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ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT STRATEGIES IN THE REGION 
 
Prosperity NOLA 
By: New Orleans Business Alliance 
Publish Date: June 10, 2013 
http://nolaba.org/prosperitynola/ 
Summary: An economic development strategy for the City of New Orleans 
ProsperityNOLA is a living, actionable plan, created through months of data-
driven planning, that will foster Mayor Landrieuôs vision of a diverse, sustainable 
and prosperous economy for all citizens. 
 
 

 
Jefferson Edge 20/20 Focus on Our Future 
By: Jefferson Parish Economic Development Commission (JEDCO) 
Publish Date: first completed in 2007 with periodic updates 
http://www.jedco.org/the-jefferson-edge/ 
Summary: Building on the EDGE2010 plan, JEDCO, the Jefferson Edge 20/20 
broadened the scope of economic development initiatives to address quality of 
life issues. The consensus of parish leaders was clear ï quality of life is a critical 
and driving factor in the future prosperity of the parish. The report contains an 
assessment of what can be done to address these concerns, the primary 
observations, thoughts and objectives recorded at a forum sponsored by JEDCO 
on June 7, 2007 to address these issues. The discussion of panel focused on 
three priority areas: leadership, quality of life, and economic development. 

 
Kenner 2030: Strategic Plan for a Prosperous Future 
By: City of Kenner (Prepared by GCR & Associates) 
Publish Date: Prior to 2013 
https://www.kenner.la.us/pages/section_2_301.asp 
Summary: A strategic plan reviewing the current demographic trends and 
results of a survey of residents, an assessment of where the community wants 
to go and action items for getting there.  

http://nolaba.org/prosperitynola/
http://www.jedco.org/the-jefferson-edge/
https://www.kenner.la.us/pages/section_2_301.asp
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CEDS FOR BORDERING REGIONS 
 

CEDS for the Capital Region Planning District (Baton Rouge) 
By: Capital Region Planning Commission (CRPC) 
Publish Date: 2012 
http://crpc-la.org/crpc_new/economicdev.html 
Summary: This is the Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy (CEDS) for the  

Baton Rouge area which borders the New Orleans region. CRPCôs economic 
development district includes Tangipahoa Parish which receives transportation planning 
services from the New Orleans Regional Planning Commission.  

 
 
 
CEDS for the Houma Thibodaux Metro 
By: South Central Planning & Development Commission (SCPDC) 
Publish Date: 2012 
http://www.scpdc.org/?p=2159  
Summary: This is the Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy (CEDS) for the 
Houma-Thibodaux area which borders the New Orleans region.  the SCPDCôs 
economic development district includes St. James and St John Parishes which receive 
transportation planning services from the New Orleans Regional Planning Commission. 
 
 
 
 

 
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT ANALYSIS IN THE REGION 

 
Boom without Bust: Super Regional Context 
By: Center for Planning Excellence (CPEX) 
Publish Date July 2014 
http://connect.cpex.org/ 
Summary: For much of the past year, local, regional and national news sources have 

featured headlines heralding the onset of an energy boom in Louisiana. The location of 
many of these industrial expansions along the river in relatively rural areas between the 
two major metropolitan areas reinforces the relevance of a super regional (New 
Orleans-Baton Rouge-Houma-Thibodaux) approach.  Louisiana needs new 
opportunities for disenfranchised workers enabling the  super region to seize 
opportunity, while avoiding negative impacts. 

 
The Transformative Possibility of the New ñEnergy Boomò in Southeast Louisiana 
By: Greater New Orleans Community Data Center (GNOCDC) 
Publish Date: January 30, 2014 
http://www.gnocdc.org/NewEnergyBoominSoutheastLouisiana/index.html 

Summary: A massive petrochemical and 
manufacturing expansion is underway in Southeast 
Louisiana. An analysis of projected job openings, 
taking into account new job creation as well as 
openings due to anticipated retirement of baby 
boomers, reveals there will be more than 42,000 job 
openings created between 2013 and 2020. This 
provides Southeast Louisiana with an unparalleled 

opportunity to scale up our regional skill set. The new "energy boom" can catalyze the development of 
systems and solutions that nurture home grown talent on a broad scale.  
 

