren
made about his time at LSU and his
experience as co-founder of a literary
journal, The Southern Review: “We
were to scatter. I, for good and suf-
ficient reason, to leave my grove of
live oaks, bayou and windmill in Prai-
rieville, which I had looked forward
to enjoying for keeps. I fled to Yankee
Land.”

Paul Capdevielle never attained na-
tional prominence as Warren did, but
he served as mayor of New Orleans
during an especially dynamic period
from 1900 to 1904. His term saw the
introduction of a modern drainage
and sewage system, a costly streetcar
strike, the Robert Charles race riots
in July 1900, the establishment of the
Public Belt Railroad and the acceler-
ated development of City Park.

So devoted to the park was Capdevi-

elle that he served as president of the
City Park Improvement Association
for 20 years until his death in 1922.

“The lots in the auction associated
with Mayor Capdevielle came to us
from his descendants who live in Tex-
as. They understood that there would
be a bigger audience for them here
than there would be there,” Lambert
said.

A first-generation American, Cap-
devielle was born in New Orleans in
1842 and remained fiercely proud of
his French heritage. He is considered
the last of New Orleans’ Creole may-
ors and was awarded the Cross of the
Legion of Honor by the French gov-
ernment in 1902.

For information about the auc-
tion, preview dates and online bid-
ding, go to crescentcityauction
gallery.com.

Advocate staff photos by JOHNMcCUSKER

TOP: Portraits that once hung in the home of Paul Capdevielle, a mayor of New Orleans. ABOVE: This painting of
Robert Penn Warren’s home is one of the items up for bid at an upcoming auction.

A dining room table that belonged to former New Orleans Mayor Paul
Capdevielle. An upcoming auction at Crescent City Auction Gallery on St.
Charles Avenue will feature items belonging to Capdevielle, a Civil War vet-
eran and mayor of New Orleans (1900-1904) and from the house of Robert
Penn Warren, an LSU English professor in the 1930s-40s and author of the
classic novel ‘All the King’s Men.’

AUCTION
Continued from page 1A

“What’s really astonishing about
the 300 lots from the Robert
PennWarren house is not just

the quality, but the rarity of some
pieces, like the contents of the
chapel that is on the site.”

ADAM LAMBERT, proprietor of Crescent
City Auction Gallery

second floor of the two-story,
16,000-square-foot building —
including children — had to
jump from balconies to fire-
fighters who caught them be-
low, Duffaut said.

In an interview, he described

the scene as “dramatic.”
No residents were injured,

although one firefighter suf-
fered minor injuries, he said.

The first floor of the build-
ing is elevated 5 feet off the
ground.

The fire was brought under
control in 90 minutes. The
cause remains under investi-
gation.

FIRE
Continued from page 1A

WASHINGTON— Already a done
deal in Congress, the Iran nu-
clear agreement gained more
momentum Sunday when for-
mer Secretary of State Co-
lin Powell and Rep. Debbie
Wasserman Schultz, the head
of the Democratic National
Committee, announced their
support.

Powell, secretary of state un-
der President George W. Bush,
called the agreement “a pretty
good deal” that would reduce
the threat of Iran gaining a
nuclear weapon.

Iran’s nuclear program “has
been thrown into a detour,”
making it less likely it can
produce a nuclear weapon
to be used against Israel or
other countries, Powell said.
“So that’s pretty good,” he told
NBC’s “Meet the Press.”

Wasserman Schultz, D-Fla.,
said the decision to endorse the
agreement was the most diffi-
cult one she has made in nearly
23 years in elected office.

The Jewish lawmaker wrote
in The Miami Herald that while
she has concerns about the
agreement, the deal “provides
the best chance to ensure” se-
curity for the U.S., Israel and
other allies.

“Under the agreement Iran
will not be able to produce a
nuclear bomb for at least 10-
15 years,” she said, while the
U.S. and its allies “will be able
to more closely concentrate on

stopping Iran’s terrorist activ-
ity.”

Wasserman Schultz choked
back tears as she described her
decision to back the Iran deal as
“a Jewish mother” and Ameri-
can citizen.

“There’s nothing more impor-
tant to me, as a Jew, (than) to
ensure that Israel’s existence
is there throughout our genera-
tions,” she said on CNN’s “State
of the Union.”

“And I’m confident that the
process I have gone through to
reach this decision is one that
will ensure that Israel will be
there forever.”

The White House has clinched
the necessary Senate votes to
ensure that Congress will up-
hold the deal even if President
Barack Obama ends up having
to veto a disapproval resolution
set for a vote in the week ahead.

But with that support in hand
and more piling up, the White

House and congressional back-
ers of the deal have begun aim-
ing for a more ambitious goal:
enough commitments to bottle
up the disapproval resolution
in the Senate with a filibuster,
preventing it from even coming
to a final vote.

That effort suffered a set-
back on Friday as Sen. Ben Car-
din, of Maryland, top Democrat
on the Senate Foreign Relations
Committee, said he opposed the
deal.

Thirty-eight senators back
the agreement, three votes shy
of the 41 needed to filibuster
a disapproval resolution and
block it from passing.

Powell, who was President
Ronald Reagan’s national secu-
rity adviser, invoked Reagan’s
oft-quoted maxim that the West
should “trust but verify” any
agreements with the former
Soviet Union.

“With respect to the Iranians,
it’s don’t trust — never trust
— and always verify,” Powell
said. “And I think a very vig-
orous verification regime has
been put in place,” with the
International Atomic Energy
Agency and other international
organizations monitoring Iran’s
compliance.

BY MATTHEW DALY
Associated Press

Powell,Wasserman Schultz support Iran deal

Associated Press photo by JOEL AUERBACH

Democratic National Committee Chairwoman Rep. Debbie
Wasserman Schultz, D-Fla., looks on as Vice President Joe
Biden discusses the Iran nuclear deal with Jewish community
leaders at the David Posnack Jewish Community Center in Da-
vie, Fla. on Thursday. Wasserman Schultz said that while she
has concerns about the agreement, the deal ‘provides the best
chance to ensure’ security for the U.S., Israel and other allies.

PUBLIC MEETING NOTICE
LA 23 New Orleans & Gulf Coast Railway

Relocation PE/NEPA Project
Jefferson and Plaquemines Parishes, LA
RPC/FRA Grant # FR-RLD-0032-14-01-00

RPC Task LA23RR1

The Regional Planning Commission for Jefferson, Orleans,
Plaquemines, St. Bernard, St. Tammany and Tangipahoa Parishes
(RPC) and the Federal Railroad Administration (FRA) will host
an Open House Public Meeting concerning the preparation of an
environmental assessment (EA) to evaluate the environmental
impacts associated with relocating a portion of the New Orleans &
Gulf Coast (NOGC) Railway in Jefferson and Plaquemines Parishes,
LA. The purpose of the EA will be to provide the public, governmental
agencies, and all other interested parties with information to assess
the proposed rail relocation alternatives that will meet the Project’s
purpose and need and to evaluate the environmental impacts
associated with the alternatives. The 13-mile portion of the NOGC
Railway that is subject to potential relocation extends from the
Harvey Canal, through the City of Gretna, and along LA 23/Belle
Chasse Highway in Jefferson Parish and a portion of Plaquemines Parish.

The Open House Public Meeting will allow the public to review
and comment on the Project purpose and need, the National
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) environmental process, and to
receive additional environmental and preliminary engineering (PE)
information regarding the project. The Public Meeting will be held :

Tuesday, September 22, 2015
4:00 - 7:00 PM

Mel Ott Park Multi-Purpose Center
2301 Belle Chasse Highway

Gretna, LA 70053

Please join the RPC to share your thoughts about the project. Written
comments will be collected during the meeting and may also be
mailed or emailed to the project team by October 6, 2015 to: LA
23 Railway Project, P.O. Box 56845, New Orleans, LA, 70156 or
LA23publicinfo@hdrinc.com

Public participation is solicited without regard to race, color,
national origin, age, sex, religion, disability or family status. Persons
who require special accommodations under the Americans with
Disabilities Act or persons who require translation services should
contact (504) 488-4745 or LA23publicinfo@hdrinc.com at least

For more information visit http://www.norpc.org/railroad.html

Preview Online at
www.crescentcityauctiongallery.com

1330 St. Charles Avenue, New Orleans, LA 70130
504-529-5057 • Fax 504-529-6057

22% Buyers Premium • LA Auc Lic 1354, 1529

THREE DAY ESTATES AUCTION
Friday, September 11th at 12:00 P.M.

Saturday, September 12th at 9:00 A.M.
Sunday, September 13th at 9:00 A.M.

On Exhibition Daily
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By Zenitha Prince
Contributing Writer

(Special to the Trice Edney
News Wire from the Afro
American Newspaper) — A
Black Indiana teenager has
achieved a feat that very few
American students can claim—
she attained perfect ACT, SAT,
PSAT and AP scores.

Love Osunnuga, 15, skipped
both the first and fifth grades so
she will be a mere 16 when she

heads off to college. And the sky’s
the limit when it comes to which
colleges the South Bend teenager
may likely get to choose from.

According to the College
Board, which administers the
SAT, only 585 out of the almost
1.7 million students in the United
States who took the test in 2014
(or 0.035 percent) attained a per-
fect score of 2400.

And, only 0.08 percent (1,598)
of the more than 1.9 million ACT
test takers nationwide earned the

highest composite
score of 36, according
to the organization’s
yearly report.

Osunnuga said she put
in a lot of work but that
even she was surprised
at how well it paid off.

“I would say I studied
a lot, I took a lot of prac-
tice tests,” Osunnuga
told WSBT 22.  She added, “I was
just shocked, I thought you had to
be a super genius, like, studied for

months and prepared
beforehand to get that
kind of score.”

The senior said she
plans to follow in her
Nigeria-born parents’
footsteps: her father,
Sunday Osunnuga, is an
emergency physician
and her mother, Grace
Osunnuga, is a nurse and

St. Mary’s College professor.
The teenager plans to become a
dermatologist.◊ 

By Fr. Jerome LeDoux
Contributing Columnist

Class reunions concern one
year only: the commencement
year of a single class. However, a
school reunion harks back to the
very founding of the school and
embraces every student who ever
studied at that school at any time
from the very beginning until
now. If the school is old, after
many decades have passed by,
most or all of the earliest students
will have gone home to God
before a school reunion.     

Such was the case with Sacred
Heart School in Lake Charles,
Louisiana that dates back to 1908.
Eleanor Figaro, freshly graduated
from the eighth grade in  Lafayette,
Louisiana, began teaching  classes at
Green’s Hall on Enterprise
Boulevard where she taught for two
years until the nascent school was
moved into the Little Red School
House that opened in 1910 at
Louisiana Avenue and Pine Street.

What? No college diploma and
no teacher’s certificate? Let me
assure you, in all my days I have
never seen a college-educated,
teaching-certified woman or man
who exceeded the knowledge, wis-
dom, teaching skills and discipline
of Eleanor Figaro, aunt of Father
Mark Figaro, SVD. With amazing-
ly strong arms, she grabbed
naughty boys like me at the biceps,
grinding our muscles with power-

ful hands. We called it “The
Boston Grip” and feared it more
than any other form of discipline.

That Little Red School contained
some of the elementary grades
doubled up as need demanded.
Somewhere in the mix, Tulla Ryan
joined forces with Eleanor Figaro
to keep the school afloat. With lit-
tle regard for her own pay, Eleanor
Figaro and later Tulla Ryan self-
lessly carried the educational load
until 1922 when Mother Katharine
Drexel and her Sisters Of The
Blessed Sacrament troops were
called in to push the teaching and
formation into overdrive. Alas, the
discipline-minded nuns cut the stu-
dents no slack from the Eleanor
Figaro and Tulla Ryan template.

As Mother Katharine Drexel
walked the grounds of the Little
Red School back in those days,
no one realized that a future saint
was in their midst. Yes, as a mat-
ter of fact, because of her, the
ground on which the teachers and
children were walking, running
and standing was holy ground.
Such was the heavy, blessed and
productive history of the Little
Red School that not only could
but did with great aplomb.   

Excellence is hardly expected
from a tiny school that could sub-
sist only on a regimen of some
combined classrooms. Yet, excel-
lence is what the Little Red School
managed and delivered on a grand
scale. The most basic and most

important alumni were those who
developed into faith-filled, enlight-
ened mothers and fathers who
anchored stable, God-loving fami-
lies in the community. From them
came citizens who were strong in
their faith, solid in their value sys-
tem and productive in life.

No wonder, then, that a seeming-
ly never-ending supply of teachers
was begot through their firsthand
experience at the feet of Eleanor
Figaro, Tulla Ryan and that formi-
dable cavalry of nuns who were all
about learning and discipline.

Dr. Murray Martin, MD headed a
parade of nurses and other health
care folks who got their start at
Sacred Heart. Many attorneys and
civil servants at virtually every
level also cut their teeth in the
Little Red School. Religious
women of Sacred Heart are Sisters:
Thecla Bonner, Gabriella Guidry,
Augustine McDaniels, Alicia
Martin, Marie Fidelia Washington
– all SSF; Mary Roger
Thibodeaux, SBS.

Clerics coming out of Sacred
Heart are: Bishop Harold Robert
Perry, SVD, DD, the first African-
American bishop of the 20th cen-
tury; Bishop Leonard James
Olivier, SVD, DD; Colonel
Chaplain Louis Verlin LeDoux;
Rev. Jerome Gaston LeDoux,
SVD; Deacon Edward LaVine;
Deacon Erroll DeVille.

But, with a poor economy and eco-
nomic benefits given in other

schools, not
even Saint
K a t h a r i n e
Drexel could
stay a falling
e n r o l l m e n t
that forced the
closing of
Sacred Heart
School after the 2011-12 school year
despite heroic efforts to keep it.

Sacred Heart School is a para-
digm of perhaps the majority of
Catholic schools around the
country. During my nine years at
Our Mother Of Mercy Church in
Fort Worth, I personally wit-
nessed the gradual decline of Our
Mother Of Mercy School there.
While a minimum of 135 stu-
dents is necessary to achieve sol-
vency and even hoped-for liquid-
ity for the school, the numbers
fell gradually into the seventies.

This prompted me to warn con-
stantly about our perilous situa-
tion with 200 families, for Our
Mother Of Mercy in Houston
with 1200 families and Our
Mother of Mercy in Beaumont
with 1300 families had lost their
schools by lack of involvement.

St. Augustine Seminary alumnus
Elray Victorian and his wife Kay
was scheduled to pick me up
September 3 for a Friday bitter-
sweet Meet & Greet in KPC Hall, a
basketball game Saturday, banquet
at the Civic Center, Sunday morn-
ing Mass. Stay tuned, folks!◊
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Not even a Saint could save her school

Teenager aces national pre-college tests

A Journey of Discovery:  Area youngsters exposed to history and life
Sandra Starks McCollum
Contributing Writer

Part II
The National Basketball Retired

Players Association (NBRPA) has
developed an exceptional communi-
ty outreach program which should
be replicated and practiced through-
out the country as an exemplary
character building experience. 

