Cooioooo

LIVEIT.LOVEIT.

JEFFERSON PARISH

BICYCLE MASTER PLAN

FINAL

Prepared for:

REGIONAL PLANNING COMMISSION FOR JEFFERSON, ORLEANS,
PLAQUEMINES, ST. BERNARD AND ST. TAMMANT PARISHES

Prepared by:
GCRINC., ALTA PLANNING + DESIGN, VILLAVASO & ASSOCIATES, DANA
BROWN & ASSOCIATES, JEMISON & PARTNERS

REGIONAL
PLANNING

COMMISSION

THE PREPARATION OF THIS REPORT HAS BEEN FINANCED THROUGH GRANTS FROM THE
LOUISIANA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION IN ACCORDANCE WITH FHWA AND STATE
PROJECT NO. H.009307 AND RPC CONTRACT NO. SGSBMP)



The Jefferson Parish Bicycle Master Plan would not have been possible without the participation and support of many community

representative, public officials and staff including but not limited to the following individuals:

CITIZENS ADVISORY COMMITTEE
Council Appointees

At-Large, Division A, Christopher L. Roberts: Scott Young

At-Large, Division B, Elton M. Lagasse: Byron LeBlanc
Council District 1, Ricky J. Templet: Mark Morgan
Council District2, Paul D. Johnston: Ronnie Gillen
Council District 3, Mark D. Spears: Steve Grefer
Council District 4, E. “Ben” Zahn, Ill: Will Barrera

Council District 5, Cynthia Lee-Sheng: Melinda Bourgeois

Additional Members

Mike Ince, City of Kenner

Chris Smits, Jefferson Convention and Visitor Bureau
Frank Martinez, East and West Jefferson Hospitals
Bob Evans, Bonnabel Neighborhood Association
Mic Dancisak, Tulane University

Adam Watts, Bicycle World

Aleutia Scott, National Park Service

Eva M. Hurst, Language access advocate

GCRINC.

Matthew Rufo, Project Manager and Principal Author
Kevin DiCrispino, GIS Analyst

Allison deJong, Planner

Bobby Evans, Intern

ALTA PLANNING + DESIGN

John Cock, Principal
Jean Crowther, Senior Planner

JEFFERSON PARISH

Mark Drewes, Engineering Department
Jody Savoie, Engineering Department
Terri Wilkinson, Planning Department
Juliette Cassagne, Planning Department
Larry Massey, Planning Department
Randy Nicholson, Streets Department

REGIONAL PLANNING COMMISSION

Walter Brooks, Executive Director

Karen Parsons, Principal Planner and Project Manager
Dan Jatres, Pedestrian and Bicycle Program Manager

DANA BROWN & ASSOCIATES, INC.

Dana Brown, Principal
Danielle Duhe, Associate

VILLAVASO & ASSOCIATES, LLC

Steve Villavaso
Fred Neal Jr.
Bailey deRouen

JEMISON & PARTNERS, INC.

Lydia Jemison



State Project No. H.009307 RPC Contract No. SGSBMPJ

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

April 3,2014

CITIZENS ADVISORY COMMITTEE

JEFFERSON PARISH

REGIONAL PLANNING COMMISSION

PROJECT TEAM

GCRINC.

ALTA PLANNING + DESIGN

DANA BROWN & ASSOCIATES, INC.
VILLAVASO & ASSOCIATES, LLC

JEMISON & PARTNERS, INC.

O O O O O O o o o o

TABLE OF CONTENTS

—_

FIGURES

TABLES

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

VISION

BICYCLING IN JEFFERSON PARISH TODAY

IMPLEMENTATION OF GOALS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

0 N OO »1o»n

1. INTRODUCTION: MAKING JEFFERSON PARISH “BICYCLE FRIENDLY”

1

WHY GO BICYCLE FRIENDLY?

1

WHY A BICYCLE MASTER PLAN?

12

HOW TO USE THIS PLAN

12

FORMULATING THE PLAN VISION

12

2. VISION OF A BICYCLE FRIENDLY FUTURE

14

3. BICYCLING IN JEFFERSON PARISH TODAY

15

OVERVIEW: HOW BICYCLE FRIENDLY IS JEFFERSON PARISH?

16

EXISTING BICYCLE NETWORK

17

PREVIOUS BICYCLE PLANS AND PROPOSED ROUTES

19

WESTWEGO TO HARVEY CANAL HURRICANE PROTECTION LEVEE: RECREATIONAL TRAIL CORRIDOR CONCEPT AND DESIGN

RECOMMENDATIONS

JEFFERSON PARISH THOROUGHFARE PLAN

BUCKTOWN NEIGHBORHOOD PLAN

19
METAIRIE CBD LAND USE AND TRANSPORTATION PLANNING STUDY 19
JEFFERSON PARISH COMPREHENSIVE PLAN TRANSPORTATION ELEMENT 19
2005 NEW ORLEANS METROPOLITAN PEDESTRIAN AND BICYCLE PLAN 20
20
20
JEFFERSON EDGE 2020 STRATEGIC IMPLEMENTATION PLAN - FAT CITY REDEVELOPMENT 21

FINAL




State Project No. H.009307 RPC Contract No. SGSBMPJ April 3,2014

LOUISIANA STATEWIDE BICYCLE AND PEDESTRIAN MASTER PLAN 21
KENNER 2030: A STRATEGIC PLAN FOR A PROSPEROUS FUTURE 21
PLANNED AND FUNDED BIKEWAYS 24
BUCKTOWN CONNECTOR ROUTE, METAIRIE SHARED LANE 24
LEO KERNER PARKWAY, ESTELLE BIKE LANES 24
POWER BOULEVARD TO LAKE PONTCHARTRAIN, NORTH KENNER MULTI-USE TRAIL EXTENSION 24
GRETNA DOWNTOWN BIKE ROUTE SHARED LANE 24
WHERE DO JEFFERSON PARISH RESIDENTS WANT TO RIDE? 24
WHERE ARE THREATS TO SAFE AND CONVENIENT BICYCLING? 27
RESULTS 27
EDUCATION AND ENCOURAGEMENT 30
HOW DO CURRENT ZONING AND LAND USE POLICIES IMPACT BICYCLING? 31
ZONING DISTRICTS 31
ZONING STANDARDS 32
SUBDIVISION REGULATIONS AND SPECIAL DEVELOPMENT ORDINANCES 33

4. GOALS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 35
OVERVIEW 35
GOAL 1: A COMPREHENSIVE BIKEWAY NETWORK 38
BICYCLE FACILITY TYPES 39
1.1: BUILD PRIORITY, NEAR TERM BIKEWAYS TO CONNECT LEVEE TRAILS 48
1.2: PLAN, DESIGN AND BUILD HIGH DEMAND, CHALLENGING-TO-IMPLEMENT BIKEWAYS 54
1.3: IMPROVE BICYCLE ACCESS ACROSS THE MISSISSIPPI RIVER AND HARVEY CANAL 56
1.4: IMPROVE SAFETY AT INTERSECTIONS 57
1.5: MAINTAIN AND IMPROVE EXISTING TRAILS AND ON-STREET BIKEWAYS 57
GOAL 2: DESTINATION FACILITIES 58
2.1 INSTALL BICYCLE PARKING AT KEY LOCATIONS 58
2.2 DEVELOP TRAILHEADS SERVING POPULAR TRAILS 59
2.3 & 2.4: ZONE FOR DESTINATION FACILITIES 62
GOAL 3: PLANNING AND ENGINEERING POLICIES, PROCEDURES AND GUIDELINES 62
3.1: ADOPT AND EMPLOY A COMPLETE STREETS POLICY 62
3.2: ADOPT AND EMPLQOY BICYCLE FACILITY DESIGN GUIDELINES 65
3.3: CREATE A BICYCLE COORDINATOR POSITION 67
3.4: ESTABLISH AND CONVENE A BICYCLE ADVISORY COMMITTEE 67
GOAL 4: BICYCLING PROGRAMS: EDUCATION, ENCOURAGEMENT, ENFORCEMENT, EVALUATION & EQUITY 68
EXISTING AND POTENTIAL PROGRAM PARTNERS 68
EDUCATION 70
4.1 ORGANIZE A“SHARE THE STREETS” MEDIA AND EDUCATION CAMPAIGN 70
4.2 PROVIDE TRAINING FOR PROFESSIONAL DRIVERS 70