http://crpc-la.org/crpc_new/economicdev.html
http://www.scpdc.org/?p=2159
http://connect.cpex.org/
http://www.gnocdc.org/NewEnergyBoominSoutheastLouisiana/index.html
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ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT ANALYSIS IN THE REGION Continued 
 
Closing the Loop on University-Industry Collaboration for Innovation 
By: Eva Klein & Associates, Commissioned by the Regional Planning Commission 
Publish Date:  May 2013 
http://www.norpc.org/assets/pdf-documents/studies-and-
plans/Closing_the_Loop_Report_FINAL_EKA_5-1-13.pdf 
Summary: An initiative that lead to recommendations for specific strategies to for 

dynamically strengthening the regional innovation eco-system in New Orleans. The 
initiative produced a University Asset-Inventory to make innovation assets at area 
universities more accessible to industry (by categorized information into a searchable 
database). It also explored how to strengthen innovation in three particular industries: 

BioSciences, Coastal Stabilization and Water Management, and Advanced Manufacturing/STEM Education.  
 
The initiativeôs largest recommendation was to form the New Orleans Regional Innovation Alliance (NORIA) a 
consortium of higher education, industry and economic development organizations established to carry out or 
coordinate collaborative functions in industries of interest  - it is a permanent, systematic, and staffed structure 
through which to facilitate any number of ongoing or one-time initiatives that, collectively, advance several key 
economic development and workforce outcomes. 

 
Targeting Quality Jobs for In Demand Occupations 
By: Greater New Orleans Community Data Center (GNOCDC) and Wider 
Opportunities for Women (WOW) commissioned by The Regional Planning 
Commission (together with funding from University of New Orleans) 
Publish Date: February 2013 
Summary: A series of analysis starting with the establishment of a ñliving wageò 
standard called Basic Economic Security Tables (BEST) customizable by parish 
and household makeup, identification of occupations that pay those BEST wages, 
analysis of occupational training programs by WIBS, an analysis of BEST-paying 
occupations within industry clusters, and a short summary of opportunities for 

career ladders etc.by industry clusters to identify opportunities for workers to reach or attain BEST-
wage paying occupations. 
 

Economic Ties across Southeast Louisiana  
Preliminary findings from commuter data 
By: Greater New Orleans Community Data Center 
Publish Date: April 9, 2012 
http://www.gnocdc.org/EconomicTiesAcrossSoutheastLouisiana/index.html 
Summary:  Nearly 68,000 workers commuted between the New Orleans metro and its 

neighboring metros of Baton Rouge and HoumaïThibodaux in 2010 ð an 11 percent 
increase since 2004 despite a substantial loss of jobs and population in 
New Orleans postïKatrina. This new Census Bureau data indicates 
increasing economic connections, a shared work force, and the potential 
for teaming up on economic development across three Southeast 
Louisiana metros. Other ñsuper regionsò offer examples for how the New 
Orleans, Baton Rouge, and Houma metros could work together. 

 
Southeast Louisiana has received high marks for economic performance 
recently, but projected job growth lags other robust southern regions. And 

relative sea level rise is rapidly increasing flood risk. Working together, New Orleans, Baton Rouge, and Houmaï
Thibodaux can address these challenges by leveraging complementary industries to bolster legacy industries and 
diversify into emerging industries. At the heart of all three economies are sophisticated heavy construction, 
engineering and scientific consulting, and water transportationðexpertise that can be leveraged for reducing flood 
risk here and around the world, thereby transforming our Southeast Louisiana economy. 