As the NBRPA CIVIL Rights Tour
progressed from Louisiana, through
Mississippi and Alabama, Keith
Plessy, who was invited on the trip,
explained the significance of the
Plessy v. Ferguson case to each bus-
load of tour participants. Keith
Plessy is a relative of Homer Plessy,
the Louisiana man who initiated
action challenging inequities in rail-
way transportation in 1892. Persons
of African descent were required to

travel in separate railroad cars. The
ramifications of the Supreme Court
1896 findings for this case resulted
in southern states confirming sepa-
rate but equal facilities for Blacks
and whites in every aspect of public
interaction. It influenced and justi-
fied the practice of segregation in
public schools based on the ideolo-
gy that if everything was equal,
there was no inequity in the law or
its application.

Plessy pointed out the absurdity
of this demeaning practice of sepa-
ration of the races; discrimination
determined by differences in skin
color. Mr. Homer Plessy, though
legally classified as a Negro, could
not be recognized as such solely
based upon sight.  He was clearly
as white-skinned in appearance as
any Caucasian.

Alyssa Arnell, a historian and

professor who also joined the cara-
van, defined Brown v. Board of
Education as one of the most
important Supreme Court deci-
sions of the 20th century.  It unan-
imously held that racial segrega-
tion of school children in public
schools violated the Equal
Protection Clause of the
Fourteenth Amendment. The stu-
dents were highly engaged with
her presentation.  She eloquently
recounted how psychological stud-
ies using Black and white dolls
conducted by Kenneth and Mamie
Clark were used as evidence to the
courts that segregation was inher-
ently damaging to the psyches of
Black students. She related how
effectively the team of attorneys
demonstrated that racial stereotyp-
ing caused Black children to inter-
nalize feelings of inferiority and

this factor swayed the opinion of
the court to rule against Separate
but equal practices.  

With their minds thoroughly
stimulated, the tour descended
onto the University of Alabama in
Tuscaloosa, where they heard
thought-provoking messages by
student athletes and Coach Burton
Burns, a New Orleans native. He
presented Reggie Ragland, who is
predicted to become the No. 1
NFL draft choice for the 2016 sea-
son. Also speaking to the group
was Tierany Jenkins, a young
woman basketball player who
emphasized the importance of
making good choices.  She gave
personal examples of choosing to
practice to hone her skills instead of
going to parties with her friends.
The inspiring messages of the day
were: making good choices, hard

work, perseverance and education.  
Back in New Orleans, participants

celebrated the NBRPA Full Court
Press: Prep for Success, a program
which exposed the young people to
both basketball and life skills.  

The group of 80 or so underserved
young people from ages 11 to 16
assembled in four groups to take
advantage of resumé-building,
demonstrated by Jobsy Wobsy and
to foster an understanding of the job
market.  Jobsy Wobsy offers an
array of tools which when used
together can contribute to a success-
ful career. The Resumé Builder,
Cover Letter, College Essay, Sample
Job Application, Learning Center,
and Decision Tree all work together
to instill life-long habits and practi-
cal career knowledge that will serve
young people well into adulthood.

Jobsy Wobsy operates under the
premise that the world is full of
opportunity for the young. Nothing
is impossible and nothing is out of
reach.  They can be anything they
want to be with the right “push.”
This unique program was paired
well with the other activities.  

There was a mentoring compo-
nent conducted by Mr. Will

McCall of the Leadership
Foundations and Keith Plessy.
Their presentation emphasized
the importance of noting that
there were others who fought for
liberties now enjoyed by 9 stu-
dent attending Tulane University,
the host of our day. Mr. Plessy
reiterated important facts pertain-
ing to the Civil Rights Movement
while the students were literally
sitting on the edge of their seats
captivated by the presentation and
attentively engaged.

Respect for authority was anoth-
er topic explored by Robert
Triggs of the Leadership
Foundation. Multiple activities
immersed the young people in
activities which gave them speak-
ing opportunities and demonstrat-
ed the importance of respect. 

The NBRPA and its partners
annually offer similar programs in
10 to 15 cities across the United
States and abroad. Relevant topics
are addressed which are pertinent
and particular to each community.

Sandra McCollum can be
reached at sandraannmccol-
lum@yahoo.com.◊
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OPEN HOUSE MEETING

Venture Global Plaquemines LNG, LLC is proposing to build, operate and maintain a 
liquefied natural gas (LNG) export facility in Plaquemines Parish 20 miles south of the Port 
of New Orleans. The 632-acre project will have 7,000 feet of river frontage on the 
Mississippi River and feedgas pipelines in both Plaquemines and Jefferson Parishes. 

With hiring planned to begin in mid-2017, the project expects to provide approximately 
300 long-term jobs, in addition to a total of 1,500 workers during peak construction. 
Louisiana’s strong support for industrial development at the state and local levels is 
creating this unique opportunity. 

We are hosting an informal meeting for the public as part of the Federal Energy 
Regulatory Commission’s pre-filing process. You are invited to attend a two-hour open 
house to view displays, learn more and provide important input.

Venture Global is committed to being a good neighbor in Plaquemines and Jefferson 
Parishes. We believe in open, proactive and ongoing consultation with the community, its 
leaders and other stakeholders. For more information about the Plaquemines LNG project, 
please visit http://venturegloballng.com/plaquemines or call (800) 514-0833 or email 
info@vglng.com. 

PLAQUEMINES PARISH
Tuesday, Sept. 15, 2015
5-7 p.m. 
Port Sulphur Community 
Center
278 Civic Drive
Port Sulphur, LA 70083

JEFFERSON PARISH
Wednesday, Sept. 16, 2015
5-7 p.m.
Jean Lafitte Multi-Purpose 
Center
4917 City Park Drive
Lafitte, LA 70067

Learn More • Meet the Project Team • Offer Comments

PUBLIC MEETING NOTICE
LA 23 New Orleans & Gulf Coast Railway 

Relocation PE/NEPA Project
Jefferson and Plaquemines Parishes, LA

RPC/FRA Grant # FR-RLD-0032-14-01-00
RPC Task LA23RR1

The Regional Planning Commission for Jefferson, Orleans, 
Plaquemines, St. Bernard, St. Tammany and Tangipahoa Parishes 
(RPC) and the Federal Railroad Administration (FRA) will host 
an Open House Public Meeting concerning the preparation of an 
environmental assessment (EA) to evaluate the environmental 
impacts associated with relocating a portion of the New Orleans & 
Gulf Coast (NOGC) Railway in Jefferson and Plaquemines Parishes, 
LA. The purpose of the EA will be to provide the public, governmental 
agencies, and all other interested parties with information to assess 
the proposed rail relocation alternatives that will meet the Project’s 
purpose and need and to evaluate the environmental impacts 
associated with the alternatives. The 13-mile portion of the NOGC 
Railway that is subject to potential relocation extends from the 
Harvey Canal, through the City of Gretna, and along LA 23/Belle 
Chasse Highway in Jefferson Parish and a portion of Plaquemines Parish.

The Open House Public Meeting will allow the public to review 
and comment on the Project purpose and need, the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) environmental process, and to 
receive additional environmental and preliminary engineering (PE) 
information regarding the project. The Public Meeting will be held :

Tuesday, September 22, 2015
4:00 - 7:00 PM

Mel Ott Park Multi-Purpose Center
2301 Belle Chasse Highway

Gretna, LA 70053

Please join the RPC to share your thoughts about the project. Written 
comments will be collected during the meeting and may also be 
mailed or emailed to the project team by October 6, 2015 to: LA 
23 Railway Project, P.O. Box 56845, New Orleans, LA, 70156 or 
LA23publicinfo@hdrinc.com 

Public participation is solicited without regard to race, color, 
national origin, age, sex, religion, disability or family status. Persons 
who require special accommodations under the Americans with 
Disabilities Act or persons who require translation services should 
contact (504) 488-4745 or LA23publicinfo@hdrinc.com at least 
five working days prior to the meeting.

For more information visit  http://www.norpc.org/railroad.html

“one of the most import-
ant infrastructure projects 
in the United States – and 
in the history of the Unit-
ed States.”

The existing port infra-

structure in the U.S. has 
“stretched beyond its ca-
pacity,” she said. 

Lowenberg said the 
long-term project will cre-
ate “tens of thousands of 
jobs,” and that the first 
phase of the port will be-
gin operating in the fall of 
2016, as long as the per-

mitting process moves for-
ward as planned. 

According to the port’s 
brochure, the job creation 
estimate (over the next 10 
years) for the entire proj-
ect is “34,000 new Louisi-
ana jobs, a large portion of 
which is intended for Vet-
erans.” 

Crowe said that the idea 
for the mega-port began  
on “the heels of one of 
the worst disasters in his-
tory” (Hurricane Katrina), 
and that contributing to 
the continued recovery 
of Plaquemines Parish re-
mains a priority. In addi-
tion to employing local 
workers, Crowe also point-
ed to other non-direct jobs 
potentially created by the 
port’s operations. 

Plaquemines Parish 
Council Chair Benny 
Rousselle called the new 
port a “tremendous asset 
to the future of the Port of 
Plaquemines,” in addition 
to many “spin-off” bene-
fits for the entire parish.

With the widening of 
the Panama Canal, the 
size and carrying capacity 
of container ships is pro-
jected to grow significant-
ly, according to the LIGTT 
brochure, increasing from 
4,500 TEU’s (twenty-foot 
equivalent unit) to 13,000 
TEU’s. 

The new locks on the 

Panama Canal are project-
ed to open in early 2016, 
and the “post-Panamax” 
vessels will require a draft 
of 42 to 60 feet. The LIGTT 
is designed with a draft of 
80 feet, which will “easily 
accommodate the larg-
est ships in the world,” 
Lowenberg said. 

Completion of the en-
tire facility is projected in 
five years. 

Lowenberg said that 
there will be some mitiga-
tion required in construc-
tion, but that the port will 
not require dredging and 
will not impact endan-
gered species. 

And one of the best 
parts, said Easley, is that it 
will be “all privately fund-
ed.”

Eventually, the port 
will be handed over to the 
state, he said.

Tom Thornhill, LIGTT 
co-manager and general 
counsel, emphasized se-
curity. Based on post 9/11 
regulations, the port will 
be required to screen 100 
percent of cargo. Thornhill 
lauded the security aspect 
as one of the most import-
ant functions of the facil-
ity. He also said that the 
port can be used strategi-
cally by federal agencies. 

Asked about creating 
competition for the Port of 
New Orleans, Crowe said 
that it was never designed 

to compete. It is designed 
for ships too big to travel 
up the Mississippi River, he 
said. 

According to a state-
ment from Gary LaGrange, 
President and CEO of the 
Port of New Orleans, “We 
wish LIGTT luck in this 
first phase of development 
of a dry bulk transfer ter-
minal. However, there 
are aspects to the overall 
scope of LIGTT’s develop-
ment that could represent 
duplicity in the State. We 
don’t see the feasibility in 
duplicating what is already 
in existence with plans to 
expand. Louisiana’s pres-
ent and future container 
operations are at the Port 
of New Orleans. Funding 
of more than $300 million 
has been invested in the 
Napoleon Avenue Con-
tainer Terminal, which 
is served by six class one 

railroads – more than any 
other seaport in the United 
States - with a new $25.1 
million intermodal trans-
fer terminal currently un-
der construction.”

The project has faced 
additional uncertainty. 
While the initial $25 mil-
lion is fully funded, there 
remains $9.975 billion 
needed to complete the vi-
sion.  

Supporters believe that 
once in operation, interest 
from bigger investors will 
increase. They also point 
to the Panama Canal ex-
pansion as a game chang-
er in how cargo will be 
moved worldwide. Skep-
tics have questioned the 
cost of double-handling, 
and the competition from 
other deepwater ports near 
the Panama Canal. 

For now, however, there 
is a buzz of enthusiasm 
among parish officials 
about what the project can 
bring to the local economy. 

Plaquemines Parish 
President Amos Cormier 
said that he has been excit-
ed about the offshore port 
for a long time. Cormier 
said he feels fortunate that 
he was able to get together 
with Balliviero to hear his 
dreams and vision for the 
future of the port and the 
parish.

LIGTT
CONTINUED FROM THE FRONT PAGE

It’s cake-cutting time in celebration of the new 
Louisiana International Deep Water Gulf Transportation 
Terminal. From left: Plaquemines Parish President 
Amos Cormier, Rep. Ray Garofalo, Sen. A.G. Crowe, 
LIGTT Midstream Holdings, LLC Co-Manager Tom 
Thornhill, and Plaquemines Parish Council Chair 
Benny Rousselle. Photo by Kari Dequine Harden

FUTURE HOME OF MEGA PORT➚
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Input sought on West Bank railroad relocation proposal
 Andrea Shaw, NOLA.com | The Times-Picayune By Andrea Shaw, NOLA.com | The Times-Picayune 

on September 15, 2015 at 4:46 PM, updated September 15, 2015 at 6:03 PM

West Bank residents may weigh in on a proposal to reroute 13 miles of railroad, in Gretna and along Louisiana 23, to the

 Harvey industrial corridor. The Regional Planning Commission and Federal Railroad Administration will host an open house on

 the topic on Sept. 22 from 4 p.m. to 7 p.m. at the Mel Ott Multipurpose Center in Gretna.

Local public officials called for relocating the New Orleans and Gulf Coast Railway tracks during the debate over a proposed

 coal export terminal in the Myrtle Grove area of Plaquemines Parish. Train traffic is expected to increase, opponents argue,

 with the plant processing 6 million tons of coal annual for export to Europe and Asia. Gretna and Terrytown residents have

 voiced concerns about trains blocking first responders' access in an emergency, as well as about problems with air quality.

New Orleans and Gulf Coast Railway executives have estimated the cost to move the tracks to the Peters Road corridor in

 Harvey at $350 million. Although the company would bear the expense of rerouting the tracks, Louisiana state government has

 earmarked $6 million to assist with the relocation.

HDR Engineering was chosen last year to conduct an environmental study on the issue. The $740,000 project is being paid for

 with $640,000 in federal money; the balance comes from the Regional Planning Commission and local governments.

Written comments on the proposal are being accepted through Oct. 6. They may be mailed to LA 23 Railway Project, P.O. Box

 56845, New Orleans 70156, emailed to LA23publicinfo@hdrinc.com

© 2015 NOLA.com. All rights reserved.
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Public input sought on west bank railroad relocation 
proposal 
 
Updated: Sep 21, 2015 10:40 PM CDT 
 
Written by: FOX8Live.com Staff 

 
GRETNA, LA (WVUE)  

West Bank residents are invited to share their opinions regarding a controversial proposal to reroute 13 miles of 
railroad, in Gretna and along Louisiana 23, to the Harvey industrial corridor. 

The Federal Railroad Administration, along with members of the Regional Planning Commission, will host an open 
house on Sept. 22 from 4 p.m. to 7 p.m. at the Mel Ott Multipurpose Center in Gretna. 

Local public officials called for relocating the New Orleans and Gulf Coast Railway tracks during the debate over a 
proposed coal export terminal in the Myrtle Grove area of Plaquemines Parish. 

Some opponents argue train traffic is expected to increase, because the plant will be processing 6 million tons of coal 
annual for export to Europe and Asia.  

Also, Gretna and Terrytown residents have long been concerned about the possibility of trains blocking first 
responders' access in an emergency. 

New Orleans and Gulf Coast Railway executives have estimated the cost to move the tracks to the Peters Road 
corridor in Harvey at $350 million.  

Although the company would bear the expense of rerouting the tracks, Louisiana state government has earmarked $6 
million to assist with the relocation. 

As our partners at NOLA.com have reported, HDR Engineering was chosen last year to conduct an environmental 
study on the issue. 