FINAL 2



State Project No. H.009307 RPC Contract No. SGSBMPJ April 3,2014
4.3 PROVIDE TRAINING TO LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS 70
4.4 CREATE AND OFFER A YOUTH BICYCLING SAFETY CURRICULUM 70
ENCOURAGEMENT 71
4.5 EMPLOYER INCENTIVES 71
4.6 HOLD OPEN STREETS EVENTS 71
4.7 SAFE ROUTES TO SCHOOL BICYCLE TRAIN 71
4.8 CREATE AND MAINTAIN AN ACCESSIBLE, EASTY TO USE BICYCLING INFORMATION WEBSITE 72
4.9 CONDUCT INDIVIDUALIZED MARKETING 73
ENFORCEMENT/POLICE 73
4.10 ENFORCE BIKE LIGHT USAGE 73
4.12 CREATE A BICYCLE EMERGENCY RESPONSE TEAM 74
EVALUATION 74
4.13 CONDUCT ANNUAL MANUAL COUNTS 74
EQUITY 75
4.14: FOCUS ON WOMEN, FAMILIES, MINORITIES AND AT-RISK YOUTH 75

GOAL 5: LAND USE POLICIES 76
5.1 REQUIRE AND INCENTIVIZE BICYCLE PARKING IN PRIVATE DEVELOPMENT 76
5.2: REFORM PARKING LOT DESIGN REQUIREMENTS TO ACCOMMODATE CYCLISTS 77
5.3 REFORM SUBDIVISION REGULATIONS 78

5. TAKING ACTION 79

PLAN ADOPTION & IMPLEMENTATION 79
IMPLEMENTATION TIMELINE AND BENCHMARKS 80

FUNDING 89
FEDERALI 89
STATE 89
LOCAL 89

COORDINATION 89

MONITORING 90

APPENDIXES 91

APPENDIX A: GLOSSARY OF TERMS 91

APPENDIX B: EXISTING CONDITIONS 93
THREAT ANALYSIS 93
DEMAND ANALYSIS 97

APPENDIX C: COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT RESULTS 102
SUMMARY 102
CITIZEN ADVISORY COMMITTEE 102
CITIZEN SURVEY RESULTS 103
THEMES 103

FINAL



State Project No. H.009307 RPC Contract No. SGSBMPJ April 3,2014

APPENDIX D: LAND USE RECOMMENDATIONS 109
BICYCLE PARKING DEFINITIONS 109
LOCATIONS 109
STANDARDS 110
RACK DESIGN 112
SIGNAGE 113
INCENTIVES 113

APPENDIX E: FUNDING SOURCES 114

APPENDIX F: BIKEWAY RECOMMENDATIONS 123
PRIORITY BIKEWAY SECTIONS AND PLANS 123

APPENDIX G: BICYCLE FRIENDLY COMMUNITIES FEEDBACK REPORT 127

APPENDIX H: BICYCLE FACILITY DESIGN GUIDELINES 128

FINAL 4



State Project No. H.009307 RPC Contract No. SGSBMPJ

Figure 1 Existing and Planned Bikeways

April 3,2014

18

Figure 2 Previously Proposed Routes

23

26

Figure 3 Bicycling Demand Index
Figure 4 Bicycling Threat Index

29

41

Figure 5 Recommended Bicycle Network
Figure 6 Recommended Bicycle Network, Kenner

42

Figure 7 Recommended Bicycle Network: Metairie

43

44

Figure 8 Recommended Bicycle Network: Waggaman/Harahan
Figure 9 Recommended Bicycle Network: Westwego/Marrero

45

Figure 10 Recommended Bicycle Network: Gretna/Harvey

46

Figure 11 Recommended Bicycle Network: Lafitte

47

Figure 12 Near-term, priority bikeways

52

61

Figure 13: Proposed trailhead locations and trails
Figure 14: Bridge Locations

93

Figure 15: Bicycle Crash Locations, 2009-2010

94

Figure 16: Posted Speed Limit

95

Figure 17: Average Daily Traffic

96

98

Figure 18: Destinations
Figure 19: Zero Car Household Density

99

Figure 20: JeT Bike Rack Usage

100

101

Figure 21: Population Density

Table 1 Existing bicycle trails

17

Table 2 Summary of Previous Bicycle Plans

22

25

Table 3: Bicycling Demand Index Factors
Table 4: Bicycling Threat Index Factors

28

Table 5: Top 20 Threat Index Intersections

30

Table 6 Proposed Bicycle Route Network, by Facility Type

38

Table 7 Evaluation criteria for project prioritization

48

50

Table 8 Near-Term, Priority Bikeways: West Bank
Table 9 Near-Term, Priority Bikeways: East Bank

51

Table 10 Paved shoulder recommendations

53

Table 11 High Demand, Challenging Corridors

54

Table 12 Priority Public Bicycle Parking Locations

58

63

Table 13: Complete Streets Policy Elements
Table 14 Recommended Bicycle Parking Space Requirements

76

Table 15 Bicycle Rack Design Recommendations

112

Table 16 Possible Incentive Language for Bicycle Parking

113

Table 17: Summary of Federal Funding Authorization: MAP-21

115

116

Table 18: Federal Funding Programs under MAP-21
Table 19: State and Local Funding Sources

120

Table 20: Past Funding Sources

121

122

Table 21: Parish Funding for Bicycle/Pedestrian Projects
Table 22: Bicycle Boulevards

124

Table 23: Shared lanes (sharrows)

125

FINAL


file:///C:/Users/mrufo/Desktop/JPBMP%20final%20docs/JPBMP%20Final%20Draft%20v2%202014_04_03.docx%23_Toc384307929

State Project No. H.009307 RPC Contract No. SGSBMPJ

The Jefferson Parish Bicycle Master Plan expresses citizens’
vision of a “bicycle friendly” Jefferson Parish and is a
roadmap for how to get there. As defined by the League of
American Bicyclists, a bicycle friendly community “welcomes
cyclists by providing safe accommodation for cycling and
encouraging people to bike for transportation and
recreation.”

Neighborhoods and cities across the U.S. are reinventing
themselves and realizing the immediate benefits of
accommodating and encouraging bicycling. Researchers
have shown that communities with high rates of cycling for
recreation or transportation tend to be healthier, safer, more
prosperous, and more environmentally sound.

A bicycle master plan is a pro-active and purposeful
approach to creating a safer and more convenient place for

people to bike. It addresses parish-wide concerns - rather
than just neighborhood-specific issues — such as meeting

VISION

Jefferson Parish citizens envision a community in which:

April 3,2014

the needs of cyclists in all areas, identifying clear, cross-
Parish routes, and organizing capital projects by priority. The
result is a tool that strategically guides future capital
investments and policies.