 
  

http://www.norpc.org/assets/pdf-documents/studies-and-plans/Closing_the_Loop_Report_FINAL_EKA_5-1-13.pdf
http://www.norpc.org/assets/pdf-documents/studies-and-plans/Closing_the_Loop_Report_FINAL_EKA_5-1-13.pdf
http://www.gnocdc.org/EconomicTiesAcrossSoutheastLouisiana/index.html
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ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT ANALYSIS IN THE REGION Continued 
 

Economic Timeline 
Selected Historical Events that Shaped the New Orleans Economy, 1700-2010 
By: Richard Campanella Tulane University Center for Bioenvironmental Research, 
via the Greater New Orleans Data Center 
Publish Date: August 4, 2010 
http://www.gnocdc.org/EconomicTimeLine/index.html 
Summary: New Orleans, like most cities, exists because of its economic function, which is 
tied to its strategic position between the Mississippi River and the Gulf of Mexico. River traffic 
has always been crucial to New Orleansô economy, and ultimately to the nation, as the 
Mississippi connects the richest valley on Earth with trading partners abroad. Innovations 
such as steamboats and jetties increased river traffic over time, while technological 
breakthroughs such as the cotton gin, sugar granulation, and refrigeration increased cargo 
flowing through the port. Higher education became an important economic driver for New 
Orleans in 1834 when the institution that later became Tulane University was foundedïlater to 

be joined by other prestigious universities and colleges. Tourism, a natural beneficiary of river and later railroad 
traffic, was actively promoted as early as 1884. The discovery of oil at the turn of the 20th century further 
diversified New Orleansô economy. Even today, the main drivers of the regional economy derive from the 
geographical assets associated with New Orleansô original strategic advantage. 

 
Plaquemines Parish: Summary Impact of Military Spending in Plaquemines 
Parish 
By: The Roosevelt Group commissioned by Louisiana Economic Development (LED) 
Publish Date: November 2013 
Summary: A portion of the full Military impact analysis described in the state-level 
analysis section with a focus on the impacts for Plaquemines Parish specifically 
looking at the Naval Air Station Joint Reserve Base (NAS JRB) New Orleans (Belle 
Chasse). NAS JRB supports three Naval Air Reserve Squadrons, three Marine 
Forces Reserve units, a Coast Guard Air Station, a Louisiana National Guard fighter 
wing, a Fleet Readiness Center, a Navy Reserve Operational Support Center, and 

other support units. 
 

Neighborhood Growth Rates: Growth continues through 2014 in 
New Orleans neighborhoods 
By: The Data Center 
Publish Date: August 6, 2014 
http://www.datacenterresearch.org/reports_analysis/neighborhood-
growth-rates-growth-continues-through-2014-in-new-orleans-
neighborhoods/ 

Summary: The Data Center conducts an annual analysis of data 

from Valassis Inc. on households receiving mail. This data shows 

not only how much neighborhoods have recovered since Katrina, 

but it also shows where the most growth has happened in the last 

few years. From 2010 to 2013, increases in New Orleans 

households receiving mail mirrored increases in Census Bureau 

population estimates at about 10 percent. Households receiving 

mail grew another 1.2 percent between 2013 and 2014, with growth 

occurring across the vast majority of New Orleans neighborhoods. 

 
 

  

http://www.gnocdc.org/EconomicTimeLine/index.html
http://www.datacenterresearch.org/reports_analysis/neighborhood-growth-rates-growth-continues-through-2014-in-new-orleans-neighborhoods/
http://www.datacenterresearch.org/reports_analysis/neighborhood-growth-rates-growth-continues-through-2014-in-new-orleans-neighborhoods/
http://www.datacenterresearch.org/reports_analysis/neighborhood-growth-rates-growth-continues-through-2014-in-new-orleans-neighborhoods/
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INDUSTRY SPECIFIC PUBLICATIONS 
 

The Energy Sector: Still a Giant Economic Engine for The Louisiana 
Economy 
By: Louisiana Mid-Continent Oil & Gas Association (LMOGA)  

& Grow Louisiana Coalition  
Date: July 2014 

1. www.growlouisianacoalition.com/blog/wp.../07/Loren-Scott-Study.pdf 

Summary: This study is an update of a study done for Mid-Continent Oil and Gas in 

1996, and updated in 2002, 2007 and 2010 entitled, ñThe Energy Sector: A Giant 
Economic Engine for the Louisiana Economy.ò The report contains a review of the 
impact of the extraction, refining, and pipeline industries can be summarized in a series 
o bullet points.  