The $740,000 project is being paid for with $640,000 in federal money; the balance comes from the Regional 
Planning Commission and local governments. 

Written comments on the proposal are being accepted through Oct. 6.  

They may be mailed to LA 23 Railway Project, P.O. Box 56845, New Orleans 70156, or emailed to 
LA23publicinfo@hdrinc.com 

Copyright 2015 WVUE. All rights reserved.   

 

A-7

http://www.nola.com/#/0


A2. Mailer 

A-8



LA 23 Railway Project
P.O. Box 56845
New Orleans, LA, 70156

(front)
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LA 23 New Orleans & Gulf Coast Railway 
Relocation PE/NEPA Project

Jefferson and Plaquemines Parishes, LA
RPC/FRA Grant # FR-RLD-0032-14-01-00

RPC Task LA23RR1

The Regional Planning Commission for Jefferson, Orleans, Plaquemines, 
St. Bernard, St. Tammany and Tangipahoa Parishes (RPC) and the 
Federal Railroad Administration (FRA) will host an Open House Public 
Meeting concerning the preparation of an environmental assessment 
(EA) to evaluate the environmental impacts associated with relocating 
a portion of the New Orleans & Gulf Coast (NOGC) Railway in Jefferson 
and Plaquemines Parishes, LA. The purpose of the EA will be to provide 
the public, governmental agencies, and all other interested parties with 
information to assess the proposed rail relocation alternatives that will 
meet the Project’s purpose and need and to evaluate the environmental 
impacts associated with the alternatives. The 13-mile portion of the 
NOGC Railway that is subject to potential relocation extends from the 
Harvey Canal, through the City of Gretna, and along LA 23/Belle Chasse 
Highway in Jefferson Parish and a portion of Plaquemines Parish.

The Open House Public Meeting will allow the public to review and 
comment on the Project purpose and need, the National Environmental 
Policy Act (NEPA) environmental process, and to receive additional 
environmental and preliminary engineering (PE) information regarding 
the project. 

The Public Meeting will be held :

Tuesday, September 22, 2015
4:00 - 7:00 PM

Mel Ott Park Multi-Purpose Center
2301 Belle Chasse Highway

Gretna, LA 70053

Please join the RPC to share your thoughts about the project. Written 
comments will be collected during the meeting and may also be mailed or 
emailed to the project team by October 6, 2015 to: LA 23 Railway Project, 
P.O. Box 56845, New Orleans, LA, 70156 or LA23publicinfo@hdrinc.com 

Public participation is solicited without regard to race, color, national 
origin, age, sex, religion, disability or family status. Persons who require 
special accommodations under the Americans with Disabilities Act or 
persons who require translation services should contact (504) 488-4745 
or LA23publicinfo@hdrinc.com at least five working days prior to the 
meeting.

For more information visit  http://www.norpc.org/railroad.html

PUBLIC MEETING NOTICE

(back)
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LA 23 New Orleans & Gulf Coast Railway Relocation PE/NEPA Project 
Jefferson and Plaquemines Parishes, LA 

RPC/FRA Grant # FR-RLD-0032-14-01-00; RPC Task LA23RR1 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

September 15, 2015 

CONTACT:  Karimah Stewart 
 504-488-4745 
 kstewart@hawthorneagency.com 

RPC and FRA to Host Public Meeting for Proposed New Orleans and Gulf Coast 
Railway Relocation PE/NEPA Project  

The Regional Planning Commission for Jefferson, Orleans, Plaquemines, St. Bernard, St. Tammany and 
Tangipahoa Parishes (RPC) and the Federal Railroad Administration (FRA) will host an “open house” style 
public meeting concerning the preparation of an environmental assessment (EA) to evaluate the 
environmental impacts associated with relocating a portion of the New Orleans and Gulf Coast (NOGC) 
Railway in Jefferson and Plaquemines Parishes in Louisiana.   

The meeting will be held Tuesday, September 22, 2015 from 4 p.m. to 7 p.m. at Mel Ott Park Multi-
Purpose Center, 2301 Belle Chasse Highway in Gretna, Louisiana.  The purpose of the meeting is to allow 
the public to review and comment on the project purpose and need, to participate in the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) environmental process, and to receive environmental and preliminary 
engineering (PE) information regarding the project.   

The 13-mile portion of the NOGC Railway that is subject to potential relocation extends from the Harvey 
Canal, through the City of Gretna, and along LA 23/Belle Chasse Highway in Jefferson Parish and a 
portion in Plaquemines Parish.  The EA will provide the public, governmental agencies, and all other 
interested parties with information to assess the proposed rail relocation alternatives. 

All interested citizens are encouraged to attend the public meeting.  Written comments will be collected 
during the meeting and may also be mailed or emailed to the project team by October 6, 2015 to: 

LA 23 Railway Project 
P.O. Box 56845 

New Orleans, LA  70156  
or 

LA23publicinfo@hdrinc.com 

Public participation is solicited without regard to race, color, national origin, age, sex, religion, disability 
or family status.  Persons who require special accommodations under the Americans with Disabilities Act 
or persons who require translation services should contact 504-488-4745 or 
LA23publicinfo@hdrinc.com at least five working days prior to the meeting.  For more information, visit 
http://www.norpc.org/railroad.html. 

### 
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LA 23 New Orleans & Gulf Coast Railway Relocation PE/NEPA Project 
Jefferson and Plaquemines Parishes, LA 

RPC/FRA Grant # FR-RLD-0032-14-01-00; RPC Task LA23RR1 

PUBLIC SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENT 

Start Date:  9/15/15 
End Date:    9/22/15 

CONTACT:  Karimah Stewart 
 504-488-4745 
 kstewart@hawthorneagency.com 

(30 Seconds) 

THE REGIONAL PLANNING COMMISSION AND THE FEDERAL RAILROAD ADMINISTRATION ARE STUDYING 

THE PROPOSED RELOCATION OF PART OF THE NEW ORLEANS AND GULF COAST RAILWAY IN JEFFERSON 

AND PLAQUEMINES PARISHES AND ENCOURAGES THE PUBLIC TO ATTEND AN OPEN HOUSE PUBLIC 

MEETING ON SEPTEMBER 22ND FROM 4 TO 7 P.M. AT MEL OTT PARK MULTIPURPOSE CENTER, 2301 

BELLE CHASSE HIGHWAY IN GRETNA.  SHOULD YOU REQUIRE SPECIAL ASSISTANCE DUE TO A DISABILITY 

TO PARTICIPATE, PLEASE CALL 5-0-4-4-8-8-4-7-4-5. 

### 
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LA 23 New Orleans & Gulf Coast Railway Relocation PE/NEPA Project 
Jefferson and Plaquemines Parishes, LA 

RPC/FRA Grant # FR-RLD-0032-14-01-00; RPC Task LA23RR1 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

September 21, 2015 

CONTACT:  Karimah Stewart 
  504-488-4745 
  kstewart@hawthorneagency.com 

RPC and FRA to Host Public Meeting for Proposed New Orleans and Gulf Coast 
Railway Relocation PE/NEPA Project 

WHAT:  A public meeting to discuss the Environmental Assessment for the proposed relocation of a 
portion of the New Orleans and Gulf Coast Railway in Jefferson and Plaquemines Parishes in Louisiana.  

WHEN:  Tuesday, September 22, 2015, 4 p.m. – 7 p.m. 

WHERE:  Mel Ott Park Multi-Purpose Center, 2301 Belle Chasse Highway in Gretna, Louisiana. 

WHO:  Hosted by the Regional Planning Commission for Jefferson, Orleans, Plaquemines, St. Bernard, St. 
Tammany and Tangipahoa Parishes (RPC) and the Federal Railroad Administration (FRA)  

MORE INFO:  The purpose of the meeting is to allow the public to review and comment on the project 
purpose and need, to participate in the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) environmental 
process, and to receive environmental and preliminary engineering (PE) information regarding the 
project.   

The 13-mile portion of the NOGC Railway that is subject to potential relocation extends from the Harvey 
Canal, through the City of Gretna, and along LA 23/Belle Chasse Highway in Jefferson Parish, and a 
portion in Plaquemines Parish. 

All interested citizens are invited and encouraged to attend the public meeting.  Written Comments will 
be collected during the meeting and may also be mailed or emailed to the project team by October 6, 
2015 to:  LA 23 Railway Project, P.O. Box 56845, New Orleans, LA  70156 or LA23publicinfo@hdrinc.com. 

Public participation is solicited without regard to race, color, national origin, age, sex, religion, disability 
or family status.  Persons who require special accommodations under the Americans with Disabilities Act 
or persons who require translation services should contact 504-488-4745 or 
LA23publicinfo@hdrinc.com at least five working days prior to the public meeting.  For more 
information, please visit www.norpc.org/railroad.html. 

### 
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  Public Meeting Notice 
LA 23 New Orleans & Gulf Coast Railway Relocation PE/NEPA Project 

Jefferson and Plaquemines Parishes, LA 
RPC/FRA Grant # FR-RLD-0032-14-01-00; RPC Task LA23RR1 

The Regional Planning Commission for Jefferson, Orleans, Plaquemines, St. Bernard, St. Tammany and 
Tangipahoa Parishes (RPC) and the Federal Railroad Administration (FRA) will host an Open House Public 
Meeting concerning the preparation of an environmental assessment (EA) to evaluate the environmental 
impacts associated with relocating a portion of the New Orleans & Gulf Coast (NOGC) Railway in Jefferson and 
Plaquemines Parishes, LA. The purpose of the EA will be to provide the public, governmental agencies, 
and all other interested parties with information to assess the proposed rail relocation alternatives 
that will meet the Project’s purpose and need and to evaluate the environmental impacts associated with the 
a l t e r n a t i v e s . The 13-mile portion of the NOGC Railway that is subject to potential relocation extends from 
the Harvey Canal, through the City of Gretna, and along LA 23/Belle Chasse Highway in Jefferson Parish and a 
portion of Plaquemines Parish.  

The O p e n  House Public Meeting will allow the public to review and comment on the P r o j e c t  purpose and 
need, the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) environmental process, and to receive additional 
e n v i r o n m e n t a l  a n d  p r e l i m i n a r y  e n g i n e e r i n g  ( P E )  i n f o r m a t i o n  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  project.  

The Public Meeting will be held: 

Tuesday, September 22, 2015 
4:00 - 7:00 PM 
Mel Ott Park Multi-Purpose Center 
2301 Belle Chasse Highway 
Gretna, LA 70053 

Please join the RPC to share your thoughts about the 
project. Written comments will be collected during 
the meeting and may also be mailed or emailed to the 
project team by October 6, 2015 to: 

LA 23 Railway Project,  
P.O. Box 56845  
New Orleans, LA, 70156 or 
LA23publicinfo@hdrinc.com 

Public participation is solicited without regard to race, 
color, national origin, age, sex, religion, disability or 
family status. Persons who require special 
accommodations under the Americans with 
Disabilities Act or persons who require translation 
services should contact (504) 488-4745 or 
LA23publicinfo@hdrinc.com at least five working days 
prior to the meeting.  For more information visit  http://www.norpc.org/railroad.html 
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Public Meeting Summary 
LA 23 New Orleans Gulf Coast Railway Relocation PE/NEPA Project  
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PROJECT PURPOSE AND NEED 

 Improve Safety 

 Relieve Congestion 

 Improve Emergency Evacuation  

 Enhance Quality of Life 

 Improve Efficiency of Rail Operations 

 

 
 
LA 23 New Orleans & Gulf Coast Railway (NOGC) Relocation  
Preliminary Engineering/National Environmental Policy Act (PE/NEPA) Project 
Jefferson and Plaquemines Parishes, LA 

PC/FRA Grant # FR-RLD-0032-14-01-00; RPC Task LA23RR1 
 

September 22, 2015 
 

ABOUT THE PROJECT 

The Federal Railroad Administration (FRA) and the Regional 
Planning Commission (RPC) for Jefferson, Orleans, Plaquemines, 
St. Bernard, St. Tammany and Tangipahoa Parishes entered into 
a Cooperative Agreement to conduct an environmental review 
and preliminary engineering for the relocation of the NOGC 
Railway track located in Jefferson and Plaquemines Parishes in 
the New Orleans region of Southeast Louisiana (Project). The 
RPC is managing the preparation of an environmental 
document and other related documents to study the potential 
relocation of a 13-mile portion of the NOGC Railway.  

The environmental document will be completed 
in accordance with the National Environmental 
Policy Act (NEPA), as amended, the Council on 
Environmental Quality’s regulations 
implementing NEPA, and the FRA’s Procedures 
for the Consideration of Environmental Impacts. 

  
STUDY AREA BOUNDARIES 

 Harvey Canal on the west  

 Mississippi River on the north 

 Jefferson/Orleans Parish line on the 
east  

 Walker Road on the south  

STUDY AREA INCLUDES 

 Approximately 13 miles of the existing 
freight track (NOGC Railway alignment 
shown in yellow on adjacent map) 

 Approximately 9 miles of proposed, more 
direct alternative routes within the Peters 
Road corridor from the Harvey Canal at 
LA 18 (4th Street) to Walker Road 
(Proposed relocation corridor shaded in 
dark gray on the adjacent map) 

PUBLIC MEETING HANDOUT 
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This public meeting is part of the 

Environmental Assessment (EA) requirements 

as described in the National Environmental 

Policy Act of 1969 (NEPA). The FRA welcomes 

comments and input, both in support of the 

project, as well as to identify any potential 

issues that can reasonably be addressed as 

the project advances. 

What is the NEPA Process? 

 NEPA is a decision-making process that requires federal agencies to consider the impacts of actions on the 
human and natural environment and to disclose such 
impacts in a public document.  

 Numerous environmental resources will be 
evaluated, including the potential impacts to 
Economic and Social Environments, Cultural 
Resources, Environmental Justice, Noise and 
Vibration, Air and Water Quality and Protected 
Species and Essential Habitats.  

 The outcome of the project is for FRA to issue a 
decision identifying a preferred alternative, following 
the FRA’s procedures for the Consideration of 
Environmental Impacts (Environmental Procedures).  

 

NO-BUILD ALTERNATIVE:  “Do nothing” i.e., continue operations on the existing track alignment. 

BUILD ALTERNATIVES:  Extend rail in the Peters Road corridor to provide a more direct alignment. 