The Jefferson Parish Bicycle Master Plan is a product of a
community-guided process facilitated by Jefferson Parish
and the Regional Planning Commission for Jefferson,
Orleans, Plaquemines, St. Bernard, and St. Tammany
Parishes (RPC). Citizens provided input through a variety of
formats to create the plan’s vision and identify priorities.
These included two open public meetings, four workshops,
four Citizens Advisory Committee meetings, a rider survey,
project website, and Facebook page. To help ensure
participation by members and representatives of Jefferson
Parish’s community of native Spanish speakers, officials from
the Catholic Charities Archdiocese of New Orleans and the
city of Kenner Hispanic Resource Center were invited to
attend meetings of the Citizens Advisory Committee.

e Bicycling is a practical, fun, and convenient activity for all ages and abilities

e Everyone can safely and comfortably bicycle for recreation and transportation throughout the Parish

e Levee top multi-use trails are continuous, easy to access, and well-marked

¢ A network of north-south and east-west bicycle facilities connect neighborhoods, existing trails, and community

destinations

e Bicycling connections bridge barriers such as the Mississippi River, canals, railroads and others, enabling cyclists to

directly travel to destinations

e Connections to bikeways and destinations in Orleans, Plaguemines and St. Charles Parishes are frequent and

convenient

e All road users are educated in traffic laws and respect one another’s rights and safety

FINAL 6
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BICYCLING IN JEFFERSON PARISH TODAY

Jefferson Parish roads and trails today offer a wide range of
cycling conditions. The Parish’s greatest strength is the
network of shared-use levee trails that line Lake
Pontchartrain and the Mississippi River on both the East and
West Bank. These trails are frequently used by cyclists
ranging in abilities, and are considered a defining amenity
within the Parish. The Parish’s slow-speed, low-traffic
volume neighborhood streets foster relatively safe and
inviting conditions for cyclists of most abilities. Many
residential neighborhoods bounded by large, arterial roads
feature quiet, tree-lined streets that permit casual riding
over short distances. Outside of the levee trails and local
residential streets, however, high-speed, high-traffic arteries
discourage ridership by most potential cyclists.

As of early 2013, existing Jefferson Parish bikeways
comprised 41.9 miles of trails. These include trails atop the
Lake Pontchartrain, 17th Street Canal, Duncan Canal and
Mississippi River levees, the trail adjacent to the I-10 service
road in Metairie, and the West Bank Expressway trail. The
trails extend throughout the Parish, but do not connect. The
trails are currently closed in some locations due to levee and
pumping station construction, and vary in width, surface
quality and design. As such, they provide a valuable
transportation and recreation amenity, but not a consistent
or connected user experience.

April 3,2014

-~

Residents overwhelmingly cited the levee trails in response
to the Citizen Survey question “which specific Jefferson
Parish streets or trails are BEST for bicycling, and why?”
Respondents mostly referred to a lack of car traffic, scenic
views, and the ability to bike long distances without
stopping. However, others noted that the levee trails are
falling into disrepair and need improvement, particularly in
the areas of access points, signage, and surface
maintenance.

Numerous neighborhood, parish-wide, New Orleans region,
and state transportation plans have addressed bicycling in
Jefferson Parish, and 12.8 miles of additional bikeways are
planned and funded for construction within the next few
years. They include the Bucktown Connector Route, Leo
Kerner Parkway, Power Boulevard multi-use trail extension,
and Gretna Downtown Bike Route,

Citizen feedback combined with demographic and land use
data informed an analysis of where bicycling demand is
strongest throughout the Parish. A similar analysis was
conducted to determine where the most threatening
conditions exist. These two sets of information guided the
long-term bicycle network recommendations.
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IMPLEMENTATION OF GOALS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

Effective upon the adoption of this plan by the Planning
Advisory Board and Jefferson Parish Council, this plan shall
be incorporated as an amendment to the Transportation
Element of the Parish Comprehensive Plan. The support and
effort of the Parish Administration, the Parish Council, and
the citizens of Jefferson Parish are critical to successful
implementation.

Whereas adoption of this plan is the responsibility of the
parish council, implementation of the plan will take many
forms and will be undertaken by a number of entities,
including Parish departments, state agencies, law

The next table lists the priority, near term, on-street
bikeways referred to in Goal 1, Objective 1, their costs and
implementation strategy. These projects were identified as
priorities based on their technical feasibility and on Parish
residents’ interest in creating safe and convenient bicycle
routes between existing trails. The map below illustrates the
locations of these projects.

The Regional Planning Commission and Jefferson Parish will
work together to identify funds for projects in the Jefferson

enforcement, and independent advocacy and education
organizations. The table below summarizes five broad goals
that epitomize citizens’ vision of a bicycle friendly Jefferson
Parish, and details numerous infrastructure, policy and
programmatic objectives that will achieve the goals. The
objectives range from small, affordable policy changes and
programs to implement in the short term, to resource-
intensive, 10- to 20-year capital projects that will require
coordination with multiple public and private stakeholders.
A detailed implementation plan is included in

Parish Master Bike Plan using federal-aid, state and local
sources. Prior to implementation of projects identified in the
plan, the Jefferson Parish engineering and planning
departments will conduct further evaluation and refinement
of projects on a case by case basis for final engineering, land
use and safety. Jefferson Parish will confer with Council
offices and local community organizations prior to
implementation action. The Jefferson Parish Master Bike
Plan is intended to establish sound guidance for a bicycle
friendly Jefferson Parish.

FINAL 8



GOAL 1: A comprehensive bikeway network, in which levee top multi-use trails are continuous, easy to access, and well-

marked, and a network of maintained north-south and east-west bicycle facilities connect neighborhoods, trails, adjacent
parishes and community destinations.
1. Build priority, near term, on-street bikeways to connect levee trails
2. Plan, design and build high demand, challenging-to-implement bikeways
3. Improve bicycle access across the Mississippi River and Harvey Canal
4. Improve safety and comfort at high-volume intersections for cyclists
| 5. Maintain and improve existing trails and on-street bikeways
| GOAL 2: Destination facilities accommeodate cyclist needs throughout the Parish
1. Install bicycle parking at popular public destinations
2. Design, build and maintain trailhead facilities at strategic locations adjacent to popular recreational trails
3.  Amend the Zoning Code to require bicycle parking and support facilities at privately developed commercial, retail,
_ multifamily residential and institutional properties at the time of construction or renovation
4.  Reform parking lot design requirements within the Zoning Code to accommodate cyclists
| GOAL 3: Jefferson Parish planning and engineering policies, procedures and guidelines support the planning, design,
| construction, operation, maintenance and evaluation of bicycle infrastructure and programs
1. Adopt and employ a complete streets policy that ensures that all roadways safely accommodate all road users
2, Adopt and employ the Biéycle Facility Design Guidelines
3. Create a Bicycle & Pedestrian Coordinator position within the Planning Department or Engineering Department
4. Establish and regularly convene a permanent Bicycle Advisory Committee to monitor |mplementat|on of the Master
Plan
GOAL 4: Jefferson Parish educates road users in cycling rights and laws, encourages bicycling, enforces traffic laws, evaluates
petformance, and assures equity
1. Create a public information and education campaign, working with local groups such as Jefferson Chamber, Crescent
 Ciity Cyclists, Bike Easy and shop owners to develop and distribute content and messaging
2. Offer trainings for professional drivers, including delivery drivers, taxi drivers, waste management drivers, emergency
responders and for public employees with access to public vehicles
3. Provide training to law enforcement officers to help improve public safety and enforce existing laws more effectively
4.  Offer bicycle education for children and youth through schools and recreational programming, such as bike rodeos
_ and helmet fit seminars
5. Encourage employers to offer incentives to employees to bike to work
6. Organize “open streets” events in which a street is temporarily closed for exclusive use by non-motorized users
7. Organize Safe Routes to School “Bicycle Trains”
8. Create an easy-to-use website that offers resources for cyclists, such as safety tips and a bike route map
9. Conductindividualized marketing to promote cycling
10. Organize regular bike light campaigns
11. Start a bicyclist ticket diversion program, in which officers give cyclists an opportunity to waive fees for traffic
violations, such as riding in the wrong direction, by attending a bicycling education course
12. Create a bicycle emergency response team
13. Conduct annual counts of “before and after” at locations of bicycle improvements in order to study the change in use,
' car speed and crash numbers, and other strategic locations
| 14. Focus on women, familieS_. minorities and at-risklyouth