 
 

2013 New Orleans Cultural Economy Snapshot 
By: City of New Orleans 
Publish Date: May 2014 
http://www.nola.gov/getattachment/Cultural-Economy/2013-CE-Snapshot-
Electronic.pdf/?utm_source=MAYOR+LANDRIEU+RELEASES+REPORT+ON+
CULTURAL+ECONOMY&utm_campaign=New+Orleans+Agenda&utm_medium
=email 
Summary: The 4th update to a quantitative analysis of all aspects of the cultural 
economy. Compares to 2010 data and earlier and is a tool to better understand 
the size, composition, and value of the cultural economy of the City of New 
Orleans. Reviews the economic contributions of the cultural economy, features 

the entertainment industry, festivals & events, design, and visual arts & crafts. 
 
Attracting And Retaining Women in Oil & Gas engineering: A Survey 
examining the gender talent gap 
By: NES Global Talent 
Publish Date: March 2014 
http://www.nesglobaltalent.com/sites/default/files/images/women-in-
engineering-report-single_final.pdf 
 
Summary: Based on a survey conducted to find out more about women 
working in the oil and gas industry, their career path and the challenges and 
opportunities of working in the sector, in a bid to help highlight what the 
industry could be doing to attract and retain female employees. 
 
 
 
 Powering Advanced Industries: State by State 
Brookings Advanced Industries Series 
By: The Brookings Institution  
Publish Date: February 2014 
http://www.brookings.edu/research/reports/2014/02/19-advanced-industries-
state-by-state-muro-fikri-andes 
Summary: The state of Coloradoðas part of the Colorado Blueprint economic 
planning processðcommenced a systematic search for a strategy to advance 
its formidable aerospace industry in the summer of 2012. Likewise, in 2013, 
the state of Tennessee executed a similar exercise focused on its signature 
auto manufacturing industry. In both cases, a focused state sensed disruptive  
change in the air and sought to defend and expand a critical industry, so as to  

http://www.growlouisianacoalition.com/blog/wp.../07/Loren-Scott-Study.pdf
http://www.nola.gov/getattachment/Cultural-Economy/2013-CE-Snapshot-Electronic.pdf/?utm_source=MAYOR+LANDRIEU+RELEASES+REPORT+ON+CULTURAL+ECONOMY&utm_campaign=New+Orleans+Agenda&utm_medium=email
http://www.nola.gov/getattachment/Cultural-Economy/2013-CE-Snapshot-Electronic.pdf/?utm_source=MAYOR+LANDRIEU+RELEASES+REPORT+ON+CULTURAL+ECONOMY&utm_campaign=New+Orleans+Agenda&utm_medium=email
http://www.nola.gov/getattachment/Cultural-Economy/2013-CE-Snapshot-Electronic.pdf/?utm_source=MAYOR+LANDRIEU+RELEASES+REPORT+ON+CULTURAL+ECONOMY&utm_campaign=New+Orleans+Agenda&utm_medium=email
http://www.nola.gov/getattachment/Cultural-Economy/2013-CE-Snapshot-Electronic.pdf/?utm_source=MAYOR+LANDRIEU+RELEASES+REPORT+ON+CULTURAL+ECONOMY&utm_campaign=New+Orleans+Agenda&utm_medium=email
http://www.nesglobaltalent.com/sites/default/files/images/women-in-engineering-report-single_final.pdf
http://www.nesglobaltalent.com/sites/default/files/images/women-in-engineering-report-single_final.pdf
http://www.brookings.edu/research/reports/2014/02/19-advanced-industries-state-by-state-muro-fikri-andes
http://www.brookings.edu/research/reports/2014/02/19-advanced-industries-state-by-state-muro-fikri-andes
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INDUSTRY SPECIFIC PUBLICATIONS Continued 

grow more and better jobs during a pivotal decade. In doing so, Colorado and Tennessee have stepped 
forward as leaders. In parallel, they have acted on their own to renew the nationôs strategic economic 
base from the "bottom up": state by state and region by region. Together, these and other efforts to 
expand Americaôs advanced industries point to an important new priority for economic discussion, 
research, and work to renew the nationôs economy in support of broad-based prosperity. 
  