 Preliminary Alternative A: 
 Begins at 4th Street on the west side of Peters Road following the existing NOGC track to Lapalco 

Boulevard 
 Closer to Peters Road extension than Preliminary Alternative B between Murphy Canal crossing 

and Gulf Intracoastal Waterway (GIWW) crossing, then offset from Peters Road extension  
 Preliminary Alternatives A and B are the same from the proposed Hero Yard to the end of the 

project at LA 23 south of the Naval Air Station Joint Reserve Base (NAS JRB) property 

 Preliminary Alternative B: 
 Begins at 4th Street on the east side of Peters Road extending to US 90B/West Bank Expressway 
 Within utility corridor between Peters Road and Pailet Avenue to Lapalco Boulevard 
 Farther from Peters Road extension than Preliminary Alternative A between Murphy Canal 

crossing and GIWW crossing, then adjacent to Peters Road extension  
 Preliminary Alternatives A and B are the same from the proposed Hero Yard to the end of the 

project at LA 23 south of the NAS JRB property 
 

Photograph depicting existing operating conditions 

along 4th Street in Gretna.   
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Contact Us 

LA 23 Railway Project 
P.O. Box 56845 
New Orleans, LA 70156 

LA23publicinfo@hdrinc.com 

(504) 488-4745 
 
Stay informed of project updates at the RPC 
project website: 

www.norpc.org/railroad.html#LA23-Relocation 

 
NOGC RAILWAY OPERATING CONDITIONS 

Westwego Subdivision 

 10 mph operating speed 

 Up to 6 trains per day 

 Maximum train length – 5,500 feet 

Belle Chasse Subdivision 

 5 mph operating speed within  the City of Gretna 

 10 mph operating speed South of Mel Ott Park 

along LA 23 

 Up to 5 trains per day 

 Maximum train length – 6,000 feet 

The NOGC consists of two operating subdivisions, the 

Westwego Subdivision (approximately 8 miles) and the 

Belle Chasse Subdivision (approximately 24 miles).   
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LA 23 NOGC Railway Relocation 
PE/NEPA Project

Jefferson and Plaquemines Parishes, Louisiana
RPC Task LA23RR1

RPC/FRA Grant # FR-RLD-0032-14-01-00

PUBLIC MEETING LAYOUT

Tuesday, September 22, 2015
4:00 - 7:00 PM

Mel Ott Park Multi-Purpose Center
2301 Belle Chasse Highway

Gretna, LA 70053
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PUBLIC MEETING COMMENT FORM and SURVEY 
 

LA 23 New Orleans & Gulf Coast Railway Relocation PE/NEPA Project 
Jefferson and Plaquemines Parishes, LA 

PC/FRA Grant # FR‐RLD‐0032‐14‐01‐00; RPC Task LA23RR1 
 

September 22, 2015 
 

INSTRUCTIONS 

Please complete this comment form and submit it at the 
comment table during the September 22, 2015 Public 
Meeting or send it by U.S. Mail to the following address 
by October 6, 2015: 

LA 23 Railway Project 
P.O. Box 56845 

New Orleans, LA 70156 

Comments may also be submitted by email to 
LA23publicinfo@hdrinc.com. If you submit a comment 
by email, please follow the format of this comment form 
and be sure to include your contact information. 

Your comments and completed survey will help the 
project team determine key community concerns with 
each alignment option and assist in identifying a 
preferred alternative. Thank you for your participation. 
For more information visit  
http://www.norpc.org/railroad.html 

Please provide the information below: 
 
NAME: _________________________________ 
 
ADDRESS: ______________________________ 
 
CITY: __________________________________ 
 
STATE:  _________ ZIP CODE: ______________ 
 
EMAIL: ________________________________  

PRELIMINARY ALTERNATIVES SURVEY 

Four conceptual alignment options have been evaluated 
and reduced to two preliminary alternatives for further 
evaluation in a Draft Environmental Assessment (EA). 
The Federal Railroad Association (FRA) and Regional 
Planning Commission (RPC) will select a preferred 
alternative (PA) that will be evaluated in the Draft EA. 

Public input is also a factor used by the FRA and RPC to 
select a preferred alternative. Your opinion is important 
in this decision making process. 

See the Public Meeting handout for descriptions and 
drawings of the four conceptual alignment options and 
two preliminary alternatives. 

Of the two preliminary alternatives, which do you 
prefer (Check one)? 
_____ I prefer Preliminary Alternative A 

(formerly Conceptual Alignment Option 2) 
 

_____ I prefer Preliminary Alternative B  
(formerly Conceptual Alignment Option 3) 

If you prefer a COMBINATION of Preliminary 
Alternatives A and B, indicate your preference in each 
segment by circling A or B below: 
 

Segment Description of Alternatives in 
Each Segment 

Circle 
One: 

4th Street to 
US 90B 

Alternative A: West Side of 
Peters Rd A  

or  
B 

Alternative B: East Side of 
Peters Rd 

US 90B to 
Lapalco 

Blvd 

Alternative A: West Side of 
Peters Rd A  

or  
B 

Alternative B: Within utility 
corridor between Peters Rd 
and Pailet Ave 

Murphy 
Canal 

Crossing to 
GIWW 

Alternative A: Closer to 
Peters Rd Extension A  

or  
B 

Alternative B: Farther from 
Peters Rd Extension 

GIWW to 
Proposed 
Hero Yard 

Alternative A: Offset from 
Peters Rd Extension  A  

or  
B 

Alternative B: Adjacent to 
Peters Rd Extension 

_____ I prefer the No‐Build Alternative: The existing 
railroad would remain along Belle Chasse Highway. 

Why did you make these selections?  
______________________________________________ 

______________________________________________

______________________________________________ 
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Do you agree with eliminating Conceptual Alignment 
Options 1 and 4? 

 Conceptual Alignment Option 1: West of Harvey 
Canal generally along Destrehan Avenue. 

 Conceptual Alignment Option 4: East of Harvey 
Canal and Peters Road along St. Joseph Street. 

_____ Yes, I agree with eliminating these alignments. 
_____ No, I do not agree with eliminating these 
alignments. 

Why did you make this selection?  
______________________________________________ 

______________________________________________ 

______________________________________________ 

Do you have any concerns related to the project (if so, 
please explain): 
______ Relocations and Right‐of‐Way Impacts 
______ Community Impacts 
______ Transportation and Access 
______ Business Impacts 
______ Safety 
______ Noise Impacts 
______ Commercial Vehicle Operations 
______ Construction Impacts 
______ Wetland Impacts 
______ Other, please specify 

______________________________________________ 

______________________________________________ 

 
 

FOLD HERE

How did you hear about the meeting? 

____ Email  ____ RPC Website  ____ Radio station: ______________________ 
____ Flyer  ____ Plaquemines Parish Website  ____ Newspaper: _______________________ 
  ____ City of Gretna Website  ____ Other: ____________________________ 

How would you like to receive project updates? 

____ Email  ____ RPC Website      ____ Other: ______________________________ 

Additional Comments (If additional space is needed, please enclose additional pages): 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

FOLD HERE

 
 

 
 
 

LA 23 Railway Project 
P.O. Box 56845 

New Orleans, LA 70156‐6845 
 

Affix  
Postage 
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    1 

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS (FAQ) 
 

LA 23 New Orleans & Gulf Coast Railway 
Relocation PE/NEPA Project 
Jefferson and Plaquemines Parishes, LA 

RPC/FRA Grant # FR‐RLD‐0032‐14‐01‐00; RPC Task LA23RR1 

 

General Information 
 

The Regional Planning Commission for Jefferson, Orleans, Plaquemines, St. Bernard, St. Tammany and Tangipahoa 
Parishes (RPC) and the Federal Railroad Administration (FRA) have entered into a grant agreement to conduct an 
environmental  review  and  prepare  an  environmental  document  for  the  relocation  of  the  NOGC  Railway  in 
Jefferson and Plaquemines Parishes. The FRA  is  the  lead Federal agency  for  the oversight of  the environmental 
process. The anticipated National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) Class of Action is an environmental assessment 
(EA), which would lead to a finding of no significant impact (FONSI) if there are no significant impacts associated 
with the project. The project is to identify a preferred alternative (PA) from a range of potential build alternatives 
that will be developed and evaluated as part of the EA. The no‐build alternative will also be evaluated. NEPA is the 
acronym for the National Environmental Policy Act. Under NEPA, Federal agencies, such as the FRA, are required 
to evaluate and disclose the impacts of a proposed action or project prior to its construction. 
 
A local project advisory committee known as the Project Management Committee (PMC), has been established. In 
addition  to  the  RPC  and  FRA,  PMC  members  include  Jefferson  Parish,  Plaquemines  Parish,  the  Louisiana 
Department of Transportation and Development  (LADOTD), the City of Gretna, the New Orleans and Gulf Coast 
Railway  (NOGC) and  the New Orleans Naval Air Station‐Joint Reserve Base  (NAS  JRB). The PMC  is comprised of 
members  representing  local  business  and  government  with  expertise  in  the  following:  environment,  railroad 
operations, rail and roadway design, traffic engineering and safety. The purpose of the PMC is to provide input in 
the  development  of  the  build  alternatives,  environmental  document  and  the  identification  of  a  preferred 
alternative. 
 

Questions Regarding the Environmental Process 
 
 

Q1.   What is NEPA?  
A1.  The  National  Environmental  Policy  Act  (NEPA)  of  1969  is  the  national  charter  for  protecting  the 
environment;  Refer  to  42 USC  4321‐4347.  The  implementing  regulations  for NEPA, written  by  the  Council  on 
Environmental Quality (CEQ), are applicable to all Federal agencies and are included in 40 CFR Section 1500‐1508. 
FRA’s  implementation of CEQ regulations  is  through  the FRA Procedures  for Considering Environmental  Impacts 
(Federal Register, Vol. 64, No. 101, May 26, 1999).  
 
 

Q2.   Will I be able to make suggestions to identify possible refinements to the relocation alternatives? 

A2.   Yes. Public  input  is a key component of  the environmental process and your participation at  the public 
meeting is an opportunity to make suggestions regarding the build alternatives. The project team has developed a 
Public  Meeting  Comment  Form  and  Survey  to  allow  the  public  to  identify  a  preference  for  Preliminary 
Alternative A, Preliminary Alternative B, or a combination of various segments of  the rail alignments associated 
with Preliminary Alternatives A and B.  
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Q3.   Will additional rail relocation alternatives be considered? 

A3.   Yes. The  conceptual engineering  for  the  rail  relocation alternatives has been developed by our project 
team  of  railroad  engineers.  Our  railroad  engineers  will  evaluate  the  responses  to  the  alternative  preference 
survey from the Public Meeting Comment Form and Survey to potentially define a third preliminary alternative. A 
combination of various  segments of  the  rail alignments associated with Preliminary Alternatives A and B could 
evolve as a third preliminary alternative. 
 
 

Q4.   How is the preferred alternative (PA) selected?  
A4.   Selection of  the preferred alternative will come  from  the Federal Railroad Administration. This decision 
incorporates  the  results  of  community  input  and  technical  analyses  completed  by  the  project  team,  and  as 
reviewed  with  the  Project  Management  Committee.  The  technical  analyses  will  be  contained  in  a  Tier  II 
Alternatives Analysis summary report that will include a recommendation on a preferred alternative. The Draft EA 
will present the  findings and results of the environmental analyses  for the preferred alternative. NEPA requires 
that  appropriate  documentation  be  available  to  public  officials  and  citizens  before  decisions  are  made. 
Furthermore,  the  available  information  disseminated  to  agencies  and  individuals  should  be  relevant  to  the 
decision to be made at any particular stage of project development and analyses. 
 
 

Q5.   If the train is relocated closer to my neighborhood, how will train noise be evaluated? 
A5.  A noise and vibration analysis will be conducted as part of the Draft EA to  identify existing noise  levels, 
future noise  levels and potential mitigation measures that may be required as part of the preferred alternative. 
The  noise  and  vibration  analysis  will  follow  federal  guidance  for  noise  and  vibration  impact  assessment 
procedures. Only exterior noise levels will be examined in this analysis. 
 
 

Q6.   How will my questions and comments be considered?  
A6.  Questions  and  comments  received  and  collected  during  the  public  meeting  and  associated  comment 
period  will  be  reviewed  by  the  project  team  and  made  part  of  the  public  meeting  record.  Questions  and 
comments  received  through  the project email will also be  summarized. The RPC’s project website will  contain 
updates  to  frequently  asked  question  (FAQ)  information.  A  chapter  in  the  Draft  EA  will  summarize  public 
involvement activities for the project. In addition, an appendix to the Draft EA document will include copies of the 
comment forms and letters provided by the public and agencies. 
 
 

Q7.   How can I keep informed about the rail relocation project? 
A7.   Updates to the RPC website, accessible through www.norpc.org/railroad.html#LA23‐Relocation, will occur 
periodically. This will include information presented at meetings. 
 
 
 

Questions Regarding the NOCG Railway and Overall Railroad Operations 

 

Q8.   How often does the NOGC Railway currently travel within Gretna and Belle Chasse? 
A8.   On average,  there are 5  to 6  trains per day  (Monday – Friday) along  the Westwego Subdivision and 3 
trains per day (Monday – Friday) along the Belle Chasse Subdivision. 
 
 

Q9.   In the future as potential demand for rail service increases, will there be additional trains per day?  
A9.   At the present time, the NOGC Railway does not foresee a need to increase the number of trains per day. 
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Q10.  How long are NOGC Railway trains?  
A10.  Depending on the number of cars, the overall length of NOGC 
Railway train can vary between 380 feet (5 cars plus one locomotive) 
to 6,760 feet (110 cars plus two locomotives). See table to the right. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Q11.  What type of cargo does the NOGC Railway carry?  
A11.  The NOGC Railway currently serves several industries along the Westwego and Belle Chasse subdivisions 
with predominate shipments that  include a variety of food products, oils, grains, petroleum products, chemicals 
and steel products.  
 
 

Q12.  I see “No Coal Train” signs posted along Belle Chasse Highway. Does the NOGC Railway anticipate hauling 
coal?  
A12.  There are currently no coal trains along Belle Chasse Highway since there  is no rail track to the existing 
coal  facility, which  is  located 5 miles outside  the  lower boundary of  this Environmental Assessment. The NOGC 
Railway cannot predict whether they will serve any coal terminals in the future. However, it should be noted that 
the NOGC Railway  is obligated  to provide  interstate  commerce  through  the Surface Transportation Board;  the 
NOGC Railway has very little flexibility in what commodities they carry. 
 
 

Q13.  If the relocation project is approved and moves forward, will the existing railroad tracks be removed along 
4th Street/LA 18 in Gretna?  
A13.  The  NOGC  Railway  currently  leases  the  track  on  the  Westwego  Subdivision  from  the  Union  Pacific 
Railroad.   As a result, the NOGC can not commit to eliminate future rail service along this track.   Any future rail 
service along this track would be at the Union Pacific Railroad’s discretion.  However, rail traffic is anticipated to 
decrease significantly with the relocation project because the NOGC Railway  is proposing a new yard for staging 
and make‐up of trains within the relocation corridor and would no longer utilize the existing Goldsborough Yard. 
 
The Port of New Orleans will be preparing a new master plan that may take approximately 2 years to complete. 
The  future  disposition  of  the  Perry  Street  Wharf  including  proposed  future  use  and  transportation  access, 
including rail service, will be determined as part of the master plan. 
 
 

Q14.  Who will pay for the construction of the relocated rail line? 
A14.  Federal, state, and local funding sources would likely pay for the construction.   
 
 

B-13



B4. PowerPoint/Script 

B-14



LA 23 NOGC Railway Relocation PE/NEPA Project 

Environmental Assessment 

September 22, 2015 Public Meeting Script 
 

1 
 

 

Title Slide Slide 
No. 

Script 

Public Meeting 1 The Regional Planning Commission for the New Orleans Urbanized Area welcomes you to the L*A 23 New 

Orleans and Gulf Coast Railway Relocation Project public meeting. 

Welcome 2 Thank you for your participation!  Please sign-in and collect the meeting materials at the sign-in table.  Public 

Meeting materials include a public meeting handout and comment and survey form. A Frequently Asked 

Questions summary document is also provided to answer questions that you may have regarding the project.   