GOAL 5: Land use policies encourage development of bicycle friendly neighborhoods
1. Revise the comprehensive zoning ordinance to require and incentivize the installation of appropriate short and long-
term bicycle parking and signage at new developments and major renovations
2. Revise the comprehensive zoning ordinance to reform parking lot design requirements within the Zoning Code to
| accommodate cyclists (Goal 2, Objective 4)
3. Reform subdivision regulations to better accommodate the needs of cyclists
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Bike lane between Westbank Express and Laplco Blvd will require
aroad diet and restriping of the roadway.

Use existing shoulder and add additional pavement on North
side of road; add markings, and signage

Add markings and signage. Intersection treatments may be
required.

Restripe existing shoulder north of US 90 and study opportunity
for conversion to 2 travel lanes with center turn lane and bike
lanes south of US 90 (note: condense curb cuts in industrial
areas; special attention needed at intersection of Destrehan with
on/off-ramp to US 90)

Lane reconfiguration

Construct 10" minimum trail within road ROW along
Segnette/Nicolle Blvd; Add markings and signage on existing
bicycle-friendly route along Jamie Boulevard

Option 1: Reallocate a parking lane; Option 2: eliminate a travel
lane to accommodate bike lanes in each direction. Analysis of
traffic volumes and parking lane usage reveals that either
scenario is feasible. Design decisions should be made in
consultation with the surrounding neighborhood.

Use ROW available along 15th Street corridor from Severn to N.
Causeway; give special attention to the intersection with
Causeway(connect to 16th St); Add markings and signage along
the remainder of the route

Add markings and signage along existing bicycle-friendly route

Lane reconfiguration (AADT 13,000 to 19,000) with opportunity
to add residential parking lane as well

along northern portion (if desired); Direct bicyclists to connect to
Lakefront Trail at Clearview Parkway access

Construct 10" minimum paved trail within road ROW

Add markings and signage from Esplanade Avenue to 33rd
Street; Add markings and signage along existing bicycle-friendly
route along 33rd Street, L Street, and Houma Boulevard (with
special attention to Houma Boulevard crossing of Napoleon Ave,
W Metairie Ave, Airline Drive); Add markings and signage from
Airline Drive to Mississippi River Trail. Bicycle Boulevard along
Houma Blvd may require turning direction of stops signs, and
traffic calming treatments at mayor highway crossings.

Construct 10" minimum paved trail within road ROW (using
existing center median) extending north and south of existing
trail from Esplanade Avenue to Vintage Drive

Construct 10" minimum paved trail along Monticello/17th Street
Canal; Create trail crossing at Jefferson Highway to connect to
Monticello Avenue

FINAL 10
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The Jefferson Parish Bicycle Master Plan expresses citizens’ vision of a “bicycle friendly” Jefferson Parish and is a roadmap for how
to get there. As defined by the League of American Bicyclists, a bicycle friendly community “welcomes cyclists by providing
safe accommodation for cycling and encouraging people to bike for transportation and recreation.”

WHY GO BICYCLE FRIENDLY?

Neighborhoods and cities across the U.S. are reinventing themselves and realizing the immediate benefits of accommodating and
encouraging bicycling. Researchers have shown that communities with high rates of cycling for recreation or transportation tend
to be healthier, safer, more prosperous, and more environmentally sound:

e Communities with higher rates of bicycling enjoy lower rates of diabetes, heart disease, and hypertension.! This benefit is
particularly relevant in the region, which suffers from above average rates of these conditions. The American College of
Sports Medicine ranked Greater New Orleans (including Jefferson Parish) last out of the fifty largest metropolitan
areas in personal health indicators, such as physical activity levels?

e Roads with bike lanes tend to be safer for cyclists® and motorists*

e Communities that promote cycling and increase bikeways see property values increase®, retail sales increase®, and attract
young residents.

e Replacing transportation by automobile with bicycling saves fuel and reduces CO, emissions, improving air quality for
everyone’

" The Alliance for Biking and Walking found that “states with lower bicycling and walking levels on average have higher levels of obesity,
diabetes, hypertension, and asthma. States with higher levels of bicycling and walking also have a greater percentage of adults who meet the
recommended 30-plus minutes of daily physical activity.” Source: “Bicycling and Walking in the United States: 2012 Benchmarking Report.”

2 ACSM American Fitness Index Health and Community Fitness Status of the 50 Largest Metropolitan Areas 2013 Edition. Available at

3 Bike lanes have been found to reduce the rate of cyclist injury by 50%. Teschke, K. et al.. Route Infrastructure and the Risk of Injuries to
Bicyclists: A Case-Crossover Study. American Journal of Public Health: December 2012, Vol. 102, No. 12, pp. 2336-2343

4 A Texas study showed marked bike lanes prevent automobilists seeing cyclists from overcorrecting lane position. Hallett et al. “Evaluation of
On-Street Bicycle Facilities Added to Existing Roadways.” University of Texas at Austin Center for Transportation Research: FHWA/TXDOT-06/0-
5157-1, January 2006.

> Homes within a half mile of the Monon Trail in Indianapolis sell for an average 11 % more than identical homes farther away, creating more
than $140 million in increased property values. Lindsey et al, “Property Values, Recreation Values, and Urban Greenways,” Journal of Park and
Recreation Administration, V22(3) pp.69-90. A similar study found that trails within 50 meters of bike paths in Delaware sold for an average
$8,800 more than similar homes. Racca, David P. and Amardeep Dhanju, “Property Value/Desirability Effects of Bike Paths Adjacent to Residential
Areas,” Center for Applied Demography & Survey Research, College of Human Services, Education, and Public Policy, University of Delaware:
November 2006.

¢ Protected bicycle lanes led to a 49% increase in retail sales at adjacent local businesses in Manhattan New York City Department of
Transportation. Measuring the Street: New Metrics for 215 Century Streets. NYC, 2012.

7 According to Rails-to-Trails Conservancy, “A bicycle commuter who rides five miles to work, four days a week, avoids 2,000 miles of driving a
year—the equivalent of 100 gallons of gasoline saved and 2,000 pounds of CO, emissions avoided. A citizen who in addition lives in a
community that allows him or her to run most errands by bicycling or walking can save about 500 gallons of fuel, or 10,000 pounds of CO2 each
year." Active Transportation for America: The Case for Increased Federal Investment in Bicycling and Walking, Rails-to-Trails Conservancy, 2008: p. 23.
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Furthermore, providing active and affordable transportation and recreation choices is an effective strategy to help residents
contend with increasing gas and health care costs. Bicycle facilities are also much less expensive to construct and maintain than
additional road capacity for automobiles.