Recreating Destinations: Rebuilding the Tourism Industry after Disaster 
By: International Economic Development Council (IEDC) 
Publish Date: August 2013 
http://restoreyoureconomy.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/08/IEDC-Rebuilding-
Tourism-Report-Final.pdf 
Summary: A white paper intended to guide economic developers in the recovery of the 
local tourism industry after a disaster. Because each disaster and its impact are unique, 
the paper is organized into sections that allow readers to find guidance based on their 
particular communitiesô needs. Throughout the paper are sample announcements and 
examples of tourism industry recovery strategies that various communities have 
implemented. 
 

 

Wildlife Tourism and the Gulf Coast Economy 
By: Datu data for the big picture, funded by Environmental Defense Fund 
Publish Date: July 9, 2013 
http://www.daturesearch.com/wp-
content/uploads/WildlifeTourismReport_FINAL.pdf 
Summary: This report concludes that wildlife tourism is extremely valuable to the Gulf 
Coast economy and relies heavily on the health of the endangered Gulf Coast 
ecosystem in the five states of Louisiana, Florida, Texas, Alabama and Mississippi. 
Wildlife tourism includes recreational fishing, hunting and wildlife watching. 
  
 

 
Developing Coastal Tourism as an Economic Driver 
Strategies & Recommendations for éTexas 
By: International Economic Development Council (IEDC)  
with funding from EDA 
Publish Date: October 2011 
http://restoreyoureconomy.org/wp-
content/uploads/2012/10/IEDC_CoastalTourism_FINAL.pdf 
Summary: This report provides recommendations and strategies to four 
counties in southeast Texas that have been impacted by Hurricane Ike. The 
goal of this technical assistance is in revitalizing the tourism industry. Counties 
covered by the technical assistance include Matagorda, Brazoria, Galveston 

and Chambers. This report provides an overview of key opportunities and challenges, and offers key 
action steps the community should consider to further develop the regional coastal tourism industry. 
IEDC worked in partnership with the Houston-Galveston Area Council (H-GAC) for this project. 
 
 
  

http://restoreyoureconomy.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/08/IEDC-Rebuilding-Tourism-Report-Final.pdf
http://restoreyoureconomy.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/08/IEDC-Rebuilding-Tourism-Report-Final.pdf
http://www.daturesearch.com/wp-content/uploads/WildlifeTourismReport_FINAL.pdf
http://www.daturesearch.com/wp-content/uploads/WildlifeTourismReport_FINAL.pdf
http://www.edf.org/sites/default/files/LA_Datu_One-Pager_Expenditures.pdf
http://www.edf.org/sites/default/files/FL_Datu_One-Pager_Expenditures.pdf
http://www.edf.org/sites/default/files/TX_Datu_One-Pager_Expenditures.pdf
http://www.edf.org/sites/default/files/AL_Datu_One-Pager_Expenditures.pdf
http://www.edf.org/sites/default/files/MS_Datu_One-Pager_Expenditures.pdf
http://restoreyoureconomy.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/10/IEDC_CoastalTourism_FINAL.pdf
http://restoreyoureconomy.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/10/IEDC_CoastalTourism_FINAL.pdf
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WORKFORCE DEVELOMENT 
 

Coastal Restoration Occupational Report 
By: Region One Workforce Investment Board Partnership 
Publish Date 2013 
Summary: There are 16 occupations across 8 occupational groupings in the Coastal 
Restoration industry cluster work anticipated according to the Gulf Coast Job Creation 
and Workforce Development Report prepared by SSA Consultants for Oxfam in 2012. 
This report consists of a review of the current (pre-coastal restoration projects) expected 
demand for those occupations that will be drawn upon and impacted once the proposed 
13 Coastal Restoration projects begin. It is additionally important to note the crossover 
of some listed occupations with the Construction industry; an industry that is also 
expected to experience a significant increase in demand during the 2013-2018 time 
period. This report includes a section on the crossover effect between Coastal 

Restoration and the impending Construction Boom. 
 