Presentation 

Agenda 

3 The following topics will be addressed in this presentation video. 

• The purpose of this public meeting; 

• The National Environmental Policy Act process, also known as NEPA;  

• Public involvement activities for the project; 

• A brief project overview including the purpose and need for the project; 

• An overview of the Conceptual Alignment Options and Preliminary Alternatives; 

• Environmental resources that will be addressed in the environmental document; and lastly 

• A project schedule for completing the environmental document and for future phases of project 

implementation. 

Purpose of this 

Public Meeting 

4 NEPA is the acronym for the National Environmental Policy Act. Under NEPA, Federal agencies, such as the 

Federal Railroad Administration, are required to evaluate and disclose the impacts of a proposed action or project 

prior to it construction.  

Purpose of this 

Public Meeting 

5 A draft environmental assessment, or draft E*A will be prepared for the project. This is your opportunity to assist 

in defining the alternatives that will be evaluated in the EA and to let the project team know of any concerns that 

you have. 
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Title Slide Slide 
No. 

Script 

Purpose of this 

Public Meeting 

6 The purpose of today’s public meeting is to: 

• Meet stakeholders and the public that have an interest in the project; 

• Describe the project and the overall environmental process,  

• Present the proposed build alternatives that are currently being proposed; and 

• Obtain input from the public on the proposed alternatives for the project. 

Purpose of this 

Public Meeting 

7 In addition to this video, project exhibits and handouts are provided to further describe the project. Team 

members are available to answer your questions and take note of any concerns that you have.  

What is the 

NEPA Process? 

8 This study is guided by the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969, or NEPA. Under NEPA, Federal 

agencies, such as the Federal Railroad Administration are required to evaluate the impacts of a proposed action or 

project prior to its construction. The environmental process also provides for public involvement. 

Public, Agency 

and Stakeholder 

Involvement 

9 As part of the EA scope of work, there are several opportunities for public, agency and stakeholder involvement 

These opportunities were initially established in the project Agency and Stakeholder Involvement Plan. Some 

of the activities include the establishment of a Project Management Committee, agency stakeholder meetings 

and today’s public meeting. In addition, the R*P*C has set up a link on their website for the public to stay 

informed. 

Public, Agency 

and Stakeholder 

Involvement 

10 The Project Management Committee, or P*M*C for short, will meet throughout the duration of the project. 

Project 

Management 

Committee 

Members 

11 In addition to the R*P*C and F*R*A, P*M*C members include the Louisiana D*O*T*D, Jefferson Parish, 

Plaquemines Parish, the City of Gretna, the New Orleans and Gulf Coast Railway and the Naval Air Station-

Joint Reserve Base. 

Role of the PMC  12 In an advisory role, the PMC was established to guide the development of the environmental document including 

the alternatives analysis and engineering components of the project. 
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Public, Agency 

and Stakeholder 

Involvement 

13 FRA has invited several Federal agencies to serve as Cooperating Agencies on the project.   

Cooperating 

Agencies 

14 Agencies that have accepted Cooperating Agency status include the US Army Corps of Engineers, the US Coast 

Guard and the Naval Air Station-Joint Reserve Base.  

Cooperating 

Agency Role 

15 Cooperating Agencies provide reviews and input throughout the study process.   

Project 

Overview 

16 We will now present an overview of the project including information regarding existing rail infrastructure and 

study area that includes the existing rail corridor as well as the proposed rail relocation corridor. The purpose 

and need is also described. 

Existing Rail 

Infrastructure 

17 The existing railroad is a 32-mile shortline railroad that consists of the Westwego Subdivision and the Belle 

Chasse Subdivision. There are over 280 at-grade highway - rail crossings along the entire route. 

NOGC Rail 

Subdivisions 

18 The map shows the entire limits of the NOGC Railway along each subdivision. The Westwego Subdivision 

follows the curve of the Mississippi River from Westwego to Algiers. The Belle Chasse Subdivision runs from 

Algiers to Belle Chasse and then follows the Mississippi River down to Myrtle Grove. 

Study Area – 

Existing Rail 

Corridor 

19 The map shows the existing rail corridor, which is in shown in yellow, in relationship to the study area, which is 

outlined in red. 

Corridor Limits  

– Existing Rail 

Corridor 

20 Within the study limits, the existing rail corridor begins near the Harvey Canal on 4
th

 Street, which is a 

designated  state route identified as L*A 18. The rail alignment continues through Gretna, where a portion of the 

railroad is located within the existing travel lanes on 4
th

 Street. The alignment continues to the Port of New 

Orleans in Algiers and then turns in a southerly direction along Belle Chasse Highway / L*A 23 in Jefferson and 

Plaquemines parishes. 

Study Area – 

Proposed 

Relocation 

Corridor 

21 The map shows the proposed relocation corridor, which is shaded in light gray. The proposed relocation corridor 

begins near 4
th

 Street in Harvey and parallels the Harvey Canal. The relocation corridor extends south of the 

Naval Air Station to LA 23 in Plaquemines Parish. 
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Proposed 

Relocation 

Corridor Limits 

22 Several features of the relocation corridor are presented in this slide, including major roadway and waterway 

crossings. Recent and on-going construction projects within the relocation corridor include the US Army Corps 

of Engineers flood protection systems and the Jefferson Parish West Bank Animal Shelter 

Project Purpose 

and Need 

23 There are several components of the purpose and need for the project that are to:  

• Improve safety; 

• Relieve congestion;  

• Improve emergency evacuation; 

• Enhance quality of life; and  

• Improve the efficiency of rail operations. 

Project Purpose 

and Need 

24 The following slides further describe the need for the project including the potential to eliminate over 120 at-

grade highway-rail crossings along the existing route.  

Project Purpose 

and Need 

25 Current train operations result in blockages and delays at numerous intersections. The project is needed to 

relieve congestion especially along 4
th

 street in the heart of Gretna. The in-street segment on Madison Street is 

another area of congestion.  

Project Purpose 

and Need 

26 The project is needed to improve emergency vehicle operations and hurricane evacuation along L*A 18 and 

L*A 23. Delay to emergency vehicles is a concern when train sets as long as 1.3 miles could potentially block 

primary emergency response. 

 
Project Purpose 

and Need 

27 The project is needed to enhance quality of life for West Bank motorists and reduce train noise in populated 

areas. 

Project Purpose 

and Need 

28 Train speeds through Gretna range from 1 to 6 miles per hour. The project is needed to improve the efficiency of 

rail operations through increased travel speeds in non-populated areas. 

Tiered 

Alternatives 

Analysis Process 

29 This diagram illustrates the tiered Alternatives Analysis process that began with the identification and analysis 

of four conceptual alignment options as part of Tier I.  
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Conceptual 

Alignment 

Options 1 - 4 

30 The map shows the four conceptual alignment options that were evaluated in the initial phase of the project.  

Conceptual 

Alignment 

Options 1 - 4 

31 The results of the Tier I Alternatives Analysis are contained in a summary report which is available for review.  

Project team members are available to discuss the Tier I summary report. Based on the initial analyses, 

Conceptual Alignment Options 1 and  4 were recommended for elimination.  

Tiered 

Alternatives 

Analysis Process 

32 We are now in the Tier II phase of the project, that consists of the analysis of preliminary alternatives. 

Preliminary 

Alternatives 

A, B or Other 

33 Conceptual Alignment Options 2 and 3 were retained from the Tier I Alternatives Analysis and renamed 

Preliminary Alternatives A and B. As part of the Tier II Alternatives Analysis, additional alternatives could be 

derived from a combination of Preliminary Alternatives A and B. However, public input is needed to help define 

these potential alternatives. The outcome of the Tier II Alternatives Analysis will be the identification of a 

preferred alternative that will be further evaluated in the environmental document. 

Preliminary 

Alternatives 

A and B 

34 The map shows the two preliminary alternatives that are currently being evaluated. The alignments in this 

graphic extend from 4
th

 Street to the Murphy Canal crossing. 

Preliminary 

Alternatives 

A and B 

35 The alignments continue southward from the Murphy Canal crossing, to the Gulf Intracoastal Waterway and 

then connect to L*A 23 south of the Naval Air Station. 

Environmental 

Assessment 

36 This slide lists the overall requirements and key features associated with an environmental assessment. 

Environmental 

Assessment 

37 The environmental assessment will evaluate both the no-build alternative and proposed build alternative. 

Impacts and benefits of these alternatives will be identified and described. 

Environmental 

Assessment 

Resources 

38 Resources that will be evaluated in the EA include air and water quality, wetlands and hazardous material sites, 

just to name a few. This table lists many of the resources and features that will be evaluated. 
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EA Project 

Timeline 

39 This timeline illustrates the various components of the EA and conceptual engineering. The Draft EA is 

anticipated to be complete in January 2016, with overall project completion in June 2016. 

Overall Project 

Duration 

40 This timeline illustrates a preliminary schedule for the overall implementation of future phases of the project. It 

should be noted that this schedule is conceptual only and that future phases are contingent upon funding. 

Public Input and 

Comments 

41 This concludes our presentation. Public input is important.  Comments will also be accepted by U.S. Mail or 

email to the addresses provided on the comment form; or verbally via tape recorder at this public meeting. 

Public Input on a 

Preferred 

Alternative 

42 
 

Your comments will be used to assist decision-makers in identifing a Preferred Alternative. Please complete the 

survey portion of the comment form. 

Conclusion 43 Please review the materials available at the other public meeting stations. Please provide your comments by 
October 6, 2015. 

Thank you 44  Thank you for coming to this important public meeting.  
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1

LA 23 NOGC Railway Relocation PE/NEPA Project

Public Meeting
LA 23 New Orleans & Gulf Coast Railway (NOGC) Relocation 

Preliminary Engineering (PE) / 
National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) Project

RPC/FRA Grant # FR-RLD-0032-14-01-00 
RPC Task LA23RR1

September 22, 2015;  4 - 7 PM
Mel Ott Park Multi-Purpose Center

2301 Belle Chasse Highway 
Gretna, LA 70053 

1

LA 23 NOGC Railway Relocation PE/NEPA Project

Welcome
Thank you 

for your participation! 

Please sign-in and collect  the 
meeting material at the sign-in table.

Public meeting materials include:
 Public Meeting Handout
 Public Meeting Comment Card and Survey Form
 Frequently Asked Questions

2
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Presentation Agenda

 Purpose of this Public Meeting
 NEPA Process
 Public, Agency and Stakeholder Involvement
 Project Overview
 Project Purpose and Need
 Overview of Conceptual Alignment Options
 Overview of Preliminary Alternatives
 Environmental Resources 
 Project Timeline / Next Steps

3

Purpose of this Public Meeting

 NEPA = National 
Environmental Policy Act

 Requires the Federal Railroad 
Administration (FRA) to consider 
the environmental impacts of 
decisions prior to taking action 
on a proposed project. 

4
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3

Purpose of this Public Meeting

 A draft environmental 
assessment (Draft EA) will be 
completed for the project.

 This public meeting is an 
opportunity for the public and 
other interested parties to 
comment on the alternatives 
and environmental resources  
that will be evaluated in the 
Draft EA.

 Comment forms are provided 
to allow each person to 
identify which alternative they 
prefer. 

5

Purpose of this Public Meeting

 Meet and listen to interested 
stakeholders and communities.

 Describe the project’s purpose and 
need.

 Gather information and data to be  
evaluated in the environmental 
document.

 Consider issues and concerns that are 
important to the public.

 Describe the rail alignment alternatives 
that are being considered. 

 Refine the alternatives based on public 
input.   

6
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Purpose of this Public Meeting

 Exhibits and 
handouts are 
provided to 
describe the 
project.

 Project Team 
Members are 
available to answer 
your questions

7

What is the NEPA Process?

 This study is guided by the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) of 1969.

 NEPA is a decision making process that 
requires Federal agencies to consider the 
impacts of actions (proposed alternatives) on 
the human, physical and natural environment 
and to disclose those impacts in a public 
document.

 Provides multiple opportunities for public, 
agency and stakeholder involvement

8
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Public, Agency and Stakeholder Involvement 

 Agency and Stakeholder Involvement Plan

 Project Management Committee Meetings

 Solicitation of Views (Federal, state and local agencies)

 Cooperating Agency Coordination

 Agency Scoping Meeting

 Agency and Local Officials Meetings

 Informational Meetings

 Public Meeting 

 RPC Website 

9

Public, Agency and Stakeholder Involvement 

 Agency and Stakeholder Involvement Plan

 Project Management Committee (PMC) Meetings

 Solicitation of Views (Federal, state and local agencies)

 Cooperating Agency Coordination

 Agency Scoping Meeting

 Agency and Local Officials Meetings

 Informational Meetings

 Public Meeting

 RPC Website 

10
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Project Management Committee Members

11

FRA
Lead Federal 

Agency

RPC
Grant 

Recipient

Role of the PMC  

 Review and Comment on Conceptual Engineering

 Input into Alternatives Analysis (AA)

 Input and Concurrence on a Preferred Alternative (PA)

 Review and Comment on the Draft EA
 FRA

12
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7

Public, Agency and Stakeholder Involvement 

 Agency and Stakeholder Involvement Plan

 Project Management Committee Meetings

 Solicitation of Views (Federal, state and local agencies)

 Cooperating Agency Coordination

 Agency Scoping Meeting

 Agency and Local Officials Meetings

 Informational Meetings

 Public Meeting

 RPC Website 

13

Cooperating Agencies

FRA
Lead Federal 

Agency

United States 
Army Corps of 

Engineers

Naval Air Station 
Joint Reserve Base 

New Orleans (NAS JRB)

United States 
Coast Guard

14
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8

Cooperating Agency Role

 Review and Comment on the Purpose and Need for the 
project

 Input in determining the Alternatives that will be 
considered and the Alternatives Analysis (AA) process

 Input and Concurrence on a Preferred Alternative (PA)

 Review and Comment on the Preliminary Draft EA and 
Preliminary Final EA 

 FRA

15

Project Overview

 Existing Rail Infrastructure

 Study Area including: 
 Existing Rail Corridor 

 Proposed Relocation Corridor

 Purpose and Need 

16
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Existing Rail Infrastructure

 Former Union Pacific Railroad (UP) branch line
 32-mile shortline railroad 
 Two NOGC Subdivisions including:
Westwego Subdivision:
Limits:  Interchange with UP Railroad at Westwego 

yard, through Westwego and Gretna, to Algiers 
Junction east of Gouldsboro Yard. 

Belle Chasse Subdivision:
Limits: Algiers southward along Madison Street, 

crossing the Westbank Expressway frontage roads, 
then parallel to LA 23/ Belle Chasse Highway from 
Gretna to Belle Chasse. 