With both local and national trends moving rapidly toward bikeable communities, Jefferson Parish can maintain and strengthen
its identity as an amenity-rich, family-friendly community by implementing policies that improve bicycling infrastructure and
programs.

WHY A BICYCLE MASTER PLAN?

A bicycle master plan is a pro-active and purposeful approach to creating a
safer and more convenient place for people to bike. It addresses parish-
wide concerns - rather than just neighborhood-specific issues — such as
meeting the needs of cyclists in all areas, identifying clear, cross-Parish
routes, and organizing capital projects by priority. The result is a tool that
strategically guides future capital investments and policies.

Adoption of an official master plan also makes it easier for the Parish to

obtain state, federal and private grants that can fund bicycle infrastructure projects. By demonstrating that proposed bikeways
and programs have support from residents and key stakeholders, a master plan enhances the competitiveness of grant
applications.

HOW TO USE THIS PLAN

The Master Plan is divided into five chapters and a set of appendixes:
explains what the plan is, why it was created, and how it was made.
describes residents’ vision for a bicycle friendly Jefferson Parish
assesses current bicycling conditions, including strengths and weaknesses of the
bike network, safety concerns, and opportunities to improve conditions. It also summarizes existing Parish plans, programs and

policies and previous funding for bike projects, and compares them to examples of best practices.

details recommended infrastructure, policy and program changes that will transform today’s
cycling environment into the one described in Chapter 2.

offers a timeline, funding sources, responsibilities and benchmarks for executing the Master Plan.

contain comprehensive information referred to throughout the five chapters, including a glossary of terms, full
existing conditions analysis, listing of all public feedback, the bicycle facility design guidelines, and funding sources.

FORMULATING THE PLAN VISION

The Jefferson Parish Bicycle Master Plan is a product of a community-guided process facilitated by Jefferson Parish and the Regional
Planning Commission for Jefferson, Orleans, Plaquemines, St. Bernard, and St. Tammany Parishes (RPC).
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Citizens provided input through a variety of formats to create the plan’s vision and identify priorities. These included:

e A mapping exercise held at the held November <
4,2012; 88' JEFFERSON PARISH
e Two public at which attendees heard an overview

presentation and shared interests and concerns, held at:
o West Bank Regional Library, January 28, 2013
o East Bank Regional Library, January 30, 2013
e Four , at which attendees reviewed draft
bicycle network and design recommendations and provided
feedback on priorities. These occurred at:
o West Bank Regional Library, March 18
o West Jefferson Medical Center, March 21
o Heritage Hall, Kenner, March 25
o EastBank Regional Library, Metairie, March 28
e In October, 2012, the Jefferson Parish Council established a
responsible for advising the Regional
Planning Commission and project team on the identification of bike
routes, priorities and project and program implementation. The
committee, composed of seven Council appointees and other
invited stakeholders, met regularly to inform the plan’s
development and provide feedback on specific recommendations.
e Over 160 individuals completed a designed to gain
community feedback on strengths and weaknesses of bicycling safety and convenience in Jefferson Parish. The survey
was administered at the open houses and on the project website, and linked through electronic newsletters and the
project Facebook page.

e C(itizens also had the opportunity to submit feedback through a , page and

To help ensure participation by members and representatives of Jefferson Parish’s community of native Spanish speakers, officials
from the Catholic Charities Archdiocese of New Orleans and the city of Kenner Hispanic Resource Center attended meetings of the
Citizens Advisory Committee. In addition, the RPC distributed brochure with tips and laws for pedestrians, cyclists and motorists in
Spanish.

Throughout these different forms of participation, the project team sought to learn key community attitudes, interests and
concerns, such as:

e  Where do they already bike?

e  Where do they want to bike?

e What types of bicycling facilities are preferred? (e.g. on-street bike lanes versus off-street trails)

e  Which routes are threatening to ride today?

e  What type of improvements would make them feel more comfortable bicycling?

e Whatis the community’s vision for what Jefferson Parish will look like in the near, medium and long term?

Overall, community input helped identify strengths, challenges and opportunities for improved cycling in Jefferson Parish, and
supplemented objective data such as roadway traffic, locations of bicycle crashes, population densities, and locations of key
destinations. Citizen feedback also helped establish the project vision, the capital project priorities and other recommendations
described in Chapter 4. See for comprehensive input organized by date and format.
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2. VISION OF A BICYCLE FRIENDLY FUTURE

Jefferson Parish citizens envision a community in which:

Bicycling is a practical, fun, and convenient activity for all ages and abilities

Everyone can safely and comfortably bicycle for recreation and transportation throughout
the Parish

Levee top multi-use trails are continuous, easy to access, and well-marked

A network of north-south and east-west bicycle facilities connect neighborhoods,
existing trails, and community destinations

Bicycling connections bridge barriers such as the Mississippi River, canals, railroads and
others, enabling cyclists to directly travel to destinations

Connections to bikeways and destinations in Orleans, Plaquemines and St. Charles
Parishes are frequent and convenient

All road users are educated in traffic laws and respect one another’s rights and safety

JEFFERSON PARISH BICYCLE MASTER PLAN Fnat b



3. BICYCLING IN JEFFERSON PARISH TODAY

Jefferson Parish roads and trails today offer a wide range of cycling conditions. The Parish’s greatest strength is the network of
shared-use levee trails that line Lake Pontchartrain and the Mississippi River on both the East and West Bank. These trails are
frequently used by cyclists ranging in abilities, and are considered a defining amenity within the Parish. The Parish’s slow-speed,
low-traffic volume neighborhood streets foster relatively safe and inviting conditions for cyclists of most abilities. Many
residential neighborhoods bounded by large, arterial roads feature quiet, tree-lined streets that permit casual riding over short
distances. Outside of the levee trails and local residential streets, however, high-speed, high-traffic arteries discourage
ridership by most potential cyclists.

This chapter identifies current strengths, weaknesses, threats and opportunities of Jefferson Parish’s bicycling environment. It
begins with an overview framed by an evaluation of how well the Parish addresses the Five E's: Engineering, Education,
Encouragement, Enforcement, and Evaluation & Planning. Following are an assessment of conditions of the existing bicycle

network, a review of previous bicycling-related plans, a list of upcoming bikeway projects, citizen attitudes toward cycling, list of
dangerous areas for cycling, and review of how Jefferson Parish land use policies impact cycling conditions.

BICYCLISTS ARE TRAFFIC: Cycling Laws in Louisiana
Key provisions of current bicycle use laws and the rights of bicyclists include:

“Every person riding a bicycle upon a highway of this state shall be granted all the rights and shall be subject to all

the duties applicable to the driver of a vehicle. (RS 32:194)

“The operator of a motor vehicle, when overtaking and passing a bicycle proceeding in the same direction on the
roadway, shall exercise due care while the motor vehicle is passing the bicycle and shall leave a safe distance
between the motor vehicle and the bicycle of not less than three feet and shall maintain such clearance until safely
past the overtaken bicycle..” (RS 32:76.1 Colin Goodier Protection Act).

JEFFERSON PARISH BICYCLE MASTER PLAN Fnat K
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OVERVIEW: HOW BICYCLE FRIENDLY IS JEFFERSON PARISH?