Recognizing the Underutilized Economic Potential of Black Men in New 
Orleans 
By: the Lindy Boggs National Center for Community Literacy 
Publish Date: June 14, 2013 
http://www.issuelab.org/resource/recognizing_the_underutilized_economic_po
tential_of_black_men_in_new_orleans 
Summary: Supported by employment and education data, the authors make the 
case that training and recruiting African-American men in New Orleans for jobs in the 
regional petrochemical and construction industries would have benefits for a "triple 
bottom line" -- reducing chronic unemployment, reducing crime rates, and increasing 
the local tax base -- as well as meeting the employers' pressing workforce needs. 
 
 

Strengthening Our Workforce from Within 
Adult educationôs role in furthering economic growth in Greater New Orleans 
By: Greater New Orleans Community Data Center 
Publish Date: January 9, 2013 
http://www.gnocdc.org/StrengtheningOurWorkforce/index.html 
Summary: Todayôs workers need strong abilities in reading, writing, numeracy, and 
computers if they are to adapt to rapidly evolving industries. Yet 27 percent of New 

Orleansô workforce may lack these literacy skillsða rate higher than 
the U.S. and many other cities. Workforce development is the next 
logical priority in our efforts to develop a robust economy that can 
compete with the likes of Raleigh, NC and Houston, TX. Creating an 
effective workforce development system will require high level 
leadership and a sustained commitment from economic development 
organizations, employers, educators, trainers, support service 
organizations, and Workforce Investment Boards. 

 
  

http://www.issuelab.org/resource/recognizing_the_underutilized_economic_potential_of_black_men_in_new_orleans
http://www.issuelab.org/resource/recognizing_the_underutilized_economic_potential_of_black_men_in_new_orleans
http://www.gnocdc.org/StrengtheningOurWorkforce/index.html
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WORKFORCE DEVELOMENT Continued 
 
Making the Case to Prepare Highly Skilled Workers for the Global 
Economy 
By: Louisiana Association of Business and Industry (LABI) 
Publish Date: Jan 2014 
http://labi.org/labi/labi-news/labi-releases-workforce-position-paper-and-
announces-panelists-for-labis-annual-meeting-discussion 
Summary: It outlines LABIôs goals to create a highly skilled Louisiana workforce 
in order to compete in a global economy. The ñCompeting in a Global Economyò 
discussion forum brought together workforce leaders to discuss the economic 
growth on Louisianaôs horizon and the stateôs need for skilled workers. 
LLouisiana is preparing for significant economic growth, and a skilled workforce 
is the top need and priority to realize this growth. The call for a 21st century 
workforce ï ready to meet the challenges and opportunities of the global 

economyðis universal and deafening in Louisianaôs business community. 
 

Re-Imagining Workforce Development 
By: Southern Growth Policies Boardôs 2013 Report on the Future of the South 
Publish Date: September 2013 
http://www.dra.gov/initiatives/delta-workforce.aspx 
Summary: As Delta communities continue into the 21st century's global economy, one 
thing is clear: the most important asset to a community in order to attract business 
investment, create jobs for its residents, and achieve economic growth is a skilled and 
trained workforce. Recognizing this reality, the DRA has launched its Reimagining the Delta 
Workforce initiative on the heels of a report--Reimagining Workforce Development--
identifying the challenges and opportunities for training a skilled workforce in the Delta 
region. Through an investment of $1.7 million into a technical assistance and capacity 
building program for communities and eight state-specific summits held across the region, 

the DRA is helping to bring leadership from government, business & industry, education to take real steps 
towards building a pipeline of skilled workers to meet the demand of the globally competitive labor market. 
 