 Over 280 at-crossing rail crossings along the 
entire corridor / both subdivisions

17

NOGC Railway Subdivisions

NOGC Railway 
Map

18

 Westwego Subdivision:
Approximate length 8 miles

 Belle Chasse Subdivision:
Approximate length 24 miles
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LA 23 NOGC Railway Relocation Study Area

Study 
Area 
(boundary 
shown in red)

Existing 
Rail 
Corridor
(alignment  
shown in 
yellow)

19

Study 
Area

Existing 
Rail 
Corridor

Corridor Limits – Along Existing Rail Corridor

20

 Begin at Harvey Canal along LA 18
 LA 18 / 4th Street in Gretna
 Port of New Orleans Goldsborough Yard in Algiers
 Adams and Madison Streets in Algiers and Old Gretna
 LA 23 / Belle Chasse Highway in Jefferson Parish
 Crossing Gulf Intracoastal Waterway (GIWW) 
 LA 23 / Belle Chasse Highway in Plaquemines Parish to 

the Naval Air Station Joint Reserve Base (NAS JRS)
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LA 23 NOGC Railway Relocation Study Area

Study 
Area 
(boundary 
shown in 
red)

Proposed 
Relocation 
Corridor
(shown in 
gray)

21

Study 
Area

Proposed 
Relocation 
Corridor

Proposed Relocation Corridor Limits –
Along Harvey Canal Industrial Corridor

22

 Begin at the Harvey Canal along LA 18 / 4th Street
 US 90B / Westbank Expressway Crossing
 Lapalco Boulevard Crossing
 Gulf Intracoastal Waterway (GIWW) Crossing 
 South of the Naval Air Station Joint Reserve Base
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Project Purpose and Need

23

 Improve Safety

 Relieve Congestion

 Improve Emergency Evacuation Route

 Enhance Quality of Life  

 Improve Efficiency of Rail Operations  

Project Purpose and Need

24

• Improve Safety
 Potential to eliminate approximately 120 at-grade 

rail crossings along the existing rail corridor. Most 
of the private crossings along the existing route 
have no active warning system and rely on passive 
crossbucks signage, train horn noise, and driver 
awareness.

 Reduce potential public exposure to some 
hazardous materials within residential and 
commercial areas. 
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Project Purpose and Need

25

• Relieve Congestion
 Minimize congestion and delay especially along 4th 

Street in downtown Gretna, where in-street running of 
trains can block side street traffic from 12 minutes to 20 
minutes, depending on the overall length of train sets.

 The in-street segment on Madison Street runs from 
Americus Street to Stumpf Boulevard. Regular trains 
average about 25 cars in both directions and it takes 
about 13 minutes to clear this segment of roadway.

 The process of train assembly and movement within in-
street corridors results in blockage at numerous 
intersections and motorist delay causing significant 
congestion and poor operating conditions. 

Project Purpose and Need

26

• Improve Emergency Evacuation Route
 Improve emergency and hurricane evacuation along

LA 23 which is a designated hurricane evacuation route.

 Improve public safety access for fire, police, and 
ambulance response. Current railroad freight traffic along 
the existing rail corridor has a devastating effect on LA 18 
and LA 23 by blocking access to adjacent roads as well 
as access to public roadways and private businesses. 
Delay to emergency vehicles is a concern when train sets 
as long as 1.3 miles could potentially block primary 
emergency response access along, or crossing, LA 18 
and  LA 23.
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Project Purpose and Need

27

• Enhance Quality of Life

 Improve mobility for West Bank area motorists.

 Reduce train noise in densely developed residential 
and commercial areas.

Project Purpose and Need

28

• Improve Efficiency of Rail Operations  

 The average operating speed for NOGC trains 
along the existing rail alignment averages 10 
mph, with actual speeds ranging from 1 mph to 
6 mph within Gretna. 

 Relocation of the NOGC Railway to an 
alternate location where development is not as 
dense would improve the efficiency of NOGC’s 
freight rail operations.
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Tiered Alternatives Analysis Process

Four (4) Conceptual 
Alignment Options

Two (2) 
Preliminary 
Alternatives

Preferred 
Alternative 

(PA)

L
E
V
E
L

O
F

A
N
A
L
Y
S
I
S

We  Are 
Here

29

Conceptual Alignment Options 1 ‐ 4

30
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Conceptual Alignment Options 1 ‐ 4

Tier I Alternatives Analysis – Screening Evaluation

31

 Conceptual Alignment Options
 4 Options Identified 
 Field Review Conducted to Update 

Existing Conditions
 Conceptual Rail Layouts Refined
 Physical, Natural and Human 

Impacts Defined for Each Option
 Cost Estimates Prepared
 Analysis Summarized in Tier I AA 

Report

 Final Recommendation -
Eliminate Option 1 and Option 4 
from Further Evaluation

Tiered Alternatives Analysis Process

Four (4) Conceptual 
Alignment Options

Two (2) 
Preliminary 
Alternatives

Preferred 
Alternative 

(PA)

L
E
V
E
L

O
F

A
N
A
L
Y
S
I
S

We  Are 
Here

32
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Preliminary Alternatives A, B or Other

Tier II Alternatives Analysis

33

 Preliminary Alternatives
 2 Options Retained from the Tier I Alternatives Analysis 
 Conceptual Alignment Options Renamed Preliminary Alternatives A 

and B
 An Additional Alternative Could Evolve From a Combination of the 

Alignments Associated with Preliminary Alternatives A and B (see 
comment card)

 Engineering and Environmental Analyses Further Refined

 Next Steps in the Alternatives Analysis
1. Complete Engineering and Environmental Analysis For 

Any Additional Alternatives
2. Obtain Public and Stakeholder Input to Identify a 

Preferred Alternative
3. Begin Environmental Assessment

Preliminary Alternatives A and B

Limits - 4th Street (LA 18) to Murphy Canal

34
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Preliminary Alternatives A and B

Limits - Murphy Canal to LA 23

35

Environmental Assessment (EA)

 FRA-compliant EA

 FRA environmental procedures - Federal Register, Volume 64; No. 
101; May 26, 1999

 Council on Environmental Quality (CEQ) regulations

 Other applicable guidance, procedures, regulations and laws 
govern

 Alternatives to be Considered in EA:

 No-Build Alternative

 Preferred Alternative - identified through the alternatives 
analysis (AA) process with agency, stakeholder and public 
input and concurrence

 Draft EA results / action - Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI) 
or Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) 

36
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Environmental Assessment

 Evaluation of the Proposed Build Alternative or 
Preferred Alternative on the Human, Physical 
and Natural Environment.

 The No-Build Alternative will also be Evaluated.

 Direct, Indirect and Cumulative Impacts will be 
Quantified and Described.

 Benefits, Permits, Mitigation and Commitments 
will be Identified.

37

Environmental Assessment Resources

38

Human 
Environment

Natural 
Resources

Physical 
Environment

B-39
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Environmental Assessment Project Timeline

January
2015

Develop Project  
Purpose and 
Need

Define 
Conceptual 
Alignment 
Options

Identify Initial 
Environmental 
and Engineering 
Constraints

Agency 
Scoping

Identify & Refine 
Preliminary 
Alternatives 

Public Input 

Environmental &  
Engineering 
Analyses

Identify a 
Preferred 
Alternative  & 
Prepare Draft EA

Final EA 
/ FONSI

Draft
EA

Draft EA for 
Public Review

Evaluate Public 
Comments

Prepare Final EA 
& Finding of No 
Significant 
Impact  (FONSI) * 

* FONSI contingent 
upon minimal 
impacts 

July 
2015

January 
2016

June
2016

39

Overall Project Duration / Future Phases of the Project

2 years *

Surveys

Utilities

Detailed 
Engineering

Analyses

Preliminary 
and Final  
Design

Design

Right-of-way
(ROW) Plans

Appraisals

Acquire 
Right-of-way

Relocations

ConstructRight‐of‐
way

Utility 
Relocations

Railroad 
Mainline 

Track

Structures 
and Bridges

Maintenance 
Yard

Project 
Open

1.5 years *

* Estimated  durationC
om

pl
et

e 
 E

nv
iro

nm
en

ta
l 

D
oc

um
en

t

Substantial 
Completion

Final
Acceptance 

Testing

2.5 years * 0.5 years *

40
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Public Input and Comments

Public Input Is Important!

41

Comments received will help 
decision-makers choose the 
Preferred Alternative. Your 
comments will assist in the final 
decision.

There are many ways to provide 
and submit your comments:
 Comment form / tonight
 Verbal comment / tonight
 E-mail
 US Mail

 Comments are due by October  6, 2015.

Public Input on a Preferred Alternative

42

Public input is needed to assist decision-
makers in identifying a Preferred 
Alternative.  Please complete the survey 
portion of the Comment Form
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Conclusion

43

Please review the additional 
material available throughout 
the meeting room.

Please provide written 
comments on the Comment 
Form and Survey and turn in the 
completed form at the comment 
table.

Comments will be accepted by:
 Comment form / tonight
 Verbal comment / tonight
 E-mail *
 US Mail * 

 Comments are due by October  6, 2015.
 * See address on Comment Form

LA 23 NOGC Railway Relocation PE/NEPA Project

Thank you for your 
interest and participation 

in the 
LA 23 NOGC Railway Relocation 

Project

44
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LA 23 NOGC Railway 
Relocation PE/NEPA Project

Welcome !
Thank you for your participation 

Public Meeting 
LA 23 New Orleans & Gulf Coast Railway (NOGC) Relocation  

Preliminary Engineering (PE) /  
National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) Project 

RPC/FRA Grant # FR-RLD-0032-14-01-00 
RPC Task LA23RR1

 

Please sign-in and collect the meeting 
materials at the sign-in table 

Public meeting materials include: 

   Public Meeting Handout 
   Public Meeting Comment Card and Survey Form 
   Frequently Asked Questions 
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Presentation Video

Following the video, 
visit any information 
station to ask questions 
and learn more about 
the project from our 
team members 

For more information about this project, 
please visit the RPC website at 
www.norpc.org/railroad.html#LA23-Relocation 

bout this project, 
bsite at 

Public Meeting Comment Card and Survey 
Forms are located at the sign-in table and 
the display area. Please fill one out today 
or take it home to fill out later. 

Public Meeting Video
for the 

LA 23 New Orleans & 
Gulf Coast Railway 
Relocation Project

Please watch 
the 10 minute 
video to learn 

more about the 
project
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NEPA Overview

National Environmental Policy Act 

This public meeting is part of the 
Environmental Assessment (EA) 
requirements as described in the 
National Environmental Policy Act 
of 1969.  

NEPA is a decision-making process that requires federal agencies, 

such as the Federal Railroad Administration (FRA), to consider the 

impacts on the human and natural environment and to disclose such 

impacts in a public document prior to taking action on a project.  

What is the NEPA Process? 

Numerous environmental 

resources will be evaluated, 

including the potential impacts 

to Economic and Social 

Environments, Cultural 

Resources, Environmental 

Justice, Noise and Vibration, Air 

and Water Quality and Protected 

Species and Essential Habitats.  

The FRA welcomes comments 

and input, both in support of the 

project, as well as to identify any 

potential issues that can 

reasonably be addressed as the 

project advances. 

The outcome of the project is for 

FRA to issue a decision 

identifying a preferred 

alternative, following the FRA’s 

procedures for the Consideration 

of Environmental Impacts 

(Environmental Procedures).  
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Project Timeline and 
Overall Project Duration
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Alternatives Analysis (AA) 
Process

The outcome of the project is for FRA to issue a decision 
identifying a Preferred Alternative (PA), following the FRA’s 
procedures for the Consideration of Environmental Impacts 

(Environmental Procedures). 

Tier I Conceptual 
Alignment Options 

1, 2, 3 and 4 

Tier II Preliminary 
Alternatives  

A and B 

1 2 3 4 

A B 

PA 

Preferred 
Alternative 

To Be 
Determined (A, B
or combination 

of
A and B)
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Environmental Resources
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The National Wetlands Inventory (NWI) was established by the US
Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) to conduct a nationwide inventory
of U.S. wetlands to provide biologists and others with information on
the distribution and type of wetlands to aid in conservation efforts. 
To do this, the NWI developed a wetland classification system
(Cowardin et al. 1979) that is now the official FWS wetland
classification system and the Federal standard for wetland
classification (adopted by the Federal Geographic Data Committee
on July 29, 1996: 61 Federal Register 39465). The NWI also
developed techniques for mapping and recording the inventory
findings. The NWI relies on trained image analysts to identify and
classify  wetlands and deepwater habitats from aerial imagery. 
NWI started mapping wetlands at a small scale (1:250,000 map which
covers an area the size of 128-1:24,000 USGS topographic maps
or approximately 7,400 square miles). Eventually, large-scale 
(1:24K scale) maps became the standard product delivered by 
WI. As computerized mapping and geospatial technology evolved,
NWI discontinued production of paper maps in favor of distributing
 data via online "mapping tools" where information can be viewed 
and downloaded. Today, FWS serves its data  via an on-line data 
discovery "Wetlands Mapper". GIS users can access wetlands
data through an online wetland mapping service or download data
for various applications (maps, data analyses, and reports). 
The techniques used by  NWI have recently been adopted by the
Federal Geographic Data Committee as the federal wetland
mapping standard (FGDC Wetlands Subcommittee 2009). This
standard applies to all federal grants involving wetland mapping to
insure the data  can be added to the Wetlands Layer of the 
National Spatial Data Infrastructure. NWI also produces national 
wetlands status and trends reports required by Congress.
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Preliminary Alternatives:  
Impacts & Other 
Considerations

Evaluation Criteria Units Alt A Alt B 

Requires new track 

along a residential 

street 

Yes/No No No 

At-grade public road 

crossings  
Number 5 21 

At-grade private 

industry access 

crossings 

Number 68 11 

Number of parcels 

impacted 
Number 26 45 

Potential Relocations - 

Commercial 
Number 10 14 

Human Environment (1)

 
 

Physical Environment (1) 

 
 Evaluation Criteria Units Alt A Alt B 

Length of track Track Feet 50,644 51,981 

Required 50-foot ROW  Acres 42 60 

Major bridge crossings Number 4 5 

Moveable bridges Number 1 1 
Harvey Canal bascule 
bridge improvements 
required 

Yes/No Yes Yes 

Harvey Canal Tunnel 
(HCT) constraints  

Description None 
Overpass 

of HCT 
Approach 

Bridge over Cousins 
Canal Floodwall 
required 

Yes/No No No 

Bridge over Lapalco 
Boulevard & West 
Bank Animal Shelter 

Yes/No No Yes 

Connection to existing 
rail at LA 23 (TBD) 

Yes/No Yes Yes 

 
 

Evaluation Criteria Units Alt A Alt B 

Wetlands Directly 

Impacted 
Acres 25 26 

Within the 100-Year 

Floodplain  
Yes/No Yes Yes 

Natural Environment (1) 

 
 

 
Note (1):  Impacts Pending, To Be 

Quantified/Determined as part of the  
Tier II Alternatives Analysis (AA) Results  

 

The analysis of the preliminary alternatives will be 
summarized in a Tier II AA Report. 
Preliminary Alternative A, Preliminary Alternative B, or 
a combination of A and B, will be carried forward as 
the Preferred Alternative. 
The Preferred Alternative will be compared to the  
No-Build Alternative and both will be evaluated and 
described in detail in the Environmental Assessment 
(EA) document. 
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Conceptual Alignment Options: 
Costs, Impacts & Other 

Considerations

Evaluation Criteria Units 
Option 

1 

Option 

2 

Option 

3 

Option 

4 

Requires new track 

along a residential 

street 

Yes/No No No No Yes 

At-grade public 

road crossings  
# 14 5 21 22 

At-grade private 

industry access 

crossings 

# 33 68 11 11 

Number of parcels 

impacted 
# 105 26 45 48 

Potential 

Relocations - 

Commercial 

# 26 10 14 24 

Human Environment
 
 