In 2008 and again in 2013, in concert with this planning process,
the RPC submitted applications on behalf of Jefferson Parish to the
League of American Bicyclists’ “Bicycle Friendly Community
Program.” The League administers this tool to measure how well a

1M,

community addresses the “Five E's":

Encoutr 1ent, En ement, and Evaluation & Planning, and
communities have an opportunity to see how they compare to
other cities. Those that demonstrate accomplishments in the Five

E's are awarded Platinum, Gold, Silver or Bronze recognition.

The League did not select the Parish for an award, but provided
substantial feedback for achieving BFC status. The League
recommended that the Parish:
e Create a Bicycle and Pedestrian Coordinator position,
e Convene an official Parish Bicycle Advisory Committee,

e Adopt a complete streets policy,
e Expand the bikeway network, and
e Start a Bike Month encouragement campaign.

The full 2013 feedback report is included in /

Continued application to the Bicycle Friendly Community Program following adoption and initial implementation of the Master
Plan will serve as a useful method for tracking the Parish’s progress.
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EXISTING BICYCLE NETWORK

As of early 2013, existing Jefferson Parish bikeways comprised 41.9 miles of trails. These include trails atop the Lake Pontchartrain,
17th Street Canal, Duncan Canal and Mississippi River levees, the trail adjacent to the I-10 service road in Metairie, and the West
Bank Expressway trail. As noted in Table 1 and on

Figure 1 Existing and Planned Bikeways, the trails extend throughout the Parish, but do not connect. The trails are currently
closed in some locations due to levee and pumping station construction, and vary in width, surface quality and design. As such,
they provide a valuable transportation and recreation amenity, but not a consistent or connected user experience.

Residents overwhelmingly cited the levee trails in response to the Citizen Survey question “which specific Jefferson Parish streets
or trails are BEST for bicycling, and why?” Respondents mostly referred to a lack of car traffic, scenic views, and the ability to bike
long distances without stopping. However, others noted that the levee trails are falling into disrepair and need improvement,
particularly in the areas of access points, signage, and surface maintenance.

17th Street Canal

North and South I-10 Service Road Good 9 feet White dashed line
I-10 Service Road to Veterans Memorial Blvd. Poor 4 feet None

Veterans Memorial Boulevard to Rosebud Street Fair 8 feet None

Rosebud Street to Metairie Hammond Hwy Good 10 feet Yellow dashed line
Lake Pontchartrain Levee

Bucktown Harbor to Bonnabel Boulevard Good 10 feet Yellow dashed line
Bonnabel Boulevard to Causeway Temporarily closed

Causeway to Suburban Canal Good 12.5 feet Yellow dashed line
Suburban Canal to EImwood Canal Good 11 Feet Yellow dashed line
Elmwood Canal to Casino Good 12.5 feet Yellow dashed line
Casino to Duncan Pump Station Temporarily closed

Duncan Canal from Pump Station to I-10 Temporarily closed

Mississippi River - East Bank
Monticello Avenue to St. Charles Line Good 10 feet Yellow dashed line
Mississippi River - West Bank

Orleans Parish to Gretna Ferry Terminal Good 12.5 feet Yellow dashed line

Klein St to Oak Avenue Fair 9 feet Yellow dashed line

Oak Avenue to 10th Street Good 10 feet Yellow dashed line

Avondale to Parish St. Charles Line Good 10 feet Yellow dashed line

West Bank Expressway

Stumpf Boulevard to Brown Avenue & Good 12 feet Yellow dashed line and solid white
MacArthur Avenue to Ames Boulevard line (pedestrians)

8 Pavement quality definitions are as follows: Good = Pavement is continuous and smooth with no vertical surface discontinuities greater than
0.5 inches; Fair = Pavement is continuous and smooth with occasional breaks, cracks or vertical surface discontinuities greater than 0.5 inches;
Poor = Pavement is uneven with frequent breaks, cracks or vertical surface discontinuities greater than 0.5 inches
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Figure 1 Existing and Planned Bikeways

April 3,2014
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Disclaimer: The data herein, including but not limited to geographic data, tabular data, analytical data,
electronic data structures or files, are provided “as is" without warranty of any kind, either expressed or
implied, or statutory, including, but not limited to, the implied warranties or merchantability and fitness fora
particular purpose. The entire risk as to the quality and performance of the data is assumed by the user. No
guarantee of accuracy is granted, nor is any responsibility for reliance thereon assumed. In no event shall the
Regional Planning Commission for Jefferson, Orleans, Plaquemines. St. Bernard and St. Tammany Parishes
(RPC) be liable for direct, indirect. incidental, consequential or special damages of any kind, including, but not
limited to, loss of anticipated profits or benefits arising out of use of or reliance on the data. The RPC does not
accept liability for any damages or misrepresentation caused by inaccuracies in the data or as a result of
changes to the data caused by system transfers or other transformations or conversions, nor is there
responsibility assumed to maintain the data in any manner or form. These data have been developed from the
best available sources. Although efforts have been made to ensure that the data are accurate and reliable,
errors and variable conditions originating from physical sources used to develop the data may be reflected in
the data supplied. Users must be aware of these conditions and bear responsibility for the appropriate use of

the information with respect to possible errors, scale, resolution, rectification, positional accuracy,
time period,

LEGEND
9) and climatic conditions and other iati i
specific to these data. The user is responsible for understanding the accuracy limitations of the data provided Extstlng Blkeways
herein. The burden for determining fitness for use lies entirely with the user. The user should refer to the sesmsass PIann ed

accompanying metadata notes for a description of the data and data development procedures. Although

these data have been processed successfully on computers atthe RPC, no guarantee, expressed or implied.
is made by RPC regarding the use of these data on any other system, nor does the act of distribution
constitute or imply any such warranty. Distribution of these data is intended for information purposes and
should not be considered authoritative for navigational, engineering, legal and other site-specific uses.
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PREVIOUS BICYCLE PLANS AND PROPOSED ROUTES

Numerous neighborhood, parish-wide, New Orleans region, and state transportation plans have addressed bicycling in Jefferson
Parish. This section summarizes plans that either discuss bicycling generally and some which have identified specific routes to
establish as bikeways. Figure 2 illustrates routes proposed by some of these plans.

WESTWEGO TO HARVEY CANAL HURRICANE PROTECTION LEVEE:
RECREATIONAL TRAIL CORRIDOR CONCEPT AND DESIGN

RECOMMENDATIONS
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers New Orleans District, 1998

ho. BAYOU SEGNETTI
~STATE PARK~

This study examined the feasibility for a recreational trail corridor
within the right-of-way of the 22-mile hurricane protection levee,
which connects Bayou Segnette State Park and the Barataria Preserve.
The study, developed by the National Park Service for the U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers New Orleans District, notes “significant support for
the concept of developing a trail along the levee corridor” from the
Louisiana Office of State Parks and Jefferson Parish Council. It
recommends schematic designs for access points and trail cross section
alternatives, and cites some of the landownership and liability concerns
that would affect implementation.