 
Who Lives in New Orleans and the Metro Area Now? 
By: Greater New Orleans Community Data Center 
Publish Date: September 26, 2013 
http://www.gnocdc.org/Demographics/index.html 
Summary: This brief examines 2012 demographic data recently released by the U.S. 
Census Bureau and identifies important trends in metro area parishes. Included are 
data on race and ethnicity, age, educational attainment, poverty, income, children, 
access to vehicles, the foreignïborn population, geographic mobility, homeownership, 
homeowners with a mortgage, housing costs and affordability, and singleïperson 
households. 

 
Labor Market Information: Regional Sector Based Profiles 
By: Louisiana Workforce Commission (LWC) 
http://www.laworks.net/LaborMarketInfo/LMI_LaStudies.asp 
Publish Date: Fall 2013 
Summary: Provides Employment and Wage trends for various sectors (e.g. construction, healthcare, 
accommodation and food service, retail) by regions of the state. 

  

http://labi.org/labi/labi-news/labi-releases-workforce-position-paper-and-announces-panelists-for-labis-annual-meeting-discussion
http://labi.org/labi/labi-news/labi-releases-workforce-position-paper-and-announces-panelists-for-labis-annual-meeting-discussion
http://www.dra.gov/initiatives/delta-workforce.aspx
http://www.dra.gov/!userfiles/editor/docs/RWD_FINAL_8%2029_14.pdf
http://www.gnocdc.org/Demographics/index.html
http://www.laworks.net/LaborMarketInfo/LMI_LaStudies.asp
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WORKFORCE DEVELOMENT Continued 
 

Pathways Out of Poverty: Regional Best Practices 
By: National Association of Regional Councils (NARC) 
Publish Date: September 2012 
www.narc.org/pathways 
Summary: This Pathways Out of Poverty program, funded by the U.S. Department 
of Labor (DOL) Employment and Training Administration through the American 
Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009, was designed to address pressing 
economic needs in communities across the country by training and placing 
disadvantaged individuals in jobs with opportunities for advancement along career 
pathways in green industries. NARC and its Pathways Out of Poverty team 
partners developed this report to share the outcomes and results of their U.S. 
Department of Labor-funded project. It includes lessons learned, promising 

practices and other key information for regions and local governments interested in replicating similar 
jobs training and placement programs. 
 

Building an Inclusive, High-Skilled Workforce for New Orleansô Next 
Economy 
By: Greater New Orleans Community Data Center 
Publish Date: March 27, 2012 
http://www.gnocdc.org/Workforce/index.html 
Summary: The economic news coming out of New Orleans is good. But the jobs of the 
Next Economy require higher education levels than our metro workforce has achieved. To 

continue our recent economic successes, business and civic leaders must work 
together to build a more highïskilled workforce for the New Orleans metro. By 2030, 
the authorsô project that the working age population of the metro will be ñmajority 
minority,ò so workforce building efforts must be inclusive as well. 
 
 

 
 
Coastal Employment before the 2010 Deepwater Horizon Oil Disaster 
Employment Maps and Data from 2008 
By: Greater New Orleans Community Data Center 
Publish Date: July 20, 2010 

http://www.gnocdc.org/CoastalJobs/index.html 
Summary: This brief describes employment in coastal Louisiana two years 
prior to the 2010 Deepwater Horizon oil disaster. The jobs data within this 
brief serves as a baseline against which future impacts of the oil disaster may 
be compared. Louisianaôs coast is a working coast; it plays a disproportionate 
role in job generation. Coastal areas are second only to inner cities in terms 
of having high ratios of jobs to the number of people who live there. The 
Deepwater Horizon oil leak will disproportionately affect these coastal job 
clusters. 