Physical Environment 
 
 Evaluation Criteria Units Option 1 Option 2 Option 3 Option 4 

Length of track Track Feet 51,863 50,644 51,981 51,994 

Required 50-foot ROW  Acres 60 42 60 60 

Major bridge crossings Number 6 4 5 5 

Moveable bridges # 3 1 1 1 

Harvey Canal bascule 
bridge improvements 
required 

Yes/No No Yes Yes Yes 

Harvey Canal Tunnel 
(HCT) constraints  

Description 
Reinforce 

Top of 
HCT 

None 
Overpass 

of HCT 
Approach 

Overpass 
of HCT 

Approach 

Bridge over Cousins 
Canal Floodwall 
required 

Yes/No Yes No No No 

Bridge over Lapalco 
Boulevard & West 
Bank Animal Shelter 

Yes/No No No Yes Yes 

Connection to existing 
rail at LA 23 (TBD) 

Yes/No Yes Yes Yes Yes 

Feature 
Option 

1 

Option 

2 

Option 

3 

Option 

4 

Trackwork $26 $26 $26 $26 

Right-of-Way $35 $23 $33 $33 

Earthwork  $5 $4 $5 $5 

Road 

Crossings 
$10 $8 $11 $12 

Utilities  $12 $2 $3 $3 

Structures  $227 $99 $175 $175 

Estimated 

Construction 

Cost   

$315 $161 $252 $253 

Costs in $Millions 
 
 

Evaluation Criteria Units 
Option 

1 

Option 

2 

Option 

3 

Option 

4 

Wetlands Directly 

Impacted 
Acres 32 25 26 26 

Within the 100-

Year Floodplain  
Yes/No Yes Yes Yes Yes 

Natural Environment 
 
 

Tier I AA Results: 
Eliminate Option 1 
and Option 4 from 
Further Evaluation 

Conceptual Alignment Options
4 Options Identified 
Field Review Conducted to 
Update Existing Conditions

Conceptual Rail Layouts Refined
Physical, Natural and Human Impacts 
Defined for Each Option
Conceptual-level Cost Estimates 
Prepared 
Analysis Summarized in Tier I 
Alternatives Analysis (AA) Report 
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Proposed 
Gulf Intracoastal Waterway 

(GIWW) Crossing  

Vertical Lift 
Bridge (2)

Rolling 
Bascule Bridge

Swing Span 
Bridge

Movable Bridge Types (1) 

Notes: (1) GIWW Crossing Location and Renderings Correspond  to Preliminary Alternative A. 
            (2)  In order to meet US Coast Guard Requirements, a Vertical Lift Bridge is not Feasible due to Naval Air Station Joint Reserve Base Runway14-32 Airspace Restrictions.
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Section 106 Process of the 
National Historic Preservation 

Act of 1966 

Procedure for the Protection of 
Historical and Archaeological Resources

Initiate Section 106 Process
Initiate consultation with SHPO * 
Involve the public 
Identify other consulting parties 

* SHPO: State Historic 
Preservation Officer

Identify Historic Properties
Determine scope of effort 
Identify historic properties 
Evaluate historic significance 

Assess Adverse Effects
Apply criteria of adverse effect 

Resolve Adverse Effects
Continue consultation 

Undertaking of project may effect historic properties  

Historic properties are affected  

Historic properties are 
adversely affected 

Failure to agree  

No undertaking / 
no potential to 
cause effect

No historic 
properties 
affected

No historic 
properties 
adversely  
affected

Memorandum of 
Agreement

Council 
Comment
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LA 23 NOGC Railway 
Relocation PE/NEPA Project

We appreciate your interest and 
participation in the  

LA 23 NOGC Railway  
Relocation Project 
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Public Meeting Summary 
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Public Comment Summary Table
LA 23 New Orleans Gulf Coast Railway Relocation PE/NEPA Project

Jefferson and Plaquemines Parishes, LA

PC/FRA Grant # FR-RLD-0032-14-01-00; RPC Task LA23RR1
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1 9/6/2015 Joe Bart joebart@charter.net Public info email Requested a detail map and property owners affected list.

2 9/8/2015 Jason Kaliszeski jcknbc@gmail.com Public info email Requested copy of the proposed rail relocation route.  

3 9/10/2015 Tildon “Jay” Dufrene Jr., PE, PLS Dufrene Surveying & 

Engineering Inc.

1624 Manhattan Blvd.

Harvey LA 70058 jay@dufrenesurveying.com Public info email Requested the public meeting time.

4 9/16/2015 Ted Chiasson, Realtor Hugh Humphrey Real Estate, 

905 E Lexington Ave.

Gretna LA 70056 tedchiasson@cox.net Public info email Supports the project.

5 9/21/2015 Derek Chisholm 12 Beauregard Dr. Gretna LA 70053 dtcdtc39@gmail.com Public info email Eager to watch the project progress and requested to be added to the mailing list. New alignment better for 

freight mobility and for the community. Requests that the NEPA analysis compare traffic delays for all 

alternatives and properly compares community impacts. 

6 9/21/2015 Louise A. Perrin 424 Texaco Lane Harvey LA 70058 Letters/articles to PO Box Provided 10 pages of letters and articles expressing opposition to coal trains.

7 9/22/2015 John O. Mitchell 1315 Madison St. Gretna LA 70053 Comment Form 1 1 Daily inconvenience & noise (house rattling) 1 1 Indicated received meeting notice by mail which is the preferred method.

8 9/22/2015 William Barron 7255 Canal Blvd. New Orleans LA 70072 williambarron888@gmail.com Comment Form 1 See comments in 

last column

Building a motion pictures studio (www.nomps.com) and says coal train will put them out of business.

9 9/22/2015 Chris Breaux 1108 Orchid Dr. Harvey LA 70058 cbreaux@gmail.com Comment Form See last column 1 1 Agree with eliminating #4 - too close to homes 

and residences. Disagree with (eliminating) #1 - 

most isolated scenario and elimination of 

effecting vehicular traffic

1 1 1 Supports relocation of railroad system but must select/design route that is least impactful to Business & 

Industry in the Harvey Canal Industrial Corridor, which is essential to job creation and stimulation of the 

Westbank economy. Prefers alignment remaining on west side of Peters Rd throughout Harvey Canal Corridor 

preventing multiple crossovers of Peters Rd which is a state highway. Heard about the meeting from HCIA.

10 9/22/2015 John G. Pusateri, Jr. 414 5th Ave. Harvey LA 70058 Comment Form 1 See last column 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 Amount of traffic is currently limited but if additional capacity added, will change way of life for future 

Louisianans. Added convenience to train = additional impact to way of citizens' life. 

11 9/22/2015 & 

9/27/2015

Ms. Sevilla Finley 530 Second St. Gretna LA 70053 sfinley@cox.net Comment Form & Letter 1 See last column 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 Prefers ship by barge, not rail. Ruining our communities with increased railroad traffic. The promise of track 

relocation is balderdash--we must believe in the tooth fairy?

12 9/22/2015 Michael Paradelas 600 Gulf Dr. Gretna LA 70053 lafparadelas@yahoo.com Comment Form & Verbal 

Comment

1 1 1 1 1 Concerned about traffic backing up at the rail crossing of Peters Rd at Lapalco. Suggests elevating Peters Rd 

over the rail (thinks it's a cheaper alternative that has not been considered). After this project is completed 

would like to see rail along Belle Chasse Hwy in Gretna stay and be part of a rail transit system linking Gretna, 

Algiers, & New Orleans. The rail yard under the CCC is dangerous and should be moved. A rail bridge over 

Lapalco is too costly and a long bridge over the GIWW is unnecessary.

13 9/22/2015 Roy Dwyer 542 First Ave. Harvey LA 70058 psalm19@bellsouth.net Comment Form & Verbal 

Comment

1 See last column Lives on 1st Ave in historic Old Harvey on what was part of the Destrehan Plantation. Prefers no build because 

least environmental damage and will not destroy neighborhood. Least expensive existing RR already been 

improved. Concerns stated in verbal comments: (1) societal, environmental, neighborhood disruptions (2) 

trains will pass close to schools/churches (3) Passing trains will disrupt businesses on Peters Rd and block 

entrances during emergencies (4) Passing trains will block 4th St and cause traffic backups (5) Coal train 

concerns. If tracks have to be moved, they should be rerouted over Lakes Cataouatche and Salvador and 

come into LA 23 south of proposed

14 9/22/2015 Amanda Manning 1348 General Collins Ave. New Orleans LA 70114 amandasmanning@yahoo.com Comment Form 1 1 1

15 9/22/2015 Catherine Johnson 1112 Pailet Ave. Harvey LA 70058 Comment Form 1 1 1 1 Concerned that if railcars are open, coal dust will put community's health at risk and impact homes.

16 9/22/2015 Laura Manning 3624 Chadwood Dr. Harvey LA 70058 Comment Form 1 1 (ABBA combo) 1 1 1 1 1

17 9/22/2015 Derek Sharp 3624 Chadwood Dr. Harvey LA 70058 Comment Form 1 (AABB combo) 1 1 1 1

18 9/22/2015 Carol Moore 2352 S. Friendship Dr. Harvey LA 70058 seemecb@aol.com Comment Form 1 See last column 1 1 1 1 1 1 Concerned that vibration along Peters Rd will damage the flood protection wall.

19 9/22/2015 Jason Lewis 3861 Chinkapin St. Harvey LA 70058 Comment Form 1 1 (BBAB combo) 1 1

20 9/22/2015 Kay Duhon 462 Hamilton St. Gretna LA 70053 Comment Form See last column 1 Doesn't care where it's moved as long as out of her neighborhood.

23 9/25/2015 Daniel Talbot 449 Fairfield Ave. Gretna LA 70056 dantalbot34@yahoo.com Comment Form 1 See last column 1 1 1 1 Strongly favors Alt A because Alt B passes behind houses near Pailet St. The current route along Belle Chasse 

Hwy is very dangerous. Has seen many train/car accidents in last 43 years where drivers try to "beat the 

train." 

24 9/26/2015 Robert Grace (WOCA President) 2144 Stall Drive Harvey LA 70058 westbanker@aol.com Public info email 1 1 (BBAA combo) 1 #1 would impact wetlands on southern end and 

routing around pump stations would be difficult; 

#4 cuts through residential and businesses

1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 Would prefer not having the railroad in the Peters Rd corridor; Alt B least disruption to communities (email 

outlines a preferred BBAA combo and the reasons). Funding should fall primarily on the railroad and industrial 

backers. 

27 9/29/2015 Michael Barbier 436 Newton St. Gretna LA 70053 mirbar1971@gmail.com Comment Form 1 Costs less 1 High cost of #1 and #4 impacts neighborhoods 1 1 1 1 Would like to see more info on how project will be funded.

28 9/29/2015 Fay Forvendel 527 Fos St. Harvey LA 70058 fforvendel@harrahs.com Comment Form 1 See last column 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 Don't want trains, pollution, traffic - not good for us!

29 9/29/2015 Aaron Cheramie 539 Bellanger St. Harvey LA 70058 ascheramie@gmail.com Comment Form 1

31 10/2/2015 David Johnson 602 Homewood Pl. Westwego LA 70094 Comment Form 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 Other concerns: health and respiratory and other medical concerns

32 10/2/2015 Marco Meza 624 5th Ave. Harvey LA 70058 mz1774@yahoo.com Comment Form 1 1 1 1

33 10/2/2015 Mike Thiaville 439 First Ave. Harvey LA 70058 mikethia@cox.net Comment Form 1 Goes through 

Gretna

1 Let Gretna have it. 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 Other concerns: health

34 10/2/2015 A. Landry N. Von Braun St. Harvey LA 70058 Comment Form 1 See last column 1 Curve too sharp onto either street from 4th St. 1 Health reasons for school children near 4th St area; breathing allergies

35 10/2/2015 Melissa G. Meza 624 5th Ave. Harvey LA 70058 mmmeza2002@yahoo.com Comment Form 1 See last column 1 1 1 1 1 1 Thinks everything is fine the way it is; feels that if changes are made, there would be heavy traffic in an area 

that is already congested; concerned about pollution causing her children's asthma to worsen.

36 10/2/2015 & 

10/7/15

Nancy S. Dwyer 542 First Ave. Harvey LA 70058 psalm91secret@live.com Comment Form & Letter 1 See last column 1 Close to neighborhood and kindergarten. 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 Already have train problems in Harvey; don't need other communities pushing their problems onto us; safety 

concerns (explosions and terrorism threat); bottleneck of Harvey Lock boat traffic, cars on 4th St bridge, rail 

traffic on 4th St and Peters Rd, and coal trains. Concerned about impacts to historic neighborhood (St. 

Rosalie) and impacts to a low income African American neighborhood (Pailet Ave) and elementary 

school/playground (B.A. St. Ville Elementary School). More comments attached.

37 10/2/2015 Guy McDonald 419 First Ave. Harvey LA 70058 gmac641@yahoo.com Comment Form 1 See last column Health; clean air; surrounded by polluting businesses.

38 10/5/2015 Debra Fayette 550 First Ave. Harvey LA 70058 orangerod3@cox.net Comment Form 1 1

39 10/5/2015 Maria White 541 First Ave. Harvey LA 70058 mariawhite4832@gmail.com Comment Form 1 1

40 10/5/2015 Lawrence Fayette 550 First Ave. Harvey LA 70058 orangerod3@cox.net Comment Form 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1

41 10/5/2015 James Simmons 1677 Dogwood Dr. Harvey LA 70058 nicholls5866@aol.com Comment Form 1

43 10/7/2015 Cheryl Simmons 1677 Dogwood Dr. Harvey LA 70058 nicholls1966@aol.com Comment Form 1 See last column 1 1 1 1 1 1 Does not want this in her neighborhood.

44 10/7/2015 Alberta Danos 523  First Ave. Harvey LA 70058 Comment Form 1 1 See comments in last column 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 Doesn't want black stuff (coal dust) all over the houses and cars.

45 10/7/2015 Rene J. Thoulin 431 First Ave. Harvey LA 70058 Comment Form 1 1

46 10/7/2015 Joan Thoulion 431 First Ave. Harvey LA 70058 Comment Form 1 1 See last column 1 1 1 1 1 Husband has lung problems (suffers from C.O.P.D.) and doesn’t need coal dust to add to it

47 10/7/2015 Douglas Blake 910 Grefer Ave. Harvey LA 70058 Comment Form 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1

Total 5 5 4 24 16 3 10 17 12 6 16 14 8 8 10 8 4 8 1 0 3 1 1 10 9 1 4

Zip Email Comment Method Summary of Additional CommentsDate Received

How would you 

like to receive 

project updates 

?

Of the Preliminary Alternatives, 

which do you prefer?

Do you agree with eliminating Conceputal Alignment 

Options 1 and 4?

Do you have any concerns related to the 

project?
How did you hear about the meeting?

No. Name Address City St.
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From: joe [mailto:joebart@charter.net]  

Sent: Sunday, September 06, 2015 6:00 PM 
To: LA23publicinfo 

Subject: Map 

 
Hi, how do I get a detail map and property owners affected list? I live in the area and recently retired 
from 30 years of active duty military service. I concern about details, this look like on the surface 
another political/ politicians giveaway/welfare taxpayers funded program given to few members that 
holds local seats on councils (kickbacks). Thanks, I will be there… Please provide a map thanks 
 
 
Joe B 
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From: jcknbc@gmail.com
Sent: Tuesday, September 08, 2015 6:11 PM
To: LA23publicinfo
Subject: Proposed Rail Location

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Completed

 
Hello, 
 
I will be unable to attend the open house regarding the relocation of the railway in Jefferson and Plaquemines Parish on 
9/22/15.  I visited the website, but was unable to find the proposed route.  Would it be possible to get a copy of the 
proposed rail location?  Thank you in advance. 
 