- JEAN LAFITTE
NATIONAL HISTORICAL ' /
. PARK'AND PRESERVE
(BARATARIA PRESEAVE UIT)

METAIRIE CBD LAND USE AND TRANSPORTATION PLANNING

. . . PROPOSED TRAIL LOOP CONCEPT- PHASE 3 LEGEND
Jefferson Parish Government, New Orleans Regional Planning e T T T Ea— .
icci b=
Commission, 2001

http://www.norpc.org/assets/pdf-documents/metcbd exsum.pdf

The Metairie CBD Land Use and Transportation Planning Study

examines land use and transportation elements in the heart of the

Metairie retail corridor including: Lakeside Shopping Center, parts of

Fat City, the Causeway office corridor, First Bank Center, and Lakeway Center. The study identifies current conditions and issues,
proposes future development alternatives, and outlines an implementation strategy. The plan suggests investing in “designating
selected local streets as bike routes, with requisite regulatory and directional signage installed.” It identifies two routes, largely on
Edenborn Avenue and Ridgelake Drive that would connect the CBD with the lake trail.

JEFFERSON PARISH COMPREHENSIVE PLAN TRANSPORTATION ELEMENT

Jefferson Parish Government, New Orleans Regional Planning Commission, 2004

The Transportation Element proposed the construction of two bicycling networks — one aimed at recreational riders and the other
at those who ride for transportation. The recreational network proposes separated bicycle trails linking the levee trails to existing
natural areas recreational facilities, including state and parish parks and tourist attractions. The transportation network calls for
numerous on-street bikeways along minor arterial collectors and local streets. Both networks recommend construction of
trailheads throughout the network. The Transportation Element also states the need for additional input from Jefferson Parish,
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RPC and Louisiana Department of Transportation and Development (DOTD) engineering and planning officials. While some of the
recommendations have received funding - the off-street trail connecting the northern terminus of the Power Boulevard walking
path to Lake Pontchartrain levee trail, and the Bucktown Connector Route (see the following section, Planned and Funded
Bikeways, for additional detail) — no others have advanced beyond the stage of the Comprehensive Plan’s adoption.

2005 NEW ORLEANS METROPOLITAN PEDESTRIAN AND BICYCLE PLAN

New Orleans Regional Planning Commission, 2006
http://norpc.org/assets/pdf-documents/studies-and-plans/rpc_metro bike ped.pdf

The Regional Planning Commission plan identified and
assessed the conditions of three East Jefferson on-street routes
of regional significance for traversing the area between the East
Bank levee trails. The majority of the route segments do not
feature any specific bicycling facilities, such as bike lanes or
signage. The plan analyzed each route and rated it as either N
Good

Caution
Poor

/\/ Danger

“Good,” “Caution,” “Poor,” and “Danger” according to traffic
volume and speed, presence of shoulders and pavement
quality. Conditions ranged throughout the routes, and the plan
describes specific locations for safety improvements. Overall
recommendations to the RPC included prioritizing
improvement of the Mississippi River Trail in Orleans and
Jefferson Parishes, considering bicycle boulevards as a

A

0 il 2 Miles N

facility type for future improvements, and prioritizing
pavement repairs on the routes described and others
commonly used by cyclists. Conditions of Central Avenue Corridor South, 2005 New Orleans

Metropolitan Pedestrian and Bicycle Plan

JEFFERSON PARISH THOROUGHFARE PLAN

Jefferson Parish Government, New Orleans Regional Planning Commission, 2006

The Jefferson Parish Thoroughfare Plan is the formal document that Jefferson Parish uses to develop a thoroughfare system to
plan for existing and future transportation needs. The plan reviews the bicycle facilities and proposed routes plan presented in
the Jefferson Parish Comprehensive Plan Transportation Element and includes an implementation matrix that specifies task
descriptions, policy references, initiating entities, and process timeframe.

BUCKTOWN NEIGHBORHOOD PLAN

Jefferson Parish Government, 2007

The Bucktown Neighborhood Plan addresses future redevelopment in the largely residential neighborhood located in the
northeastern corner of the East Bank of Jefferson Parish. Important bicycle and pedestrian objectives of the plan include:
rebuilding a linear Bike/Jogging Path, providing a connection for bicycles and pedestrians over the 17t Street Canal leading to
West End of New Orleans, and exploring the return of a north-south bike/jogging path along the Orpheum/17% Street corridor.
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JEFFERSON EDGE 2020 STRATEGIC IMPLEMENTATION PLAN - FAT CITY REDEVELOPMENT

Jefferson Parish Economic Development Commission, 2009

The Jefferson Edge 2020 Fat City Strategic Implementation Plan establishes a vision of a vibrant, mixed-use neighborhood with a
stable residential base and a pedestrian-oriented core centered on 18" Street. The plan does not specifically address bicycle
transportation, though it does propose streetscape improvements that would present opportunities to install bicycle facilities
such as signage, racks and pavement markings.

LOUISIANA STATEWIDE BICYCLE AND PEDESTRIAN MASTER PLAN

Louisiana Department of Transportation and Development (DOTD), 2009

The Louisiana Statewide Bicycle and Pedestrian Master Plan guides decision-making on accommodating walking and bicycling on
state-owned roads. Though the plan does not make any specific facility recommendations for state roadways in Jefferson Parish,
it established four policies that impact bicycle and pedestrian facilities in roadway design:
1. A "Pedestrian and Bicycle Accommodation Policy,” which provides that DOTD will plan and design roadways that
accommodate walking and bicycling,
2. A “Pedestrian and Bicycle Safety Policy,” which instructs DOTD to make every effort to reduce pedestrian and cyclist
crashes and injuries,
3. A “Pedestrian Facility Policy,” which provides that the Department will plan, fund and design sidewalk on all new
construction or reconstruction projects serving active land uses, and
4. A “Bicycle Facility Policy,” which calls for the Department to provide bikeways “on all projects where feasible and
appropriate.”

An internal complete streets policy adopted by DOTD in 2010 formalized these policies, and DOTD has begun to incorporate
consideration of bicycle accommodations in project procedures.

KENNER 2030: A STRATEGIC PLAN FOR A PROSPEROUS FUTURE
City of Kenner, 2011

This economic development plan’s vision statement mentions a “network of bike paths” that connects Kenner neighborhoods. It
recommends the City “Improve connectivity to the existing bicycle paths along the Riverfront and Lakefront through improved
signage and new bicycle facilities (e.g. bicycle lanes, ramps) that intersect with the existing paths.” The plan also makes specific
recommendations on participating in the Jefferson Parish Bicycle Master Plan project in order to identify bicycle-based capital
improvement. While the plan does not recommend treatments for any specific roadway, it does propose making streetscape
improvements to key roadways serving Louis Armstrong International Airport, which could include “bike lanes where
appropriate.” These roadways are Airline Highway, Williams Boulevard, Veterans Memorial Boulevard, Aberdeen Street and
Loyola Drive.
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Table 2 Summary of Previous Bicycle Plans

Plan/Study Name

(from state to
neighborhood level)

Managing Agency

Main Focus with regards to Bicycle Issues

April 3,2014
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Louisiana Statewide Louisiana Presents three policy areas (Pedestrian and Bicycle 2009
Bicycle and Pedestrian Department of Accommodation, Pedestrian and Bicycle Safety, and Bicycle
Master Plan Transportation and Facility) that address bicycle transportation and makes specific

Development program recommendations based on those policies
2005 New Orleans Regional Planning Survey of existing conditions, framework for evaluation of future 2006
Metropolitan Pedestrian ~ Commission policies, examines existing polices and best practices, addresses
and Bicycle Plan desired direction of future policy initiatives
Jefferson Parish Jefferson Parish Sets goals and policy objectives for bicycle transportation in 2004
Comprehensive Plan Government, New Jefferson Parish; includes recommendations for bicycle facilities,
Transportation Element Orleans Regional pedestrian nodes and linkages, and a network of bicycle paths

Planning and routes

Commission
Jefferson Parish Jefferson Parish Review of bicycle transportation plans from Jefferson Parish 2006
Thoroughfare Plan Government, Comprehensive Plan Transportation Element, summary of public

Regional Planning input on bicycle transportation in parish

Commission
Kenner 2030: A Strategic  City Of Kenner Vision statement includes network of bike paths in 2011
Plan for a Prosperous neighborhoods; Plan encourages participation in Jefferson Parish
Future Bicycle Master Plan and improving connectivity between

Riverfront and Lakefront bicycle paths.