 
  

http://narc.org/pathways/
http://www.gnocdc.org/Workforce/index.html
http://www.gnocdc.org/CoastalJobs/index.html
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RESILIENCY & ECONOMIC RESLIENCY PUBLICATIONS 
 

Leadership in Times of Crisis: A Toolkit for Economic Recovery & 
Resiliency 
By: EDA & International Economic Development Corporation (IEDC) 
Publish Date: 2014 
http://restoreyoureconomy.org/disaster-recovery-toolkit/ 

Summary: Developed by IEDC with nationwide input and funded in part by a 
grant from the U.S. Commerce Departmentôs Economic Development 
Administration, the Toolkit is designed to benefit a wide range of public and 
private sector officials working with businesses and industries in the economic 
recovery process including economic development organizations (EDOs), 

Chambers of Commerce, business leaders, small business development centers (SBDC), community 
colleges and business schools, community development financing institutions (CDFIs), and other 
organizations that provide support to businesses. 

óLeadership in Times of Crisisô provides strategies and tactics for community leaders to focus on 
for economic recovery and preserving jobs, incorporating useful information for convening private and 
public stakeholders to identify key economic recovery strategies, tips on how to navigate federal 
resources for response and recovery, and implementation of recovery initiatives. 

 
The Coastal Index: The Problem and Possibility of Our Coast 
By: The Data Center 
Publish Date April 20, 2014 
http://www.datacenterresearch.org/reports_analysis/the-coastal-index/ 
Summary: New indicators measure progress toward a more sustainable Southeast 
Louisiana. This report tracks population shifts in coastal areas. It also investigates 
whether extensive "water management" activities are diversifying the regional 
economy. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Integrating Water into Local and Regional Sustainability Planning: Case 
Stories from Sustainable Communities Grantees 
By: Environmental Finance Center Network, supporting the Sustainable 
Communities Learning Network 
Publish Date: April 2014 
http://www.nado.org/wp-
content/uploads/2014/05/integrating_water_case_stories.pdf 
Summary: Features regions that have integrated water infrastructure into local and 

regional planning. The report highlights HUD Sustainable Communities grantees that 
are successfully integrating water into their local and regional sustainability planning 
projects.  The case stories featured demonstrate that water can be a central part of the 
planning for a regionôs long-term economic competitiveness and quality-of-place.  This 

publication was created as part of EFCNôs services in the Sustainable Communities Learning Network, a coalition 
of capacity building teams that also includes the NADO Research Foundation.   
 
  

http://restoreyoureconomy.org/disaster-recovery-toolkit/
http://www.datacenterresearch.org/reports_analysis/the-coastal-index/
http://www.datacenterresearch.org/reports_analysis/the-coastal-index/
http://www.datacenterresearch.org/reports_analysis/the-coastal-index/
http://www.nado.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/05/integrating_water_case_stories.pdf
http://www.nado.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/05/integrating_water_case_stories.pdf
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Greater New Orleans Urban Water Plan 
By: Waggoner & Ball for GNO Inc. with funding from Louisiana Office of Community Development 
Disaster Recovery Unit 
Publish Date: September 2013 
http://livingwithwater.com/ 
Summary: A resiliency planning study to develop sustainable strategies for managing the water resources of St. 
Bernard and the East Banks of Jefferson and Orleans Parishes. The project addresses three basic issues: 
flooding caused by heavy rainfall, subsidence caused by the pumping of stormwater, and wasted water assets 
and presents a vision for a safer and more beautiful Greater New Orleans, one that is built upon sustainable water 
management principles and best practices. New Orleanians having inhabited the delta for centuries, can once 
again embrace water to achieve improved safety, economic growth, and quality of life. 

                       
 

A Survey of Regional Planning for Climate Adaptation 
By: National Association of Regional Councils (NARC) 
With funding from National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) 
Climate Program Office 
Publish Date: October 2012 
http://narc.org/issueareas/environment/reports/noaa_white_paper-final-3/ 
Summary: This report details how regional planning organizations are 
responding to climate change. Over the past year, NARC and the University 
of Colorado at Denver (UCD) have surveyed regional planning organizations 
about climate change planning. Through the survey, NARC sought to pinpoint 
the extent to which regional planning organizations are planning for and 
working to adapt to climate change. This report analyzes those results and 

provides recommendations derived from the survey findings and additional feedback. NARC designed 
the report to help regional planning organizations, local governments and other interested parties better 
understand the role regional planning organizations play in climate change planning.  
 
  