Jason Kaliszeski 
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From: Magiera, Doree
To: Jay Dufrene; LA23publicinfo
Cc: kstewart@hawthorneagency.com; Wadsworth, Lisa D.
Subject: RE: LA 23 Railroad
Date: Thursday, September 10, 2015 10:59:48 AM
Attachments: LA23RR1 Public Meeting Notice letter size with map 9 1 2015 final.pdf

Mr. Dufrene,

 

The meeting is from 4-7pm. It is an open house format meeting so you can come anytime between those

 hours to learn more about the project. Attached is the public meeting notice.

 

We look forward to seeing you at the meeting.

 

 

Doree S. Magiera
Environmental Program Lead

HDR
1 Galleria Boulevard, Suite 1920

Metairie, LA 70001-7541

D 504.218.1227 M 504.229.8317

doree.magiera@hdrinc.com

hdrinc.com/follow-us

 

 

From: Jay Dufrene [mailto:jay@dufrenesurveying.com] 
Sent: Thursday, September 10, 2015 8:19 AM
To: LA23publicinfo
Subject: LA 23 Railroad
 
What time is the public meeting on Sept 22?
 
 
Tildon “Jay” Dufrene Jr., PE, PLS
Dufrene Surveying & Engineering Inc.
1624 Manhattan Blvd
Harvey, LA  70058
504-368-6390
504-368-6394 (fax)
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    Public Meeting Notice 
 


 


LA 23 New Orleans & Gulf Coast Railway Relocation PE/NEPA Project 
Jefferson and Plaquemines Parishes, LA 


RPC/FRA Grant # FR-RLD-0032-14-01-00; RPC Task LA23RR1 
 
The Regional Planning Commission for Jefferson, Orleans, Plaquemines, St. Bernard, St. Tammany and 
Tangipahoa Parishes (RPC) and the Federal Railroad Administration (FRA) will host an Open House Public 
Meeting concerning the preparation of an environmental assessment (EA) to evaluate the environmental 
impacts associated with relocating a portion of the New Orleans & Gulf Coast (NOGC) Railway in Jefferson and 
Plaquemines Parishes, LA. The purpose of the EA will be to provide the public, governmental agencies, 
and all other interested parties with information to assess the proposed rail relocation alternatives 
that will meet the Project’s purpose and need and to evaluate the environmental impacts associated with the 
a l t e r n a t i v e s . The 13-mile portion of the NOGC Railway that is subject to potential relocation extends from 
the Harvey Canal, through the City of Gretna, and along LA 23/Belle Chasse Highway in Jefferson Parish and a 
portion of Plaquemines Parish.  
 
The O p e n  House Public Meeting will allow the public to review and comment on the P r o j e c t  purpose and 
need, the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) environmental process, and to receive additional 
e n v i r o n m e n t a l  a n d  p r e l i m i n a r y  e n g i n e e r i n g  ( P E )  i n f o r m a t i o n  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  project.  
 
The Public Meeting will be held:  
 


Tuesday, September 22, 2015 
4:00 - 7:00 PM 
Mel Ott Park Multi-Purpose Center 
2301 Belle Chasse Highway 
Gretna, LA 70053 
 
Please join the RPC to share your thoughts about the 
project. Written comments will be collected during 
the meeting and may also be mailed or emailed to the 
project team by October 6, 2015 to: 
 
LA 23 Railway Project,  
P.O. Box 56845  
New Orleans, LA, 70156 or 
LA23publicinfo@hdrinc.com  


 
Public participation is solicited without regard to race, 
color, national origin, age, sex, religion, disability or 
family status. Persons who require special 
accommodations under the Americans with 
Disabilities Act or persons who require translation 
services should contact (504) 488-4745 or 
LA23publicinfo@hdrinc.com at least five working days 
prior to the meeting.  For more information visit  http://www.norpc.org/railroad.html 
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-----Original Message----- 
From: Magiera, Doree  
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2015 8:02 AM 
To: 'Ted Chiasson' 
Subject: RE: LA23 Railway Project 
 
Mr. Chaisson 
 
Thank you for your comment.  
 
Please join us for the public meeting to learn more about the project. The public 
meeting is next Tuesday, September 22, 2015 from 4-7 PM at Mel Ott Park Multi-
Purpose/Recreation Center in Gretna. 
 
Doree S. Magiera 
Environmental Program Lead 
HDR  
1 Galleria Boulevard, Suite 1920 
Metairie, LA 70001-7541 
D 504.218.1227 M 504.229.8317 
doree.magiera@hdrinc.com 
hdrinc.com/follow-us 
 
-----Original Message----- 
From: Ted Chiasson [mailto:tedchiasson@cox.net]  
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2015 7:37 AM 
To: LA23publicinfo 
Subject: LA23 Railway Project 
 
I would hope that this would be a chance to utilize an opportunity to jumpstart 
another important project that is already in the works.  This project would 
provide much needed funds and would create a path to continue Peters Road south 
past Engineers Road and across the Intracoastal Canal And reconnect with LA23 at 
Cedar Grove.  This would allow for a much needed shortcut that would bypass Belle 
Chasse, the military base and Gretna and keep the railroad in a mostly 
rural/industrial area.  That would be an upgrade to the entire Westbank region.  
I can support that. 
-- 
Ted Chiasson, Realtor 
(504)450-3291  cell 
tedchiasson@cox.net 
Hugh Humphrey Real Estate 
905 E Lexington Ave. 
Gretna, LA  70056 
(504)754-2525  ofc. 
(866)275-3339  fax 
Louisiana Licensed  
Real Estate Salesperson 
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From: Derek Chisholm [mailto:dtcdtc39@gmail.com]  

Sent: Monday, September 21, 2015 12:03 PM 
To: LA23publicinfo 

Subject: Rail Alignment Study (RPC Task LA23RR1) 

 

I am unable to attend the event on the 22nd, but am eager to watch this project progress. Please 

add me to the mailing list. 

Derek Chisholm 

12 Beauregard Drive, Gretna LA 70053 

225-907-1280 

 

The new alignment would be far better for both freight mobility and for the community. In the 

NEPA analysis, please be sure to: 

1. Compare the traffic delays for all alternatives. I presume that the propose alignment along the 

canal would have the least delay. 

2. Properly compare the community impacts.  As use of the rail line increases, so will the adverse 

effects felt by Gretna residents. Many of thee residents are low-income and/ or minorities. 

So the expected increase in rail usage, along the current alignment, is likely going to have a 

disproportionate, adverse effect to these populations. 

 

Thank you. 

Derek 
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From: westbanker@aol.com [mailto:westbanker@aol.com]  

Sent: Saturday, September 26, 2015 12:31 PM 
To: LA23publicinfo 

Subject: Commentary on the September 22 presentation at Mel Ott Center 

 
I am using the Email response because the form does not provide enough space for my comments. 
 
My information: 
Robert Grace 
2144 Stall Drive 
Harvey, LA 70058 
westbanker@aol.com 
Woodland Oaks Civic Association President 
www.WOCA-Harvey.org 
 
 
While I and our association would prefer not having the railroad coming through the Peters Road corridor, 
it appears that we may not have that choice. I have driven through the proposed route areas over the last 
few days and want to share my observations. 
 
Of the alignments presented, Preliminary Alternative B provides the least disruption to the communities 
involved. The reasoning and concerns are: 
 
4

th
 Street to US 90B – Alternative B – East side of Peters Road would eliminate the need for a Peters 

Road grade crossing, allowing better vehicular traffic to 4
th
 Street and the businesses along the canal. 

While the old RR right-of-way is on the west side, very little remains and there are many business access 
points along the way. The east side route also presents similar access problem, but avoids a grade 
crossing near 4

th
 Street. 

 
US 90B to Lapalco Blvd. - Alternative B – Within the utility corridor between Peters Road and Pailet Ave. 
would minimize the impact on vehicular traffic along Peters Road. With the Westbank Expressway 
entrance and exit ramps being build to shift the load of traffic from Manhattan Blvd. to Peters Road, the 
volume of traffic will increase over time. Peters Road needs to be widened, at least to three lanes, to 
accommodate the load. The obvious expansion would utilize the existing track area to the west side of 
Peters Road. The west side alignment would allow the railroad access a clearer run, but would require 
two grade crossings of Peters Road, creating traffic delays and risks to safety (which, I assume, is a 
motivation to move from the Belle Chasse Highway route). The Pailet Avenue route is not without 
problems, however. I counted at least four streets that would require grade crossings, and one of them 
leads to a community playground (MLK Playground) without alternative access. These grade crossing 
must have signals and gates to minimize vehicle and pedestrian risk. This route would require a fairly 
high RR bridge across Lapalco Blvd. In the design, room at the Lapalco crossing must include space for 
the future widening of the Harvey Canal bridge, where the road currently chokes down to four lanes from 
six on either side. There has been much discussion about this (widen the bridge or add a second, split, 
bridge section on the north or south side of the existing bridge) and I have not seen any final proposals. 
However, if the RR bridge does not provide sufficient room for expansion, this would impact the growth 
along the Lapalco corridor. 
 
Lapalco Blvd to Murphy Canal Crossing – While not in the list of options, this is important to consider. 
There are a number of businesses located in that corridor that will need to be partially acquired or 
relocated. The route will bring the trains close to the residential communities of Woodland Oaks and 
Village Green. Noise, vibration, dust and potential pollution must be addressed. A sound wall or baffles 
should be included between the RR and Murphy Canal. The RR route shifts to the west to pass around 
the power substation, but this alignment may not allow sufficient space between the Harvey Blvd. 
extension and Peters Road to allow an over-the-tracks bridge to be built. The alternative would require a 
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grade crossing on Harvey Blvd., which would not be acceptable, since this was designated as a major 
east-west corridor in the roadway infrastructure plans. 
 
Murphy Canal Crossing to GIWW – Alternative Plan A: Closer to Peters Road Extension – Since the bulk 
of the area is wetlands, the exact route is not critical, but the Peters Road alternative is shorter and would 
provide for shorter bridge structures across Bayou Barataria the GIWW. This alignment, however, would 
require more property to be acquired, since it is more built up. I am concerned about the impact of a 
grade crossing across Engineers Road in either of the alignments. While traffic on that section of the 
roadway is not as heavy as the northern end of Peters Road, that location would require the train to slow 
and lengthen the crossing time. If a bridge is impractical at that location, then the grade crossing must be 
gated and have both audible and visual signals. 
 
GIWW to Proposed Hero Yard – Alternative A: Offset from Peters Road Extension – There are two 
reasons for this choice. First, it is shorter and less expensive through the wetlands. Second, by shifting 
away from Peters Road, this would reduce the audible and visible pollution from the RR and perhaps 
open some of the area to industrial or commercial expansion. The proposed Hero yard and connection to 
the existing river side rail routes look reasonable. 
 
I agree with eliminating the Options 1 and 4 because, while Option 1 has a wide swath of undeveloped 
land, the southern end would impact a large wetland area. Also, routing the RR around or over the 
pumping stations would be a monumental problem. Option 2, aligning the track to St. Joseph Street would 
cut through existing residential and business locations. 
 
I do have a number of concerns. The primary concern is pollution close to residential neighborhoods. 
While locomotives have gotten better over the years, there is still a considerable amount of particulate 
and chemical residue that would drift over the affected communities all along the route. Also, the railroad 
may be used to transport loose materials, such as coal, gravel, dirt or grain, that must be regulated to 
eliminate pollution. We had too much dust in the past from pipeline processing, including above normal 
cancer incidences, and we will not accept increased airborne material from the new railroad. 
 
There will be a number of people and business impacted by this routing as mentioned above. Relocation 
and Right-of-Way impacts will be critical and will the communities along Pailet and between Murphy 
Canal and the GIWW. While the alignment I've suggested would minimize the construction impact (it 
avoids major traffic routes), the construction access to the area may be a problem. There are a number of 
areas along the route that are wetlands. The construction must minimize the impact in the area and 
ensure that the wetlands water flow is not impeded, which may require elevating the roadway in those 
areas. 
 
Of course, Safety and Noise Impacts, outlined above, will be critical. Quality of life must remain a primary 
design goal. 
 
Finally, I believe that the funding for this project should fall primarily, if not entirely, on the railroad and 
industrial backers. Land acquisitions and relocations must be funded by the private sources. State and 
local funding must be limited to the roadway infrastructures, like the Peters Road extension and the 
Harvey Blvd. extension and bridge over Murphy Canal. 
 
I received email and a flyer as notification. I would like to receive updates via email 
(westbanker@aol.com). 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to participate in this project. 
 
Robert Grace 

 

D-81

mailto:westbanker@aol.com


1

From: Lynn Folse <lynncfolse@gmail.com>
Sent: Monday, September 28, 2015 8:21 PM
To: LA23publicinfo
Cc: Billy Arnold; Charles Saucier; Estle Neie; Lynette Bourg; Mike Biondolillo; Pat Randazo; 

Robert Grace; Terry Clark; Tony Quaglino
Subject: reroute of RR through Harvey

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Completed

I understand there is a proposal to re-route the RR from Belle Chase through Harvey along or near to the 
Murphy Canal.  Please note there are many homes that back up to the Murphy Canal in the Woodland West 
neighborhood and many more in close proximity.  This route is unacceptable and too close to homes which 
have been here for 25 to 50 years.   
 
Thanks for your consideration and please keep me informed of any further meetings or decisions regarding the 
RR route. 
 
Lynn Folse  
WOCA 
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From: Cecile Caronna [mailto:cecile.caronna@gmail.com]  

Sent: Monday, September 28, 2015 3:33 PM 
To: LA23publicinfo 

Subject: Coal Train 

 

To Whom It May Concern, 

 

I would like to voice my opinion on the proposed Coal Train.  As a resident and tax payer of 

Harvey, LA, I oppose this train.  It would pose a health risk as well as act as an impetus to lower 

our property values.  My husband and I have  

 

If it is unsafe for Gretna, it is unsafe for us. 

 

Please reconsider using the route of Peters Road to Engineers Road. 

 

Cecile Caronna 

2133 Titan Street 

Harvey, LA  70058 

 

504-812-8646 

 

D-83

mailto:cecile.caronna@gmail.com


D-84



 

New Orleans Motion Picture Studios, Inc. 
7500 4th Street. Marrero, LA 70072 
7500 4th Street. Marrero, LA 70072 
PH: 504-335-3600 - Fax: 504-358-2300 

www.NOMPS.com 

Regional Transportation, Economic Development and Environmental Planning 

RE: LA 23 Rail Relocation PE/NEPA Project 

New Orleans Motion Picture Studios is in the process of renovating the 80-acre 
Celotex site at 7500 4th Street in Marrero, to become Louisiana’s largest motion 
picture studios.  We estimate at least 1,500 direct employment high wage jobs within 
2 to 3 years.  The noise impact from constant coal trains passing by our property will 
put us out of business.  The noise level and ground vibrations of these coal trains 
will make it impossible to do film production. 

Please include us in the environmental impact report for noise levels, ground 
vibration, and coal dust contamination.   
 
 
 
Thomas E. Conrad 

 
President 
New Orleans Motion Picture Studios Inc. 
Mobile:  504-415-1997 
tconrad@nomps.com 
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D-87Letter from Louise A. Perrin - 9-21-15
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