Metairie CBD Land Use Jefferson Parish Examines land use and transportation in Metairie CBD; make 2001
and Transportation Plan Government, recommendations on bike path routes, streetscape

Regional Planning improvements, and bicycle facilities at transit stops

Commission
Jefferson Edge 2020 Jefferson Parish Neighborhood revitalization plan with pedestrian oriented core 2009
Strategic Implementation  Economic centered on 18" Street. Possibility for bicycle facilities as part of
Plan - Fat City Development streetscape improvements
Redevelopment Commission (JEDCO)
Bucktown Neighborhood  Jefferson Parish Neighborhood redevelopment plan that proposes connected 2007
Plan Government bike paths and routes that traverse the neighborhood and allow

for crossing the 17t Street Canal
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Figure 2 Previously Proposed Routes
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Disclaimer. The data herein, including but not imited to geographic data, tabular data, analytical data,
electronic data structures or files, are provided "as is" without warranty of any kind, either expressed or
implied, or statutory, including, but not limited to, the implied warranties or merchantabiity and fitness fora
particular purpose. The entire risk as to the quality and performance of the data is assumed by the user. No
guarantee of accuracy is granted, nor is any respansibility for refiance thereon assumed. In no event shall the
Regional Planning Commission for Jefferson, Orleans, Plaquemines. St Bernard and St. Tammany Parishes
(RPC) be liable for direct. indirect, incidental, consequential or special damages of any kind, including, but not
limited to, loss of anticipated profits or benefits arising out of use of or reiance on the data. The RPC does not
accept liability for any damages or misrepresentation caused by inaccuracies in the data or as a result of
changes to the data caused by system transfers or other transformations or conversions, nor is there
responsibility a: ied to maintain the data in any manner or form. These data have been developed from the
best available sources. Although efforts have been made to ensure that the data are accurate and reliable,
errors and variable conditions originating from physical sources used o develop the dats may be reflected in
the data supplied. Users must be aware of these conditions and bear responsibility for the appropriate use of
the information with respect to possible errors, scale, resolution, rectification, positional accuracy,

gy. time period, and climatic conditions and other circumstances
spectfic to these data. The user is responsible for understanding the accuracy limitations of the data provided
herein. The burden for determining fitness for use lies entirely with the user. The user should refer to the
accompanying metadata notes for a descripion of the data and data development procedures. Although
these data have been processed successfully on computers at the RPC. no guarantee, expressed or implied.
is made by RPC regarding the use of these data on any other system, nor does the act of distribution
constitute or imply any such warranty. Distribution of these data is intended for information purposes and
should not be considered authoritative for navigational, engineering, legal and other site-specific uses,
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PLANNED AND FUNDED BIKEWAYS

12.8 miles of additional bikeways are planned and funded for construction within the next few years. They are:

BUCKTOWN CONNECTOR ROUTE, METAIRIE SHARED LANE

This project will install shared lane markings and signage from Metairie Hammond Highway to Metairie Road via Seminole,
Papworth, Carrollton and Orpheum Avenues. A federal Recreational Trails grant obtained by Jefferson Parish is funding most of
the project. It includes an upgrade of the signal at the intersection of Orpheum Ave. and Metairie Hammond Highway Bridge.

LEO KERNER PARKWAY, ESTELLE BIKE LANES

In January 2013 the Jefferson Parish Council passed a resolution authorizing the Parish to enter into a cooperative endeavor
agreement with the State to utilize $65,000 in State Capital Outlay funding to construct bicycle lanes on Leo Kerner Parkway. The
project would install signage and marked bike lanes on existing shoulders from Barataria Boulevard to the Parc Des Familles
entrance.

POWER BOULEVARD TO LAKE PONTCHARTRAIN, NORTH KENNER MULTI-USE TRAIL EXTENSION

The City of Kenner is currently planning to use $89,300 in awarded Recreational Trails Program funds to build an extension of the
Power Boulevard multi-use trail rom Vintage Drive, parallel to Erlanger Road, to the access path on the Lake Pontchartrain levee
trail.

GRETNA DOWNTOWN BIKE ROUTE SHARED LANE

The City of Gretna will install shared lane markings and signage to connect the Mississippi River levee trail at the Gretna Ferry
Terminal to the southern boundary of the city via Huey P. Long Avenue, Gretna Boulevard., Willow Drive, and 5% Street. The
project will be funded by a grant from the federal Recreational Trails program.

WHERE DO JEFFERSON PARISH RESIDENTS WANT TO RIDE?

To inform recommendations for placement of future bikeways, this plan considers two types of demand for improved cycling
conditions: existing demand and latent demand. Existing demand is the number of people who bike and the number of bicycling
trips made. Latent demand is the number of people who would ride and trips that would occur if the supply of safe and
convenient cycling conditions increased. In the absence of comprehensive counts of current bicycling rates, the project team
developed a model to identify locations of the highest existing and latent demand based on an analysis of land uses,
demographics and transit usage. The following indicators were considered:

e Community feedback

e Locations of households without a vehicle

e Population density

e Locations of destinations including public facilities, shopping centers, and connections to adjacent parishes

e Locations of key connectors across Parish lines and water boundaries (e.g. the 4*" Street Bridge, Metairie Road)
o Jefferson Transit bike rack usage and hubs

Each of these criteria were weighted and compiled to create a “demand index” — a summary illustration of where Jefferson Parish
residents already ride, want to ride, and will ride, if given a safe place to do so (Figure 3). The results indicate strong demand along
the Airline Highway, Jefferson Highway and Veterans Memorial Boulevard corridors on the East Bank, and along Manhattan
Boulevard on the West Bank. Concentrated demand is located in Fat City, Gretna, Westwego and Terrytown. Maps showing the
individual factors described above are available in
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Each census block is scored based on level of cycling demand. Factors considered were population density, percentage of

households without a vehicle, destinations, and bike rack usage on transit lines.

Value Weight
% Households without a vehicle
No data 0
0-49 5 5
5-12 10
12-40.9 15
Destinations per census block
No data 0
1 5 6
2 10
>2 15
Total bicycle rack usage by transit
line (Jan.-Sept. 2012)
No data 0
90 - 600 5 4
601 -3500 10
3501 - 4686 15
People per acre
<1 0
1-10 1
10.1-20 5 7
20.1-40 10
>40 15

Source

2007-2011
American
Community
Survey

Jefferson Parish
GIS; LDOE; LDHH

Jefferson Transit

U.S. 2010 Census

For each census block in Jefferson Parish, Values for all criteria were weighted and summed to create a composite score.

Demand Composite Score = ([Class_PopAcres]*7) + ([Class_Dest]*6)+([Class_NoVeh]*5)+ ([Class_Transit]*4)

The resulting demand index was classified as follows:

No Demand
Low

High

(0)
(1-62)
(63-92)
(93-115)
(116-135)
(136 - 160)
(161-190)
(191-270)

FINAL

25
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Figure 3 Bicycling Demand Index
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